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HOUSE BILL NO. 1142
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO CREATE THE MISSISSTIPPI SERVICE OF BENCH WARRANTS
TASK FORCE TO STUDY PROCEDURES RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE OF BENCH
WARRANTS IN THIS STATE, INCLUDING SERVICE AND NOTICE OF BENCH
WARRANTS AND TO PROPOSE LEGISLATION BASED UPON ITS FINDINGS; TO
DIRECT THE TASK FORCE TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION
AFTER ITS REVIEW OF CERTAIN ISSUES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE TASK FORCE; TO PROVIDE PROCEDURE FOR THE TASK FORCE; TO
REQUIRE REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF
COURTS AND THE MISSISSIPPI ELECTRONIC COURTS SYSTEM TO ATTEND THE
MEETINGS OF THE TASK FORCE; TO REQUIRE THE TASK FORCE TO FILE A
REPORT WITH THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
BEFORE A CERTAIN DATE; TO PROVIDE THAT THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE
DISSOLVED UPON FILING OF ITS REPORT; TO AMEND SECTION 45-45-7,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THE CONVEYANCE EQUIPMENT
WHICH IS APPLICABLE TO THE PROVISIONS AND INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS
OF THE MISSISSIPPI CONVEYANCE SAFETY ACT; TO AMEND SECTION
37-7-203, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE HOW VACANCIES OF
SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES ARE FILLED; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ELECTION OF
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS OF A CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICT; TO AMEND
SECTION 25-3-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE A CERTAIN
COUNTY TO EMPLOY ITS ELECTED COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY ON A
FULL-TIME BASIS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Mississippi Service of
Bench Warrants Task Force to study procedures related to the
issuance of bench warrants in this state, including service and
notice of bench warrants, and to propose legislation based upon
its findings.
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(2) The task force shall make recommendations for
legislation, if any, after its review of the following:

(a) The procedure for the issuance, service and notice
of bench warrants in this state;

(b) The national trends concerning the issuance,
service and notice of bench warrants;

(c) The use of electronic transmission for service of
bench warrants, including feasibility of notification by means of
the Mississippi Electronic Courts system;

(d) The certificate of service and necessary proof of
transmission to be retained by a clerk if electronic transmission
of service of bench warrants is permitted;

(e) House Bill No. 1142, 2026 Regular Session, as
passed the House;

(f) Review any other matters related to the above
issues or related to bench warrants.

(3) The task force shall be composed of the following seven
(7) members:

(a) The Chair of the Senate Judiciary, Division B
Committee who shall serve as co-chair of the task force;

(b) The Chair of the House Judiciary B Committee who

shall serve as co-chair of the task force;

(c) The Vice Chair of the Senate Judiciary, Division B
Committee;

(d) The Vice Chair of the House Judiciary B Committee;
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(e) One (1) circuit court judge to be appointed by the
Chief Justice of the Mississippi Supreme Court;

(f) One (1) designee of the Mississippi Circuit Clerks
Association to be appointed by the president of the association;

(g) One (1) designee of the Mississippi Bail Agents
Association to be appointed by the president of the association.

(4) The appointments to the task force shall be made within
thirty (30) days of the effective date of this act. The task
force shall meet upon the joint call of the co-chairs of the task
force not later than October 1, 2026. A majority of the members
of the task force shall constitute a quorum. A quorum shall be
required to approve any final report and recommendation.

(5) Representatives of both the Administrative Office of
Courts and the Mississippi Electronic Courts system shall receive
notice of each meeting of the task force and shall attend the
meetings of the task force. The Administrative Office of Courts
shall provide necessary clerical support for the meetings of the
task force and the preparation of the report. Proposed
legislation shall be prepared by the Legislative Services Offices
of the Senate and House as requested.

(6) The task force may request the assistance of any proper
section of the Mississippi Bar Association or any other
organization with expertise in the service of bench warrants.

(7) The task force shall develop and report its findings and

recommendations for proposed legislation to the Lieutenant
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Governor and the Speaker of the House on or before December 1,
2026. Upon filing of its report, the task force shall be
dissolved.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-203, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-7-203. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsections
(3), (4) and (5) of this section, the boards of trustees of all
municipal separate school districts created under this chapter,
either with or without added territory, shall consist of five (5)
members, each to be chosen for a term of five (5) years, but so
chosen that the term of office of one (1) member shall expire each
year. In the event the added territory of a municipal separate
school district furnishes fifteen percent (15%) or more of the
pupils enrolled in the schools of such district, then at least one
(1) member of the board of trustees of such school district shall
be a resident of the added territory outside the corporate limits.
In the event the added territory of a municipal separate school
district furnishes thirty percent (30%) or more of the pupils
enrolled in the schools of such district, then not more than two
(2) members of the board of trustees of such school district shall
be residents of the added territory outside the corporate limits.
In the event the added territory of a municipal separate school
district in a county in which Mississippi Highways 8 and 15
intersect furnishes thirty percent (30%) or more of the pupils

enrolled in the schools of such district, then the five (5)
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members of the board of trustees of such school district shall be
elected at large from such school district for a term of five (5)
years each except that the two (2) elected trustees presently
serving on such board shall continue to serve for their respective
terms of office. The three (3) appointed trustees presently
serving on such board shall continue to serve until their
successors are elected in March of 1975 in the manner provided for
in Section 37-7-215. At such election, one (1) trustee shall be
elected for a term of two (2) years, one (1) for a term of three
(3) years and one (1) for a term of five (5) years. Subsequent
terms for each successor trustee shall be for five (5) years. 1In
the event one (1) of two (2) municipal separate school districts
located in any county with two (2) judicial districts, District 1
being comprised of Supervisors Districts 1, 2, 4 and 5, and
District 2 being comprised of Supervisors District 3, with added
territory embraces three (3) full supervisors districts of a
county, one (1) trustee shall be elected from each of the three
(3) supervisors districts outside the corporate limits of the
municipality. In the further event that the territory of a
municipal separate school district located in any county with two
(2) judicial districts, District 1 being comprised of Supervisors
Districts 1, 2, 4 and 5, and District 2 being comprised of
Supervisors District 3, with added territory embraces four (4)
full supervisors districts in the county, and in any county in

which a municipal separate school district embraces the entire
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129 county in which Highways 14 and 15 intersect, one (1) trustee

130 shall be elected from each supervisors district.

131 Except as otherwise provided herein, the trustees of such a
132 municipal separate school district shall be elected by a majority
133 of the governing authorities of the municipality at the first

134 meeting of the governing authorities held in the month of February
135 of each year, and the term of office of the member so elected

136 shall commence on the first Saturday of March following. In the
137 case of a member of the board of trustees who is required to come
138 from the added territory outside the corporate limits as is above
139 provided, such member of the board of trustees shall be elected by
140 the qualified electors of the school district residing in such
141 added territory outside the corporate limits at the same time and
142 in the same manner as is otherwise provided in this article for
143 the election of trustees of school districts other than municipal
144 separate school districts.

145 In the event that a portion of a county school district is
146 reconstituted, in the manner provided by law, into a municipal
147 separate school district with added territory and in the event
148 that the trustees to be elected from the added territory are

149 requested to be elected from separate election districts within
150 the added territory, instead of elected at large, by the Attorney
151 General of the United States as a result of and pursuant to

152 preclearance under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as

153 amended and extended, and in the event the added territory of a
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municipal separate school district of a municipality furnishes
thirty percent (30%) or more of the pupils enrolled in the schools
of such district, then two (2) members of the board of trustees
shall be residents of the added territory outside the corporate
limits of such municipality and shall be elected from special
trustee election districts by the qualified electors thereof as
herein provided. The board of trustees of the school district
shall apportion the added territory into two (2) special trustee
election districts as nearly as possible according to population
and other factors heretofore pronounced by the courts. The board
of trustees of the school district shall thereafter publish the
same 1n a newspaper of general circulation within that school
district for at least two (2) consecutive weeks; and after having
given notice of publication and recording the same upon the
minutes of the board of trustees of the school district, the new
district lines shall thereafter be effective. Any person elected
from the new trustee election districts constituted herein shall
be elected in the manner provided for in Section 37-7-215 for a
term of five (5) years. Any vacancy in the office of a trustee
elected from such trustee election district, whether occasioned by
redistricting or by other cause, shall be filled by appointment of
the governing authorities of the municipality, provided that the
person so appointed shall serve only until the next general

election following his appointment, at which time a person shall
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be elected for the remainder of the unexpired term in the manner
provided in Section 37-7-215.

In any county organizing a countywide municipal separate
school district after January 1, 1965, the trustees thereof to be
elected from outside the municipality, such trustees shall be
elected by the board of supervisors of such county, and the
superintendent of such school district shall have authority to pay
out and distribute the funds of the district. In the event a
municipal separate school district should occupy territory in a
county other than that in which the municipality is located and
fifteen percent (15%) or more of the pupils enrolled in the
schools of such district shall come from the territory of the
district in the county other than that in which the municipality
is located, the territory of such county in which the municipality
is not located shall be entitled to one (1) member on the board of
trustees of such school district. The trustee shall be a resident
of the territory of that part of the district lying in the county
in which the municipality is not located and shall be elected by
the qualified electors of the territory of such county at the same
time and in the same manner as is provided for the election of
trustees of school districts other than municipal separate school
districts having territory in two (2) or more counties.

All vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms by
appointment of the governing authorities of the municipality;

except that in the case of the trustees coming from the added
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territory outside the corporate limits, the person so appointed
shall serve only until the next general election following his
appointment, at which time a person shall be elected for the
remainder of the unexpired term in the manner otherwise provided
herein.

No person who is a member of such governing body, or who is
an employee of the municipality, or who is a member of the county
board of education, or who is a trustee of any public, private or
sectarian school or college located in the county, inclusive of
the municipal separate school district, or who is a teacher in or
a trustee of the school district, shall be eligible for
appointment to the board of trustees.

(2) In counties of less than fifteen thousand (15,000)
people having a municipal separate school district with added
territory which embraces all the territory of a county, one or
more trustees of the school district shall be nominated from each
supervisors district upon petition of fifty (50) qualified
electors of that supervisors district, or twenty percent (20%) of
the qualified electors of such district, whichever number shall be
smaller. One (1) trustee must be elected from each supervisors
district of the county. In such counties embraced entirely by a
municipal separate school district, there shall be no county board
of education after the formation of such district, and the county
superintendent of education shall act as superintendent of schools

of the district and shall be appointed by the board of trustees of
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that district, and the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section and the first paragraph of Section 37-7-211 shall not
apply to such districts.

(3) In municipalities designated as having a mayor-council
form of government under Chapter 8, Title 21, Mississippi Code of
1972, and having a population in excess of one hundred thousand
(100,000) according to the 2000 federal decennial census, the
boards of trustees of the municipal separate school district
located in the municipality may, if authorized by ordinance of the
municipal governing authority, consist of seven (7) members
residing in each of the seven (7) wards in the municipality, to be
appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council as
follows: (a) each board member shall reside in the ward from
which he is appointed; (b) members serving on March 31, 2010,
shall continue to serve until a new term commences and new members
shall be selected from wards not currently represented on the
board; (c) one (1) of the two (2) additional appointments shall
serve a term of five (5) years and one (1) for a term of four (4)
years, with all subsequent appointments for a five-year term; and
(d) each new appointment shall be made by the mayor and confirmed
by the city council of the municipality at the first meeting of
the governing authorities held in the month of June following
March 31, 2010, and thereafter each year, and the term of office
of each member so selected shall commence on the first Saturday of

July following.
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(4) (a) Beginning in 2017, in any municipal separate school
district that is traversed by the Escatawpa River and in which
Interstate Highway 10 and Mississippi Highway 63 intersect, the
board of trustees of the municipal separate school district shall
consist of five (5) members, each to be elected for a term of four
(4) years in the manner provided in this subsection. Within
forty-five (45) days after July 1, 2017, the municipal governing
authority shall apportion the municipal separate school district,
including any added territory outside the corporate limits, into
five (5) special trustee election districts as nearly equal as
possible according to population, incumbency and other factors
pronounced by the courts before August 8, 2017. The municipal
governing authority shall place upon its minutes the boundaries
determined for the new five (5) trustee election districts and
shall publish the same in a newspaper of general circulation
within the school district for at least three (3) consecutive
weeks. After having given notice of publication and recording the
same upon the minutes of the municipal governing authority, the
new district lines shall be effective.

(b) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November 2017, and every four (4) years thereafter, an election
shall be held in the municipal separate school district for local
school board members from trustee election districts 1, 3 and 5 in
the same manner and at the same time as the general municipal

election is held and conducted, for the purpose of electing the
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board of trustees of the municipal separate school district. All
members of the board of trustees elected pursuant to this
paragraph (b) shall take office on the first Monday of January
immediately following the date of their election. However, in
order to provide for an orderly transition, the term of each
member of the board of trustees serving on July 1, 2017, which
otherwise would expire after the first Monday in July 2018, shall
expire on the first Monday of January 2018. If no individual
qualifies for the elective office of school district trustee, the
trustee for that specific trustee district shall be filled by
appointment of the municipal governing authority; however, the
person so appointed to fill the vacancy may serve only until the
first Monday in January 2019, at which time the trustee elected
pursuant to this subsection shall take office for the remainder of
the unexpired initial term.

From and after January 1, 2018, any vacancy on the board of
trustees shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members
of the board of trustees within sixty (60) days after the vacancy
occurs. The appointee must be selected from the qualified
electors of the trustee election district in which the wvacancy
occurs. The appointee shall serve until the first Monday of
January succeeding the next general municipal election, at which
election a member from that trustee election district shall be

elected for a full term.
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302 (c) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

303 November 2018, and every four (4) years thereafter, an election
304 shall be held in the municipal separate school district for local
305 school board members from trustee election districts 2 and 4 in
306 the same manner and at the same time as the Congressional mid-term
307 election is held and conducted, for the purpose of electing the
308 Dboard of trustees of the municipal separate school district. All
309 members of the board of trustees elected pursuant to this

310 paragraph (c) shall take office on the first Monday of January
311 immediately following the date of their election. However, in
312 order to provide for an orderly transition, the term of each

313 member of the board of trustees serving on July 1, 2018, which
314 otherwise would expire after the first Monday in July 2018, shall
315 expire on the first Monday of January 2019. If no individual

316 qgqualifies for the elective office of school district trustee, the
317 trustee for that specific trustee district shall be filled by

318 appointment of the municipal governing authority; however, the
319 person so appointed to fill the vacancy may serve only until the
320 first Monday in January 2020, at which time the trustee elected
321 pursuant to this subsection shall take office for the remainder of
322 the unexpired initial term.

323 From and after July 1, 2020, any vacancy on the board of

324 trustees shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members

325 of the board of trustees within sixty (60) days after the vacancy

326 occurs. The appointee must be selected from the qualified
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electors of the trustee election district in which the wvacancy
occurs. The appointee shall serve until the first Monday of July
succeeding the next general municipal election, at which election
a member from that trustee election district shall be elected for
a full term.

(5) (a) Beginning in 2024, in any municipal separate school
district in which Interstate Highway 20 and Mississippi Highway 15
intersect, the board of trustees of the municipal separate school
district shall consist of five (5) members, each to be elected for
a term of four (4) years in the manner provided in this
subsection. Within forty-five (45) days after July 1, 2024, the
municipal governing authority shall apportion the municipal
separate school district, including any added territory outside
the corporate limits, into five (5) special trustee election
districts as nearly equal as possible according to population,
incumbency and other factors pronounced by the courts before
January 1, 2024. The municipal governing authority shall place
upon its minutes the boundaries determined for the new five (5)
trustee election districts and shall publish the same in a
newspaper of general circulation within the school district for at
least three (3) consecutive weeks. After having given notice of
publication and recording the same upon the minutes of the

municipal governing authority, the new district lines shall be

effective. Candidates for such positions shall file the intent to
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be a candidate not later than 5:00 p.m. on September 1, 2024, and
shall qualify as otherwise provided by law.

(b) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November 2024, an election shall be held in the municipal separate
school district for local school board members in the same manner
and at the same time as the presidential election is held and
conducted, for the purpose of electing the board of trustees of
the municipal separate school district. All members of the board
of trustees elected pursuant to this paragraph (b) shall take
office on the first Monday of January immediately following the
date of their election, and may serve until the first Monday in
January 2028, at which time the trustee elected pursuant to
paragraph (c) of this subsection shall take office. If no
individual qualifies for the elective office of school district
trustee, the trustee for that specific trustee district shall be
filled by appointment of the municipal governing authority;
however, the person so appointed to fill the vacancy may serve
only until the first Monday in January 2028, at which time the
trustee elected pursuant to paragraph (c) of this subsection shall
take office.

From and after January 1, 2028, any vacancy on the board of
trustees shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members
of the board of trustees within sixty (60) days after the vacancy
occurs. The appointee must be selected from the qualified

electors of the trustee election district in which the wvacancy
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occurs. The appointee shall serve until the first Monday of
January succeeding the next general election, at which election a
member from that trustee election district shall be elected for
the remainder of the unexpired term.

(c) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November 2027, and every four (4) years thereafter, an election
shall be held in the municipal separate school district for local
school board members in the same manner and at the same time as
the general elections are held and conducted in accordance with
Section 23-15-193, for the purpose of electing the board of
trustees of the municipal separate school district. All members
of the board of trustees elected pursuant to this paragraph (c)
shall take office on the first Monday of January immediately
following the date of their election.

(6) (a) Beginning in 2026, in any municipal separate school

district in which United States Highway 11 and Mississippi Highway

26 intersect, the board of trustees of the municipal separate

school district shall consist of five (5) members, each to be

elected for a term of four (4) years in the manner provided in

this subsection. Within forty-five (45) days after July 1, 2026,

the board of supervisors in the county in which said school

district is located shall apportion the municipal separate school

district, including any added territory outside the corporate

limits, into five (5) trustee election places as nearly equal as

possible according to population, incumbency and other factors
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deemed appropriate by the board of supervisors in the county in

which said school district is located for such apportionment. The

board of supervisors in the county in which said school district

is located shall place upon its minutes the boundaries determined

for the new five (5) trustee election districts and shall publish

the same in a newspaper of general circulation within the school

district for at least three (3) consecutive weeks. After having

given notice of publication and recording the same upon the

minutes of the board of supervisors in the county in which said

school district is located, the new district lines shall be

effective. Candidates for such positions shall file the intent to

be a candidate not later than 5:00 p.m. on September 1, 2026, and

shall qualify as otherwise provided by law.

(b) (1) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

November 2026, and two (2) years thereafter, an election shall be

held in the municipal separate school district for local school

board members from trustee election places 2 and 4 in the same

manner and at the same time as the Congressional mid-term election

is held and conducted, for the purpose of electing the board of

trustees of the municipal separate school district. All members

of the board of trustees elected pursuant to this paragraph (b)

shall take office on the first Monday of January immediately

following the date of their election, and may serve until the

first Monday in January 2029, at which time the trustee elected

pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph (b) shall take
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office. However, in order to provide for an orderly transition,

the term of each member of the board of trustees serving on July

1, 2026, which otherwise would expire after the first Monday in

July 2026, shall expire on the first Monday of January 2027. 1If

no individual qualifies for the elective office of school district

trustee, the trustee for that specific trustee place shall be

filled by appointment of the board of supervisors in the county in

which said school district is located. However, the person so

appointed to fill the vacancy may serve only until the first

Monday in January 2029, at which time the trustee elected pursuant

to subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph (b) shall take office.

From and after January 1, 2028, any vacancy on the board of

trustees shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members

of the board of trustees within sixty (60) days after the vacancy

occurs. The appointee must be selected from the qualified

electors of the trustee election place in which the vacancy

occurs. The appointee shall serve until the first Monday of

January succeeding the next general election, at which election a

member from that trustee election place shall be elected for the

remainder of the unexpired term.

(ii) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday

in November 2028, and every four (4) years thereafter, an election

shall be held in the municipal separate school district for local

school board members from trustee election places 2 and 4 in the

same manner and at the same time as the presidential election is
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held and conducted in accordance with Section 23-15-193, for the

purpose of electing the board of trustees of the municipal

separate school district. All members of the board of trustees

elected pursuant to this subparagraph (ii) shall take office on

the first Monday of January immediately following the date of

their election.

(c) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

November 2026, and every four (4) years thereafter, an election

shall be held in the municipal separate school district for local

school board members from trustee election places 1, 3 and 5 in

the same manner and at the same time as the Congressional mid-term

election is held and conducted, for the purpose of electing the

board of trustees of the municipal separate school district. All

members of the board of trustees elected pursuant to this

paragraph (c) shall take office on the first Monday of January

immediately following the date of their election. If no

individual qualifies for the elective office of school district

trustee, the trustee for that specific trustee place shall be

filled by appointment of the board of supervisors in the county in

which said school district is located.

From and after January 1, 2028, any vacancy on the board of

trustees shall be filled by appointment by the remaining members

of the board of trustees within sixty (60) days after the vacancy

occurs. The appointee must be selected from the qualified

electors of the trustee election place in which the vacancy
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occurs. The appointee shall serve until the first Monday of

January succeeding the next general election, at which election a

member from that trustee election place shall be elected for the

remainder of the unexpired term.

SECTION 3. Section 25-3-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

25-3-9. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3) and
(4) of this section, the county prosecuting attorney may receive
for his services an annual salary to be paid by the board of
supervisors as follows:

(a) For counties with a total population of more than
two hundred thousand (200,000), a salary not to exceed
Twenty-eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($28,500.00).

(b) For counties with a total population of more than
one hundred thousand (100,000) and not more than two hundred
thousand (200,000), a salary not to exceed Twenty-six Thousand
Five Hundred Dollars ($26,500.00).

(c) For counties with a total population of more than
fifty thousand (50,000) and not more than one hundred thousand
(100,000), a salary not to exceed Twenty-one Thousand Seven
Hundred Dollars ($21,700.00).

(d) For counties with a total population of more than
thirty-five thousand (35,000) and not more than fifty thousand
(50,000), a salary not to exceed Twenty Thousand Four Hundred
Dollars ($20,400.00).
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(e) For counties with a total population of more than
twenty-five thousand (25,000) and not more than thirty-five
thousand (35,000), a salary not to exceed Nineteen Thousand Three
Hundred Dollars ($19,300.00).

(f) For counties with a total population of more than
fifteen thousand (15,000) and not more than twenty-five thousand
(25,000), a salary not to exceed Seventeen Thousand Seven Hundred
Dollars ($17,700.00).

(g) For counties with a total population of more than
ten thousand (10,000) and not more than fifteen thousand (15,000),
a salary not to exceed Sixteen Thousand One Hundred Dollars
($16,100.00) .

(h) For counties with a total population of more than
six thousand (6,000) and not more than ten thousand (10,000), a
salary not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($14,500.00) .

(1) For counties with a total population of six
thousand (6,000) or less, the board of supervisors, in its
discretion, may appoint a county prosecuting attorney, and it may
pay such county prosecuting attorney an annual salary not to
exceed Twelve Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($12,900.00).

In all cases of conviction there shall be taxed against the
convicted defendant, as an item of cost, the sum of Three Dollars
($3.00), which shall be turned in to the county treasury as a part

of the general county funds; however, the Three Dollars ($3.00)
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shall not be taxed in any case in which it is not the specific
duty of the county attorney to appear and prosecute.

From and after October 1, 1993, in addition to the salaries
provided for in this subsection, the board of supervisors of any
county, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney
an additional amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the
maximum allowable salary prescribed herein.

(2) In the following counties, the county prosecuting
attorney shall receive for his services an annual salary to be
paid by the board of supervisors, as follows:

(a) In any county bordering upon the Mississippi River
and having a population of not less than thirty thousand (30,000)
and not more than thirty-five thousand five hundred (35,500)
according to the federal census of 1990, and in counties having a
population of not more than thirty-seven thousand (37,000)
according to the federal census of 1990 in which Interstate
Highway 55 and U.S. Highway 98 intersect, the county prosecuting
attorney shall receive a salary equal to the justice court judge
of such county; and in any county wherein is located the state's
oldest state-supported institution of higher learning and wherein
Mississippi State Highways 7 and 6 intersect, the county
prosecuting attorney shall receive an annual salary equal to that
of a member of the board of supervisors of such county.

(b) In counties having a population in excess of fifty

thousand (50,000) in the 1960 federal census, wherein is located a
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state-supported university and in which U.S. Highways 49 and 11
intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be
not less than Seventeen Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($17,400.00)
per year. The Board of Supervisors of Forrest County,
Mississippi, may, in its discretion, and by agreement with the
county prosecuting attorney, employ the county prosecuting
attorney as a full-time elected official during his/her term of
office, designate additional duties and responsibilities of the
office and pay additional compensation up to, but not in excess
of, ninety percent (90%) of the annual compensation and salary of
the county court judge and the youth court judge of Forrest County
as authorized by law and provide a reasonable office and
reasonable office expenses to the county prosecuting attorney.

The salary authorized by this paragraph (b) for the county
prosecuting attorney shall be the sole and complete salary for
such prosecuting attorney in each county to which this paragraph
applies, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the
contrary.

(c) In any county wherein is housed the seat of state
government, wherein U.S. Highways 80 and 49 intersect, and having
two (2) Jjudicial districts, the board of supervisors, in its
discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual
salary equal to the annual salary of members of the board of

supervisors in the county.
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(d) In any county which has two (2) judicial districts
and wherein Highway 8 and Highway 15 intersect, having a
population of greater than seventeen thousand (17,000), according
to the 1980 federal decennial census, the board of supervisors
shall pay the county prosecuting attorney a salary equal to that
of a member of the board of supervisors of such county; provided
that if such county prosecuting attorney is paid a sum for the
purpose of defraying office or secretarial expenses, then the
salary prescribed herein shall be reduced by that amount.

(e) In any county bordering the State of Tennessee and
in which Mississippi Highways No. 4 and 15 intersect, and having a
population of less than twenty thousand (20,000) in the 1970
federal census, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney
shall be no less than Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00).

(f) In any county having a population of more than
twenty-five thousand (25,000) and in which U.S. Highways 72 and 45
intersect, the salary of the county attorney shall be not less
than Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00).

In addition, such county prosecuting attorney shall receive
the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) per month
for the purpose of defraying secretarial expense.

(g) In any county wherein I-20 and State Highway 15
intersect; and in any county wherein I-20 and State Highway 35
intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be
not less than Eight Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($8,400.00).
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(h) In any Class 1 county bordering on the Mississippi
River, lying in whole or in part within a levee district, wherein
U.S. Highways 82 and 61 intersect, bounded by the Sunflower River
and Stales Bayou, the board of supervisors, in its discretion, may
pay an annual salary equal to the annual salary of members of the
board of supervisors in the county. In addition, such county
prosecuting attorney shall receive the sum of One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00) per month for the purpose of defraying secretarial
expenses.

(i) In any county bordering on the Gulf of Mexico
having two (2) judicial districts, and wherein U.S. Highways 90
and 49 intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney
shall be not less than Nineteen Thousand Dollars ($19,000.00) per
year. The Board of Supervisors of Harrison County, Mississippi,
may, in its discretion, and by agreement with the county
prosecuting attorney, employ the county prosecuting attorney and
his/her assistant during his/her term of office, and designate
additional duties and responsibilities of the office and pay
additional compensation up to, but not in excess of, ninety
percent (90%) of the annual compensation and salary of the county
court judges of Harrison County as authorized by law and provide
adequate office space and reasonable office expenses to the county
prosecuting attorney and his/her assistant. The salary authorized
by this paragraph (i) for the county prosecuting attorney and
his/her assistant shall be the sole and complete salary paid by
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the county for such prosecuting attorney and his/her assistant in
each county to which this paragraph applies, notwithstanding any
other provision of law to the contrary.

(j) In any county bordering on the State of Alabama,
having a population in excess of seventy-five thousand (75,000)
according to the 1980 decennial census in which is located an
institution of higher learning and a United States military
installation and which is traversed by an interstate highway, the
salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall not be less than
Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) nor more than the amount of
the annual salary received by a member of the board of supervisors
of that county.

(k) In any county with a land area wherein Mississippi
Highways 8 and 9 intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting
attorney shall be not less than Eight Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($8,500.00) per year.

(1) In any Class 2 county wherein Mississippi Highways
6 and 3 intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney
shall be not less than Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) per
year nor more than the amount of the annual salary received by a
member of the board of supervisors of that county.

(m) In any county wherein Interstate Highway 55 and
State Highway 8 intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting
attorney shall be not less than Twelve Thousand Dollars
($12,000.00) per year.
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(n) In any county wherein U.S. Highway 51 intersects
Mississippi Highway 6, and having two (2) judicial districts, the
salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than
Three Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($3,600.00) per year.

(0) In any county bordering on the Alabama state line,
having a population of greater than fifteen thousand (15,000)
according to the 1970 federal decennial census, wherein U.S.
Highway 45 and Mississippi Highway 18 intersect, the salary of the
county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than Three Thousand
Six Hundred Dollars ($3,600.00) nor greater than that of a member
of the board of supervisors of such county. All prior acts,
orders and resolutions of the board of supervisors of such county
which authorized the payment of the salary in conformity with the
provisions of this paragraph, whether or not heretofore
specifically authorized by law are hereby ratified, approved and
confirmed.

(p) In any county wherein is located a state-supported
institution of higher learning and wherein U.S. Highway 82 and
Mississippi Highway 389 intersect, the board of supervisors, in
its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual
salary equal to the annual salary of members of the board of
supervisors in the county.

(g) In any county having two (2) judicial districts

wherein Mississippi Highway 32 intersects U.S. Highway 49E, the
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674 salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall be not less than
675 Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($12,700.00).

676 (r) In any county traversed by the Natchez Trace

677 Parkway wherein U.S. Highway 45 and Mississippi Highway 4

678 1intersect, the board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay
679 the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal to the

680 annual salary of justice court judges in the county.

681 (s) In any county having a population of more than

682 fourteen thousand (14,000) according to the 1970 census and which
683 county is bordered on the north by the State of Tennessee and on
684 the east by the State of Alabama and in which U.S. Highway No. 72
685 and Highway No. 25 intersect, the board of supervisors, in its
686 discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual

687 salary equal to the annual salary of justice court judges in the
688 county.

689 (t) (1) The Board of Supervisors of Madison County, 1in
690 its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual
691 salary in the amount of Twenty-eight Thousand Dollars

692 ($28,000.00), if the county prosecuting attorney is not employed
693 on a full-time basis.

694 (1ii) From and after October 1, 1993, in addition
695 to the salary provided for in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph,
696 the board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county
697 prosecuting attorney an additional amount not to exceed ten

098 percent (10%) of the maximum allowable salary prescribed herein.
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(iii) The Board of Supervisors of Madison County,
in its discretion, may employ the elected county prosecuting
attorney on a full-time basis during his or her term of office and
may pay compensation to the full-time prosecuting attorney in an
amount of not more than ninety percent (90%) of the annual
compensation and salary of the county court Jjudges of the county
as authorized by law, and may provide adequate office space and
reasonable office expenses to the county prosecuting attorney.
The salary authorized by this subparagraph (iii) for the county
prosecuting attorney shall be the sole and complete salary paid by
the county for the prosecuting attorney in Madison County,
notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary.

(u) In any county having a population in the 1970
census in excess of thirty-five thousand (35,000) and in which
U.S. Highways 49W and 82 intersect, and in which is located a
state penitentiary, the annual salary of a county prosecuting
attorney shall be Thirty Thousand Four Hundred Twenty Dollars
($30,420.00) .

(v) In any county wherein Mississippi Highway 50
intersects U.S. Highway 45-Alternate, and having a population
greater than twenty thousand (20,000) according to the 1980
federal decennial census, a salary equal to that of a member of
the board of supervisors of such county; provided that if such

county prosecuting attorney is paid a sum for the purpose of
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defraying office or secretarial expenses, then the salary
prescribed herein shall be reduced by that amount.

(w) In any county in which the 1975 assessed valuation
was Forty Million Seven Hundred Thirty-nine Thousand Four Hundred
Sixty-six Dollars ($40,739,466.00) and wherein U.S. Highway 45 and
Mississippi Highway 8 intersect, the salary of the county
prosecuting attorney shall be equal to that of a member of the
board of supervisors of such county.

(x) In any county bordering on the Mississippi River
having a population greater than fifty thousand (50,000) according
to the 1980 federal decennial census and also having a national
military park and national cemetery, an annual salary of
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) or a salary equal to
that of a member of the board of supervisors in such county,
whichever is greater. 1In addition, such county prosecuting
attorney shall receive the sum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)
per month for the purpose of defraying secretarial expenses.

(yv) In any county bordering on the Alabama state line,
traversed by the Chickasawhay River, and wherein U.S. Highway 45
and U.S. Highway 84 intersect, a salary that shall be equal to the
annual salary of a member of the board of supervisors of such
county. All prior acts, orders and resolutions of the board of
supervisors of such county which authorize the payment of the
salary of the county prosecuting attorney in conformity with the

provisions of this section as it existed immediately prior to
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April 12, 1985, are hereby ratified, approved, confirmed and
validated.

(z) In any county having a population greater than
sixty-five thousand five hundred eighty (65,580) but less than
sixty-five thousand five hundred ninety (65,590) according to the
1990 federal decennial census, wherein U.S. Highway 45 intersects
with Mississippi Highway 6, an annual salary equal to Thirty
Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00).

(aa) In any county where an institution of higher
learning is located and wherein U.S. Highway 82 and U.S. Highway
45 intersect, the salary of the county prosecuting attorney shall
be not less than that of a member of the board of supervisors in
such county, and the board of supervisors may, in its discretion,
pay such county prosecuting attorney a salary in an amount not to
exceed the amount of the salary of the District Attorney for the
Sixteenth Judicial District of Mississippi.

(bb) In any county having a population greater than six
thousand (6,000) according to the federal decennial census and
wherein U.S. Highway 61 and Highway 24 intersect, the board of
supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting
attorney an annual salary equal to the annual salary of members of
the board of supervisors in the county.

(cc) In any county having a population greater than
thirty-one thousand (31,000) according to the 1990 federal

decennial census and wherein U.S. Highway 61 and U.S. Highway 49
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intersect, a salary of not less than the annual salary of justice
court judges in the county.

(dd) (1) The Rankin County prosecuting attorney, if
such person is not employed on a full-time basis, shall receive an
annual salary of Twenty-nine Thousand Dollars ($29,000.00).

(ii) The Board of Supervisors of Rankin County, in
its discretion, may employ the elected county prosecuting attorney
and an assistant on a full-time basis during his or her term of
office and may pay compensation to such full-time prosecuting
attorney in an amount of not more than ninety percent (90%) of the
annual compensation and salary of the county court judges of the
county as authorized by law, and may provide adequate office space
and reasonable office expenses to the county prosecuting attorney
and his/her assistant. The Board of Supervisors of Rankin County,
in its discretion, may also employ a full-time assistant county
prosecuting attorney and may pay such person an annual salary in
such amount as determined by the board of supervisors. The salary
authorized by this paragraph (dd) (ii) for the elected county
prosecuting attorney and an assistant shall be the sole and
complete salary paid by the county for the elected prosecuting
attorney and assistant in Rankin County, notwithstanding any other
provisions of law to the contrary.

(ee) In any county having a population greater than
eight thousand (8,000) but less than eight thousand two hundred

(8,200) according to the 1990 federal census, and in which U.S.
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Highway 61 and Mississippi Highway 4 intersect, the board of
supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the county prosecuting
attorney an amount not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Dollars
($14,000.00), in addition to the maximum allowable salary for that
attorney under subsection (1), beginning on April 1, 1997.

(ff) In any county having a population greater than
thirty thousand three hundred (30,300) but less than thirty
thousand four hundred (30,400) according to the 1990 federal
census, and in which U.S. Highway 78 and Mississippi Highway 7
intersect, a salary of not less than the annual salary of a member
of the board of supervisors in such county.

(gg) In any county having a population greater than
thirteen thousand three hundred (13,300) but less than thirteen
thousand four hundred (13,400) according to the 1990 federal
census, and in which Mississippi Highway 24 and Mississippi
Highway 48 intersect, the board of supervisors may, in 1its
discretion, pay the county prosecuting attorney an additional
amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the maximum allowable
salary for that attorney under subsection (1).

(hh) In any county having a population greater than
eight thousand three hundred (8,300) but less than eight thousand
four hundred (8,400) according to the 1990 federal census, and in
which U.S. Highway 84 and U.S. Highway 98 intersect, the board of
supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the county prosecuting

attorney an additional amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of
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the maximum allowable salary for that attorney under subsection
(1) .

(ii) (i) In any county having a population of more

than thirty thousand four hundred (30,400) and which is traversed
in whole or in part by I-59, U.S. Highways 98 and 11 and State
Highway 13, the annual salary of the county prosecuting attorney
shall be Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00); or

(ii) The board of supervisors of the county

described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, in its

discretion, may employ the elected county prosecuting attorney on

a full-time basis during his or her term of office and may pay

compensation to the full-time prosecuting attorney in an amount of

not more than ninety percent (90%) of the annual compensation and

salary of the County Court Judge of Lamar County as authorized by

law, and may provide adequate office space and reasonable office

expenses to the county prosecuting attorney. The salary

authorized herein by this subparagraph (ii) for the county

prosecuting attorney shall be the sole and complete salary paid by

the county for the prosecuting attorney in Lamar County,

notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary.

(3J3J) In any county having a population greater than
twenty thousand (20,000) according to the 1990 federal census and
wherein U.S. Highway 78 and Mississippi Highway 25 intersect, the

board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county
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prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal to the annual salary
of justice court judges in the county.

(kk) In any county having a population greater than
twelve thousand four hundred (12,400) but less than twelve
thousand five hundred (12,500) according to the 1990 federal
census, and in which U.S. Highway 84 and Mississippi Highway 27
intersect, the board of supervisors may, in its discretion, pay
the county prosecuting attorney an additional amount not to exceed
ten percent (10%) of the maximum allowable salary for that
attorney under subsection (1).

(11) In any county having a population greater than
thirty thousand two hundred (30,200) but less than thirty thousand
three hundred (30,300) according to the 1990 federal census, and
in which U.S. Interstate 55 and Mississippi Highway 84 intersect,
the board of supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the county
prosecuting attorney an additional amount not to exceed ten
percent (10%) of the maximum allowable salary for that attorney
under subsection (1).

(mm) In any county on the Mississippi River levee,
having a population greater than forty-one thousand eight hundred
(41,800) but less than forty-one thousand nine hundred (41,900)
according to the 1990 federal census wherein U.S. Highway 61 and
Mississippi Highway 8 intersect, the board of supervisors, in its
discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual

salary equal to the annual salary of members of the board of
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supervisors in the county. In addition, the board of supervisors,
in its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney the sum
of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per month for the purpose of
defraying secretarial expenses.

(nn) In any county having a population greater than
twenty-four thousand seven hundred (24,700) and less than
twenty-four thousand nine hundred (24,900) according to the 1990
federal census, wherein Mississippi Highways 15 and 16 intersect,
the board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay the county
prosecuting attorney an annual salary equal to the annual salary
of members of the board of supervisors in the county.

(oo) In any county having a population greater than
thirty-seven thousand (37,000) but less than thirty-eight thousand
(38,000) according to the 1990 federal census, in which is located
a state supported institution of higher learning, and in which
U.S. Highway 82 and Mississippi Highway 7 intersect, the board of
supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the county prosecuting
attorney a salary in an amount not to exceed the amount of the
salary of the District Attorney for the Fourth Judicial District
of Mississippi.

(pp) In any county in which U.S. Highway 78 and
Mississippi Highway 15 intersect and which is traversed by the
Tallahatchie River, a salary equal to that of members of the board
of supervisors of the county, which salary shall be in addition to

any sums received for the purpose of defraying office or
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secretarial expenses and sums received as youth court prosecutor
fees.

(gg) In any county bordering on the State of Tennessee
and the State of Arkansas, wherein Interstate Highway 55 and
Mississippi Highway 302 intersect, the board of supervisors, in
its discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual
salary equal to the annual salary of justice court judges in the
county.

(rr) In any county that is traversed by the Natchez
Trace Parkway and in which Mississippi Highway 35 and Mississippi
Highway 12 intersect, the board of supervisors, in its discretion,
may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual salary in the
amount of the annual salary of justice court judges in the county.

(ss) In any county in which Mississippi Highway 14 and
Mississippi Highway 25 intersect, the board of supervisors, in its
discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual
salary in the amount of Twenty-two Thousand Dollars ($22,000.00).

(tt) In any county in which Interstate Highway 59 and
U.S. Highway 84 intersect, the board of supervisors, in its
discretion, may pay the county prosecuting attorney an annual
salary equal to the annual salary of members of the board of
supervisors in the county.

(uu) (1) In any county bordering on the Mississippi
River having a population greater than fifty thousand (50,000)

according to the 1980 federal decennial census and also having a
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national military park and national cemetery, the board of
supervisors of the county shall pay an annual salary of
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) or a salary equal to
that of a member of the board of supervisors, whichever is
greater, if not employed on a full-time basis. In addition, the
county prosecuting attorney shall be paid the sum of One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000.00) per month for the purpose of defraying
secretarial expenses, 1f not employed on a full-time basis; or
(ii) The board of supervisors of the county

described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, in its
discretion, may employ the elected county prosecuting attorney on
a full-time basis during his or her term of office and may pay
compensation to the full-time prosecuting attorney in an amount of
not more than ninety percent (90%) of the annual compensation and
salary of the County Court Judge of Warren County as authorized by
law, and may provide adequate office space and reasonable office
expenses to the county prosecuting attorney. The salary
authorized herein by this subparagraph (ii) for the county
prosecuting attorney shall be the sole and complete salary paid by
the county for the prosecuting attorney in Warren County,
notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary.

(3) In any case where a salary, expense allowance or other
sum is authorized or paid by the board of supervisors pursuant to

this section, that salary, expense allowance or other sum shall
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not be reduced or terminated during the term for which the county
attorney was elected.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the
contrary, no county prosecuting attorney shall receive for his
services an annual salary less than the salary paid to a justice
court judge in his respective county.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2026.
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