MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATURE REGULAR SESSION 2024

By:

Senator (s) DeBar, Parker, Sparks, To: Education

Branning, Boyd, Butler, Norwood
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SENATE BILL NO. 2689
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DISCONTINUATION OF END-OF-COURSE
SUBJECT AREA TESTING IN PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS FOR 11TH AND 12TH
GRADES; TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO SECURE APPROVAL FROM THE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO ALLOW NATIONALLY
RECOGNIZED COLLEGE-READINESS AND CAREER-READINESS EXAMS, SUCH AS,
BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE ACT AND ACT WORKKEYS ASSESSMENT, TO SERVE
AS COMPLIANCE WITH ANY FEDERAL TESTING REQUIREMENTS; TO REQUIRE
ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO TAKE A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED
COLLEGE-READINESS AND CAREER-READINESS TESTS, SUCH AS THE ACT AND
ACT WORKKEYS ASSESSMENTS; TO AMEND SECTION 37-17-6, MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE STATE'S
PERMANENT PERFORMANCE-BASED ACCREDITATION SYSTEM FOR SCHOOLS; TO
AMEND SECTIONS 37-16-3, 37-16-7, 37-16-17, 37-3-49, 37-15-38 AND
37-35-3, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PROVISION OF
THIS ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, the State

Board of Education shall cease to require the administration of
all end-of-course subject area tests for eleventh and twelfth
grades. In lieu of the end-of-course tests, students enrolled in
public secondary schools shall be administered nationally
recognized college-readiness and career-readiness tests, such as,
but not limited to, the ACT and ACT WorkKeys assessments, deemed

appropriate by the Mississippi Department of Education and
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required by Section 37-17-6. The Department of Education shall
seek to secure approval from the United States Department of
Education to allow nationally recognized college-readiness and
career-readiness tests, such as, but not limited to, the ACT and
ACT WorkKeys assessments, to serve as compliance with any Federal
testing requirements, thereby eliminating all Federal EOC tests
administered to eleventh and twelfth grades.

SECTION 2. Section 37-16-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-16-3. (1) The State Department of Education is directed
to implement a program of statewide assessment testing which shall
provide for the improvement of the operation and management of the
public schools. The statewide program shall be timed, as far as
possible, so as not to conflict with ongoing district assessment
programs. As part of the program, the department shall:

(a) Establish, with the approval of the State Board of
Education, minimum performance standards related to the goals for
education contained in the state's plan including, but not limited
to, basic skills in reading, writing and mathematics. The minimum
performance standards shall be approved by April 1 in each year
they are established.

(b) Conduct a uniform statewide testing program in
grades deemed appropriate in the public schools, including charter
schools, which shall include the administration of a

career-readiness assessment, such as, but not limited to, the ACT
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WorkKeys Assessment, deemed appropriate by the Mississippi
Department of Education working in coordination with the Office of
Workforce Development, to * * * 311 students * * *_  FEach

individual school district shall * * * ensure the assessment 1is

administered in the tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade. The program

shall also include the administration of a college-readiness

assessment, such as, but not limited to, the ACT, deemed

appropriate by the Mississippi Department of Education. The

program may test skill areas, basic skills and high school course
content.

(c) Monitor the results of the assessment program and,
at any time the composite student performance of a school or basic
program is found to be below the established minimum standards,
notify the district superintendent or the governing board of the
charter school, as the case may be, the school principal and the
school advisory committee or other existing parent group of the
situation within thirty (30) days of its determination. The
department shall further provide technical assistance to a school
district in the identification of the causes of this deficiency
and shall recommend courses of action for its correction.

(d) Provide technical assistance to the school
districts, when requested, in the development of student
performance standards in addition to the established minimum

statewide standards.
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(e) Issue security procedure regulations providing for
the security and integrity of the tests that are administered
under the basic skills assessment program.

(f) In case of an allegation of a testing irregularity
that prompts a need for an investigation by the Department of
Education, the department may, in its discretion, take complete
control of the statewide test administration in a school district
or any part thereof, including, but not limited to, obtaining
control of the test booklets and answer documents. In the case of
any verified testing irregularity that jeopardized the security
and integrity of the test(s), validity or the accuracy of the test
results, the cost of the investigation and any other actual and
necessary costs related to the investigation paid by the
Department of Education shall be reimbursed by the local school
district from funds other than federal funds, Mississippi Adequate
Education Program funds, or any other state funds within six (6)
months from the date of notice by the department to the school
district to make reimbursement to the department.

(2) Uniform basic skills tests shall be completed by each
student in the appropriate grade. These tests shall be
administered in such a manner as to preserve the integrity and
validity of the assessment. In the event of excused or unexcused
student absences, make-up tests shall be given. The school
superintendent of every school district in the state and the

principal of each charter school shall annually certify to the
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State Department of Education that each student enrolled in the
appropriate grade has completed the required basic skills
assessment test for his or her grade in a valid test
administration.

(3) Within five (5) days of completing the administration of
a statewide test, the principal of the school where the test was
administered shall certify under oath to the State Department of
Education that the statewide test was administered in strict
accordance with the Requirements of the Mississippi Statewide
Assessment System as adopted by the State Board of Education. The
principal's sworn certification shall be set forth on a form
developed and approved by the Department of Education. If,
following the administration of a statewide test, the principal
has reason to believe that the test was not administered in strict
accordance with the Requirements of the Mississippi Statewide
Assessment System as adopted by the State Board of Education, the
principal shall submit a sworn certification to the Department of
Education setting forth all information known or believed by the
principal about all potential violations of the Requirements of
the Mississippi Statewide Assessment System as adopted by the
State Board of Education. The submission of false information or
false certification to the Department of Education by any licensed
educator may result in licensure disciplinary action pursuant to

Section 37-3-2 and criminal prosecution pursuant to Section

37-16-4.
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SECTION 3. Section 37-16-7, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-16-7. (1) Each district school board shall establish
standards for graduation from its schools which shall include as a
minimum:

(a) Mastery of minimum academic skills as measured by
assessments * * * gdministered by the State Board of Education.

(b) Completion of a minimum number of academic credits,
and all other applicable requirements prescribed by the district
school board.

(c) By school, information on high school graduation
rates. High schools with graduation rates lower than eighty
percent (80%) must submit a detailed plan to the Mississippi
Department of Education to restructure the high school experience
to improve graduation rates.

(2) A student who meets all requirements prescribed in
subsection (1) of this section shall be awarded a standard diploma
in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education.

(3) The State Board of Education may establish student
proficiency standards for promotion to grade levels leading to
graduation.

SECTION 4. Section 37-16-17, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-16-17. (1) Purpose. (a) The purpose of this section is

to create a quality option in Mississippi's high schools for
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students not wishing to pursue a baccalaureate degree, which shall
consist of challenging academic courses and modern
career-technical studies. The goal for students pursuing the
career technical education pathways is to graduate from high
school with a standard diploma and credit toward a community
college certification in a career-technical field. These students
also shall be encouraged to take the national assessment in the
career-technical field in which they become certified.

(b) The State Board of Education shall develop and
adopt course and curriculum requirements for career technical
education pathways offered by local public school boards in
accordance with this section. The Mississippi Community College
Board and the State Board of Education jointly shall determine
course and curriculum requirements for the career technical
education pathways. The State Board of Education shall require
school districts to provide notice to all incoming middle school
students and junior high students of the career technical
education pathways offered by local school boards. Such notice
shall include the career technical education pathways available,
the course requirements of each pathway, how to enroll in the
pathway and any other necessary information as determined by the
State Board of Education.

(2) Career technical education pathway; description;
curriculum. (a) A career technical education pathway shall

provide a student with greater technical skill and a strong
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academic core and shall be offered to each high school student
enrolled in a public school district. The career technical
education pathway shall be linked to postsecondary options and
shall prepare students to pursue either a degree or certification
from a postsecondary institution, an industry-based training or
certification, an apprenticeship, the military, or immediate
entrance into a career field. The career technical education
pathway shall provide students with alternatives to entrance into
a four-year university or college after high school graduation.

(b) Students pursuing a career technical education
pathway shall be afforded the opportunity to dually enroll in a
community or technical college or to participate in a business
internship or work-study program, when such opportunities are
available and appropriate.

(c) Each public school district shall offer a career
technical education pathway approved by the State Board of
Education.

(d) Students in a career technical education pathway
shall complete an academic core of courses and a career and
technical sequence of courses.

(e) Students pursuing a career technical education
pathway must complete the twenty-four (24) course unit
requirements for a regular high school diploma, which may include,
but not be limited to the following course content:

(i) English I;
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(ii) English II;

(1ii) Technical writing;

(iv) Computer programming;

(v) Algebra I;

(vi) Personal Finance;

(vii) Advanced technical mathematics;

(viii) Computer Science;

(ix) Biology;

(x) Earth and Space Science;

(xi) U.S. History;

(x11) Mississippi Studies/U.S. Government;

(x1iii) Health;

(x1iv) Physical Education;

(xv) Soft skills, which include, but are not
limited to, communication ability, language skills, time
management, teamwork and leadership traits;

(xvi) Career technical education pathway courses;
and

(xvii) Integrated technology.

(f) The courses provided in paragraph (e) of this
subsection may be tailored to the individual needs of the school
district as long as the amendments align with the basic course

requirements of paragraph (e).
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223 (3) Nothing in this section shall disallow the development
224 of a dual enrollment program with a technical college so long as
225 an individual school district, with approval from the State

226  Department of Education, agrees to implement such a program in
227 connection with a technical college and the agreement is also
228 approved by the proprietary school's commission.

229 SECTION 5. Section 37-17-6, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
230 amended as follows:

231 37-17-6. (1) The State Board of Education, acting through
232 the Commission on School Accreditation, shall establish and

233 implement a permanent performance-based accreditation system, and
234 all noncharter public elementary and secondary schools shall be
235 accredited under this system.

236 (2) * * * School districts shall be required to provide

237 school classroom space that is air-conditioned as a minimum

238 requirement for accreditation.

239 (3) (a) * * * The State Board of Education, acting through
240 the Commission on School Accreditation, shall require that school
241 districts employ certified school librarians according to the

242 following formula:

243 Number of Students Number of Certified
244 Per School Library School Librarians
245 0 - 499 Students 1/2 Full-time Equivalent
246 Certified Librarian
247 500 or More Students 1 Full-time Certified
S. B. No. 2689 00 00RO ~ OFFICIAL ~
24/5526/R559PS

PAGE 10



248

249

250

251

252

253

254

255

256

257

258

259

260

261

262

263

264

265

266

267

268

269

270

271

272

Librarian

(b) The State Board of Education, however, may increase
the number of positions beyond the above requirements.

(c) The assignment of certified school librarians to
the particular schools shall be at the discretion of the local
school district. ©No individual shall be employed as a certified
school librarian without appropriate training and certification as
a school librarian by the State Department of Education.

(d) School librarians in the district shall spend at
least fifty percent (50%) of direct work time in a school library
and shall devote no more than one-fourth (1/4) of the workday to
administrative activities that are library related.

(e) Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit any
school district from employing more certified school librarians
than are provided for in this section.

(f) Any additional millage levied to fund school
librarians required for accreditation under this subsection shall
be included in the tax increase limitation set forth in Sections
37-57-105 and 37-57-107 and shall not be deemed a new program for
purposes of the limitation.

(4) * * * [Deleted]

(5) (a) * * * The State Department of Education, acting
through the Mississippi Commission on School Accreditation,
shall * * * implement a single "A" through "F" school and school

district accountability system complying with applicable federal
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and state requirements in order to reach the following educational
goals:
(i) To mobilize resources and supplies to ensure

that all students exit third grade reading on grade level * * *;

(ii) To reduce the student dropout rate to * * *
ten percent (10%); and
(1ii) To have sixty percent (60%) of students

scoring proficient and advanced on * * * gssessments * * *,

(b) The State Department of Education shall combine the
state school and school district accountability system with the
federal system in order to have a single system.

(c) The State Department of Education shall establish
five (5) performance categories ("A," "B," "C," "D" and "F") for
the accountability system based on the following criteria:

(1) Student Achievement: the percent of students
proficient and advanced on the current state assessments;

(ii) Individual student growth: the percent of
students making one (1) year's progress in one (1) year's time on
the state assessment, with an emphasis on the progress of the
lowest twenty-five percent (25%) of students in the school or
district;

(1iii) Four-year graduation rate: the percent of
students graduating with a standard high school diploma in four

(4) years, as defined by federal regulations;

* % %
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(* * *iv) The system shall include the federally
compliant four-year graduation rate in school and school district
accountability system calculations. Graduation rate will apply to
high school and school district accountability ratings as a
compensatory component. The system shall discontinue the use of
the High School Completer Index (HSCI);

( * * *v) The school and school district
accountability system shall incorporate a standards-based growth
model, in order to support improvement of individual student
learning;

* * %

( * * *vi) The State Department of Education shall
determine feeder patterns of schools that do not earn a school
grade because the grades and subjects taught at the school do not
have statewide standardized assessments needed to calculate a
school grade. Upon determination of the feeder pattern, the
department shall notify schools and school districts prior to the
release of the school grades * * ¥,  Feeder schools will be
assigned the accountability designation of the school to which
they provide students;

(% * *yii) Standards for student, school and

school district performance will be increased when student
proficiency is at a seventy-five percent (75%) and/or when

sixty-five percent (65%) of the schools and/or school districts
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are earning a grade of "B" or higher, in order to raise the
standard on performance after targets are met;

( * * *yiii) The system shall include student

performance on the administration of a career-readiness
assessment, such as, but not limited to, the ACT WorkKeys
Assessment, deemed appropriate by the Mississippi Department of
Education working in coordination with the Office of Workforce

Development * * *; and

(ix) The system shall include student performance

on the administration of a college-readiness assessment, such as,

but not limited to, the ACT, deemed appropriate by the Mississippi

Department of Education.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to require a
nonpublic school that receives no local, state or federal funds
for support to become accredited by the State Board of Education.

(7) The State Board of Education shall create an
accreditation audit unit under the Commission on School
Accreditation to determine whether schools are complying with
accreditation standards.

(8) The State Board of Education shall be specifically
authorized and empowered to withhold adequate education program
fund allocations, whichever is applicable, to any public school
district for failure to timely report student, school personnel
and fiscal data necessary to meet state and/or federal

requirements.
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(9) [Deleted]

(10) The State Board of Education shall establish, for those
school districts failing to meet accreditation standards, a
program of development to be complied with in order to receive
state funds, except as otherwise provided in subsection (15) of
this section when the Governor has declared a state of emergency
in a school district or as otherwise provided in Section 206,
Mississippi Constitution of 1890. The state board, in
establishing these standards, shall provide for notice to schools
and sufficient time and aid to enable schools to attempt to meet
these standards, unless procedures under subsection (15) of this
section have been invoked.

(11) Beginning July 1, 1998, the State Board of Education
shall be charged with the implementation of the program of
development in each applicable school district as follows:

(a) Develop an impairment report for each district
failing to meet accreditation standards in conjunction with school
district officials;

(b) DNotify any applicable school district failing to
meet accreditation standards that it is on probation until
corrective actions are taken or until the deficiencies have been
removed. The local school district shall develop a corrective
action plan to improve its deficiencies. For district academic
deficiencies, the corrective action plan for each such school

district shall be based upon a complete analysis of the following:
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student test data, student grades, student attendance reports,
student dropout data, existence and other relevant data. The
corrective action plan shall describe the specific measures to be

taken by the particular school district and school to improve:

(i) instruction; (ii) curriculum; (iii) professional development;
(iv) personnel and classroom organization; (v) student incentives
for performance; (vi) process deficiencies; and (vii) reporting to

the local school board, parents and the community. The corrective
action plan shall describe the specific individuals responsible
for implementing each component of the recommendation and how each
will be evaluated. All corrective action plans shall be provided
to the State Board of Education as may be required. The decision
of the State Board of Education establishing the probationary
period of time shall be final;

(c) Offer, during the probationary period, technical
assistance to the school district in making corrective actions.
Beginning July 1, 1998, subject to the availability of funds, the
State Department of Education shall provide technical and/or
financial assistance to all such school districts in order to
implement each measure identified in that district's corrective
action plan through professional development and on-site
assistance. Each such school district shall apply for and utilize
all available federal funding in order to support its corrective
action plan in addition to state funds made available under this
paragraph;
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(d) Assign department personnel or contract, in its
discretion, with the institutions of higher learning or other
appropriate private entities with experience in the academic,
finance and other operational functions of schools to assist
school districts;

(e) Provide for publication of public notice at least
one time during the probationary period, in a newspaper published
within the jurisdiction of the school district failing to meet
accreditation standards, or if no newspaper is published therein,
then in a newspaper having a general circulation therein. The
publication shall include the following: declaration of school
system's status as being on probation; all details relating to the
impairment report; and other information as the State Board of
Education deems appropriate. Public notices issued under this
section shall be subject to Section 13-3-31 and not contrary to
other laws regarding newspaper publication.

(12) (a) If the recommendations for corrective action are
not taken by the local school district or if the deficiencies are
not removed by the end of the probationary period, the Commission
on School Accreditation shall conduct a hearing to allow the
affected school district to present evidence or other reasons why
its accreditation should not be withdrawn. Additionally, if the
local school district violates accreditation standards that have
been determined by the policies and procedures of the State Board

of Education to be a basis for withdrawal of school district's
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accreditation without a probationary period, the Commission on
School Accreditation shall conduct a hearing to allow the affected
school district to present evidence or other reasons why its
accreditation should not be withdrawn. After its consideration of
the results of the hearing, the Commission on School Accreditation
shall be authorized, with the approval of the State Board of
Education, to withdraw the accreditation of a public school
district, and issue a request to the Governor that a state of
emergency be declared in that district.

(b) If the State Board of Education and the Commission
on School Accreditation determine that an extreme emergency
situation exists in a school district that jeopardizes the safety,
security or educational interests of the children enrolled in the
schools in that district and that emergency situation is believed
to be related to a serious violation or violations of
accreditation standards or state or federal law, or when a school
district meets the State Board of Education's definition of a
failing school district for two (2) consecutive full school years,
or 1f more than fifty percent (50%) of the schools within the
school district are designated as Schools At-Risk in any one (1)
year, the State Board of Education may request the Governor to
declare a state of emergency in that school district. For
purposes of this paragraph, the declarations of a state of
emergency shall not be limited to those instances when a school

district's impairments are related to a lack of financial
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resources, but also shall include serious failure to meet minimum
academic standards, as evidenced by a continued pattern of poor
student performance.

(c) Whenever the Governor declares a state of emergency
in a school district in response to a request made under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this subsection, the State Board of Education may
take one or more of the following actions:

(i) Declare a state of emergency, under which some
or all of state funds can be escrowed except as otherwise provided
in Section 206, Constitution of 1890, until the board determines
corrective actions are being taken or the deficiencies have been
removed, or that the needs of students warrant the release of
funds. The funds may be released from escrow for any program
which the board determines to have been restored to standard even
though the state of emergency may not as yet be terminated for the
district as a whole;

(ii) Override any decision of the local school
board or superintendent of education, or both, concerning the
management and operation of the school district, or initiate and
make decisions concerning the management and operation of the
school district;

(iii) Assign an interim superintendent, or in its
discretion, contract with a private entity with experience in the

academic, finance and other operational functions of schools and

S. B. No. 2689 00 0000 0O ~ OFFICIAL ~
24/8526/R559PS
PAGE 19



471

472

473

474

475

476

4777

478

479

480

481

482

483

484

485

486

487

488

489

490

491

492

493

494

school districts, who will have those powers and duties prescribed
in subsection (15) of this section;

(iv) Grant transfers to students who attend this
school district so that they may attend other accredited schools
or districts in a manner that is not in violation of state or
federal law;

(v) For states of emergency declared under
paragraph (a) only, if the accreditation deficiencies are related
to the fact that the school district is too small, with too few
resources, to meet the required standards and if another school
district is willing to accept those students, abolish that
district and assign that territory to another school district or
districts. If the school district has proposed a voluntary
consolidation with another school district or districts, then if
the State Board of Education finds that it is in the best interest
of the pupils of the district for the consolidation to proceed,
the voluntary consolidation shall have priority over any such
assignment of territory by the State Board of Education;

(vi) For states of emergency declared under
paragraph (b) only, reduce local supplements paid to school
district employees, including, but not limited to, instructional
personnel, assistant teachers and extracurricular activities
personnel, if the district's impairment is related to a lack of

financial resources, but only to an extent that will result in the
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salaries being comparable to districts similarly situated, as
determined by the State Board of Education;

(vii) For states of emergency declared under
paragraph (b) only, the State Board of Education may take any
action as prescribed in Section 37-17-13.

(d) At the time that satisfactory corrective action has
been taken in a school district in which a state of emergency has
been declared, the State Board of Education may request the
Governor to declare that the state of emergency no longer exists
in the district.

(e) The parent or legal guardian of a school-age child
who is enrolled in a school district whose accreditation has been
withdrawn by the Commission on School Accreditation and without
approval of that school district may file a petition in writing to
a school district accredited by the Commission on School
Accreditation for a legal transfer. The school district
accredited by the Commission on School Accreditation may grant the
transfer according to the procedures of Section 37-15-31(1) (b).

In the event the accreditation of the student's home district is
restored after a transfer has been approved, the student may
continue to attend the transferee school district. The per-pupil
amount of the adequate education program allotment, including the
collective "add-on program" costs for the student's home school

district shall be transferred monthly to the school district
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accredited by the Commission on School Accreditation that has
granted the transfer of the school-age child.

(f) Upon the declaration of a state of emergency for
any school district in which the Governor has previously declared
a state of emergency, the State Board of Education may either:

(i) Place the school district into district
transformation, in which the school district shall remain until it
has fulfilled all conditions related to district transformation.
If the district was assigned an accreditation rating of "D" or "F"
when placed into district transformation, the district shall be
eligible to return to local control when the school district has
attained a "C" rating or higher for five (5) consecutive years,
unless the State Board of Education determines that the district
is eligible to return to local control in less than the five-year
period;

(1i) Abolish the school district and
administratively consolidate the school district with one or more
existing school districts;

(1ii) Reduce the size of the district and
administratively consolidate parts of the district, as determined
by the State Board of Education. However, no school district
which is not in district transformation shall be required to
accept additional territory over the objection of the district; or

(iv) Require the school district to develop and

implement a district improvement plan with prescriptive guidance
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and support from the State Department of Education, with the goal
of helping the district improve student achievement. Failure of
the school board, superintendent and school district staff to
implement the plan with fidelity and participate in the activities
provided as support by the department shall result in the school
district retaining its eligibility for district transformation.
(g) There is established a Mississippi Recovery School
District within the State Department of Education under the
supervision of a deputy superintendent appointed by the State
Superintendent of Public Education, who is subject to the approval
by the State Board of Education. The Mississippi Recovery School
District shall provide leadership and oversight of all school
districts that are subject to district transformation status, as
defined in Chapters 17 and 18, Title 37, Mississippi Code of 1972,
and shall have all the authority granted under these two (2)
chapters. The Mississippi Department of Education, with the
approval of the State Board of Education, shall develop policies
for the operation and management of the Mississippi Recovery
School District. The deputy state superintendent is responsible
for the Mississippi Recovery School District and shall be
authorized to oversee the administration of the Mississippi
Recovery School District, oversee the interim superintendent
assigned by the State Board of Education to a local school
district, hear appeals that would normally be filed by students,

parents or employees and heard by a local school board, which
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hearings on appeal shall be conducted in a prompt and timely
manner in the school district from which the appeal originated in
order to ensure the ability of appellants, other parties and
witnesses to appeal without undue burden of travel costs or loss
of time from work, and perform other related duties as assigned by
the State Superintendent of Public Education. The deputy state
superintendent is responsible for the Mississippi Recovery School
District and shall determine, based on rigorous professional
qualifications set by the State Board of Education, the
appropriate individuals to be engaged to be interim
superintendents and financial advisors, 1if applicable, of all
school districts subject to district transformation status. After
State Board of Education approval, these individuals shall be
deemed independent contractors.

(13) Upon the declaration of a state of emergency in a
school district under subsection (12) of this section, the
Commission on School Accreditation shall be responsible for public
notice at least once a week for at least three (3) consecutive
weeks in a newspaper published within the jurisdiction of the
school district failing to meet accreditation standards, or if no
newspaper 1is published therein, then in a newspaper having a
general circulation therein. The size of the notice shall be no
smaller than one-fourth (1/4) of a standard newspaper page and
shall be printed in bold print. 1If an interim superintendent has

been appointed for the school district, the notice shall begin as
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594 follows: "By authority of Section 37-17-6, Mississippi Code of
595 1972, as amended, adopted by the Mississippi Legislature during
596 the 1991 Regular Session, this school district (name of school
597 district) is hereby placed under the jurisdiction of the State
598 Department of Education acting through its appointed interim

599 superintendent (name of interim superintendent) ."

600 The notice also shall include, in the discretion of the State
601 Board of Education, any or all details relating to the school

602 district's emergency status, including the declaration of a state
603 of emergency in the school district and a description of the

604 district's impairment deficiencies, conditions of any district
605 transformation status and corrective actions recommended and being
606 taken. Public notices issued under this section shall be subject
607 to Section 13-3-31 and not contrary to other laws regarding

608 newspaper publication.

609 Upon termination of the state of emergency in a school

610 district, the Commission on School Accreditation shall cause

611 notice to be published in the school district in the same manner
612 provided in this section, to include any or all details relating
613 to the corrective action taken in the school district that

614 resulted in the termination of the state of emergency.

615 (14) The State Board of Education or the Commission on

616 School Accreditation shall have the authority to require school

617 districts to produce the necessary reports, correspondence,
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financial statements, and any other documents and information
necessary to fulfill the requirements of this section.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to grant any
individual, corporation, board or interim superintendent the
authority to levy taxes except in accordance with presently
existing statutory provisions.

(15) (a) Whenever the Governor declares a state of
emergency in a school district in response to a request made under
subsection (12) of this section, the State Board of Education, in
its discretion, may assign an interim superintendent to the school
district, or in its discretion, may contract with an appropriate
private entity with experience in the academic, finance and other
operational functions of schools and school districts, who will be
responsible for the administration, management and operation of
the school district, including, but not limited to, the following
activities:

(1) Approving or disapproving all financial
obligations of the district, including, but not limited to, the
employment, termination, nonrenewal and reassignment of all
licensed and nonlicensed personnel, contractual agreements and
purchase orders, and approving or disapproving all claim dockets
and the issuance of checks; in approving or disapproving
employment contracts of superintendents, assistant superintendents

or principals, the interim superintendent shall not be required to

S. B. No. 2689 00 0000 0O ~ OFFICIAL ~
24/8526/R559PS
PAGE 26



642

643

644

645

646

647

648

649

650

651

652

653

654

655

656

657

658

659

660

661

662

663

664

665

666

comply with the time limitations prescribed in Sections 37-9-15
and 37-9-105;

(ii) Supervising the day-to-day activities of the
district's staff, including reassigning the duties and
responsibilities of personnel in a manner which, in the
determination of the interim superintendent, will best suit the
needs of the district;

(iii) Reviewing the district's total financial
obligations and operations and making recommendations to the
district for cost savings, including, but not limited to,
reassigning the duties and responsibilities of staff;

(iv) Attending all meetings of the district's
school board and administrative staff;

(v) Approving or disapproving all athletic, band
and other extracurricular activities and any matters related to
those activities;

(vi) Maintaining a detailed account of
recommendations made to the district and actions taken in response
to those recommendations;

(vii) Reporting periodically to the State Board of
Education on the progress or lack of progress being made in the
district to improve the district's impairments during the state of
emergency; and

(viii) Appointing a parent advisory committee,
comprised of parents of students in the school district that may
S. B. No. 2689 00 00RO ~ OFFICIAL ~
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make recommendations to the interim superintendent concerning the
administration, management and operation of the school district.

The cost of the salary of the interim superintendent and any
other actual and necessary costs related to district
transformation status paid by the State Department of Education
shall be reimbursed by the local school district from funds other
than adequate education program funds. The department shall
submit an itemized statement to the superintendent of the local
school district for reimbursement purposes, and any unpaid balance
may be withheld from the district's adequate education program
funds.

At the time that the Governor, in accordance with the request
of the State Board of Education, declares that the state of
emergency no longer exists in a school district, the powers and
responsibilities of the interim superintendent assigned to the
district shall cease.

(b) In order to provide loans to school districts under
a state of emergency or in district transformation status that
have impairments related to a lack of financial resources, the
School District Emergency Assistance Fund is created as a special
fund in the State Treasury into which monies may be transferred or
appropriated by the Legislature from any available public
education funds. Funds in the School District Emergency
Assistance Fund up to a maximum balance of Three Million Dollars
($3,000,000.00) annually shall not lapse but shall be available
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for expenditure in subsequent years subject to approval of the
State Board of Education. Any amount in the fund in excess of
Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00) at the end of the fiscal
year shall lapse into the State General Fund or the Education

Enhancement Fund, depending on the source of the fund.

The State Board of Education may loan monies from the School
District Emergency Assistance Fund to a school district that is
under a state of emergency or in district transformation status,
in those amounts, as determined by the board, that are necessary
to correct the district's impairments related to a lack of
financial resources. The loans shall be evidenced by an agreement
between the school district and the State Board of Education and
shall be repayable in principal, without necessity of interest, to
the School District Emergency Assistance Fund by the school
district from any allowable funds that are available. The total
amount loaned to the district shall be due and payable within five
(5) years after the impairments related to a lack of financial
resources are corrected. If a school district fails to make
payments on the loan in accordance with the terms of the agreement
between the district and the State Board of Education, the State
Department of Education, in accordance with rules and regulations
established by the State Board of Education, may withhold that
district's adequate education program funds in an amount and

manner that will effectuate repayment consistent with the terms of
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the agreement; the funds withheld by the department shall be
deposited into the School District Emergency Assistance Fund.

The State Board of Education shall develop a protocol that
will outline the performance standards and requisite timeline
deemed necessary for extreme emergency measures. If the State
Board of Education determines that an extreme emergency exists,
simultaneous with the powers exercised in this subsection, it
shall take immediate action against all parties responsible for
the affected school districts having been determined to be in an
extreme emergency. The action shall include, but not be limited
to, initiating civil actions to recover funds and criminal actions
to account for criminal activity. Any funds recovered by the
State Auditor or the State Board of Education from the surety
bonds of school officials or from any civil action brought under
this subsection shall be applied toward the repayment of any loan
made to a school district hereunder.

(16) If a majority of the membership of the school board of
any school district resigns from office, the State Board of
Education shall be authorized to assign an interim superintendent,
who shall be responsible for the administration, management and
operation of the school district until the time as new board
members are selected or the Governor declares a state of emergency
in that school district under subsection (12), whichever occurs
first. 1In that case, the State Board of Education, acting through

the interim superintendent, shall have all powers which were held
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by the previously existing school board, and may take any action
as prescribed in Section 37-17-13 and/or one or more of the
actions authorized in this section.

(17) (a) If the Governor declares a state of emergency in a
school district, the State Board of Education may take all such
action pertaining to that school district as is authorized under
subsection (12) or (15) of this section, including the appointment
of an interim superintendent. The State Board of Education shall
also have the authority to issue a written request with
documentation to the Governor asking that the office of the
superintendent of the school district be subject to recall. If
the Governor declares that the office of the superintendent of the
school district is subject to recall, the local school board or
the county election commission, as the case may be, shall take the
following action:

(1) If the office of superintendent is an elected
office, in those years in which there is no general election, the
name shall be submitted by the State Board of Education to the
county election commission, and the county election commission
shall submit the question at a special election to the voters
eligible to vote for the office of superintendent within the
county, and the special election shall be held within sixty (60)
days from notification by the State Board of Education. The

ballot shall read substantially as follows:

S. B. No. 2689 00 0000 0O ~ OFFICIAL ~
24/8526/R559PS
PAGE 31



765 "Shall County Superintendent of Education (here the

766 name of the superintendent shall be inserted) of the

767 (here the title of the school district shall be inserted) be

768 retained in office? Yes No "

769 If a majority of those voting on the question votes against
770 retaining the superintendent in office, a vacancy shall exist
771 which shall be filled in the manner provided by law; otherwise,
772 the superintendent shall remain in office for the term of that
773 office, and at the expiration of the term shall be eligible for
774 qualification and election to another term or terms.

775 (ii) If the office of superintendent is an

776 appointive office, the name of the superintendent shall be

777 submitted by the president of the local school board at the next
778 regular meeting of the school board for retention in office or
779 dismissal from office. If a majority of the school board voting
780 on the question vote against retaining the superintendent in

781 office, a vacancy shall exist which shall be filled as provided by
782 law, otherwise the superintendent shall remain in office for the
783 duration of his employment contract.

784 (b) The State Board of Education may issue a written
785 request with documentation to the Governor asking that the

786 membership of the school board of the school district shall be
787 subject to recall. Whenever the Governor declares that the

788 membership of the school board is subject to recall, the county
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election commission or the local governing authorities, as the
case may be, shall take the following action:

(i) If the members of the local school board are
elected to office, in those years in which the specific member's
office is not up for election, the name of the school board member
shall be submitted by the State Board of Education to the county
election commission, and the county election commission at a
special election shall submit the question to the voters eligible
to vote for the particular member's office within the county or
school district, as the case may be, and the special election
shall be held within sixty (60) days from notification by the
State Board of Education. The ballot shall read substantially as
follows:

"Members of the (here the title of the school

district shall be inserted) School Board who are not up for
election this year are subject to recall because of the school
district's failure to meet critical accountability standards as
defined in the letter of notification to the Governor from the
State Board of Education. Shall the member of the school board

representing this area, (here the name of the school

board member holding the office shall be inserted), be retained in
office? Yes No "

If a majority of those voting on the question vote against
retaining the member of the school board in office, a vacancy in
that board member's office shall exist, which shall be filled in
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the manner provided by law; otherwise, the school board member
shall remain in office for the term of that office, and at the
expiration of the term of office, the member shall be eligible for
qualification and election to another term or terms of office.
However, i1f a majority of the school board members are recalled in
the special election, the Governor shall authorize the board of
supervisors of the county in which the school district is situated
to appoint members to fill the offices of the members recalled.
The board of supervisors shall make those appointments in the
manner provided by law for filling vacancies on the school board,
and the appointed members shall serve until the office is filled
at the next regular special election or general election.

(ii) If the local school board is an appointed
school board, the name of all school board members shall be
submitted as a collective board by the president of the municipal
or county governing authority, as the case may be, at the next
regular meeting of the governing authority for retention in office
or dismissal from office. If a majority of the governing
authority voting on the question vote against retaining the board
in office, a vacancy shall exist in each school board member's
office, which shall be filled as provided by law; otherwise, the
members of the appointed school board shall remain in office for
the duration of their term of appointment, and those members may

be reappointed.
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(iii) If the local school board is comprised of
both elected and appointed members, the elected members shall be
subject to recall in the manner provided in subparagraph (i) of
this paragraph (b), and the appointed members shall be subject to
recall in the manner provided in subparagraph (ii).

(18) Beginning with the school district audits conducted for
the 1997-1998 fiscal year, the State Board of Education, acting
through the Commission on School Accreditation, shall require each
school district to comply with standards established by the State
Department of Audit for the verification of fixed assets and the
auditing of fixed assets records as a minimum requirement for
accreditation.

(19) Before December 1, 1999, the State Board of Education
shall recommend a program to the Education Committees of the House
of Representatives and the Senate for identifying and rewarding
public schools that improve or are high performing. The program
shall be described by the board in a written report, which shall
include criteria and a process through which improving schools and
high-performing schools will be identified and rewarded.

The State Superintendent of Public Education and the State
Board of Education also shall develop a comprehensive
accountability plan to ensure that local school boards,
superintendents, principals and teachers are held accountable for
student achievement. A written report on the accountability plan
shall be submitted to the Education Committees of both houses of
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the Legislature before December 1, 1999, with any necessary
legislative recommendations.

(20) Before January 1, 2008, the State Board of Education
shall evaluate and submit a recommendation to the Education
Committees of the House of Representatives and the Senate on
inclusion of graduation rate and dropout rate in the school level
accountability system.

(21) If a local school district is determined as failing and
placed into district transformation status for reasons authorized
by the provisions of this section, the interim superintendent
appointed to the district shall, within forty-five (45) days after
being appointed, present a detailed and structured corrective
action plan to move the local school district out of district
transformation status to the deputy superintendent. A copy of the
interim superintendent's corrective action plan shall also be
filed with the State Board of Education.

SECTION 6. Section 37-3-49, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-3-49. (1) The State Department of Education shall
provide an instructional program and establish guidelines and
procedures for managing such program in the public schools within
the school districts throughout the state as part of the State
Program of Educational Accountability and Assessment of
Performance as prescribed in Section 37-3-46. Public school

districts may (a) elect to adopt the instructional program and
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management system provided by the State Department of Education,
or (b) elect to adopt an instructional program and management
system which meets or exceeds criteria established by the State
Department of Education for such. This provision shall begin with
the courses taught in Grades K-8 which contain skills tested
through the Mississippi Basic Skills Assessment Program and shall
proceed through all secondary school courses mandated for
graduation * * *_  Other state core objectives must be included in
the district's instructional program as they are provided by the
State Department of Education along with instructional practices,
resources, evaluation items and management procedures. Districts
are encouraged to adapt this program and accompanying procedures
to all other instructional areas. The department shall provide
that such program and guidelines, or a program and guidelines
developed by a local school district which incorporates the core
objectives from the curriculum structure are enforced through the
performance-based accreditation system. It is the intent of the
Legislature that every effort be made to protect the instructional
time in the classroom and reduce the amount of paperwork which
must be completed by teachers. The State Department of Education
shall take steps to insure that school districts properly use
staff development time to work on the districts' instructional

management plans.
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(2) The State Department of Education shall provide such
instructional program and management guidelines which shall
require for every public school district that:

(a) All courses taught in Grades K-8 which contain
skills which are tested through the Mississippi Basic Skills

Assessment Program * * * and all * * * secondary school courses

mandated for graduation shall include the State Department of

Education's written list of learning objectives.

(b) The local school board must adopt the objectives
that will form the core curriculum which will be systematically
delivered throughout the district.

(c) The set of objectives provided by the State
Department of Education must be accompanied by suggested
instructional practices and resources that would help teachers
organize instruction so as to promote student learning of the
objectives. Objectives added by the school district must also be
accompanied by suggested instructional practices and resources
that would help teachers organize instruction. The instructional
practices and resources that are identified are to be used as
suggestions and not as requirements that teachers must follow.
The goal of the program is to have students to achieve the desired
objective and not to limit teachers in the way they teach.

(d) Standards for student performance must be

established for each core objective in the local program and those
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standards establish the district's definition of mastery for each
objective.

(e) There shall be an annual review of student
performance in the instructional program against locally
established standards. When weaknesses exist in the local
instructional program, the district shall take action to improve
student performance.

(3) The State Board of Education and the board of trustees
of each school district shall adopt policies to limit and reduce
the number and length of written reports that classroom teachers
are required to prepare.

(4) This section shall not be construed to limit teachers
from using their own professional skills to help students master
instructional objectives, nor shall it be construed as a call for
more detailed or complex lesson plans or any increase in testing
at the local school district level.

(5) Districts meeting the highest levels of accreditation
standards, as defined by the State Board of Education, shall be
exempted from the provisions of subsection (2) of this section.

SECTION 7. Section 37-15-38, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
amended as follows:

37-15-38. (1) The following phrases have the meanings
ascribed in this section unless the context clearly requires

otherwise:
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(a) A dual enrolled student is a student who is
enrolled in a community or junior college or state institution of
higher learning while enrolled in high school.

(b) A dual credit student is a student who is enrolled
in a community or junior college or state institution of higher
learning while enrolled in high school and who is receiving high
school and college credit for postsecondary coursework.

(2) A local school board, the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Higher Learning and the Mississippi Community
College Board shall establish a dual enrollment system under which
students in the school district who meet the prescribed criteria
of this section may be enrolled in a postsecondary institution in
Mississippi while they are still in school.

(3) Dual credit eligibility. Before credits earned by a
qualified high school student from a community or junior college
or state institution of higher learning may be transferred to the
student's home school district, the student must be properly
enrolled in a dual enrollment program.

(4) Admission criteria for dual enrollment in community and
junior college or university programs. The Mississippi Community
College Board and the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
Higher Learning may recommend to the State Board of Education
admission criteria for dual enrollment programs under which high
school students may enroll at a community or junior college or

university while they are still attending high school and enrolled
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in high school courses. Students may be admitted to enroll in
community or junior college courses under the dual enrollment
programs 1if they meet that individual institution's stated dual
enrollment admission requirements.

(5) Tuition and cost responsibility. Tuition and costs for
university-level courses and community and junior college courses
offered under a dual enrollment program may be paid for by the
postsecondary institution, the local school district, the parents
or legal guardians of the student, or by grants, foundations or
other private or public sources. Payment for tuition and any
other costs must be made directly to the credit-granting
institution.

(6) Transportation responsibility. Any transportation
required by a student to participate in the dual enrollment
program is the responsibility of the parent, custodian or legal
guardian of the student. Transportation costs may be paid from
any available public or private sources, including the local
school district.

(7) School district average daily attendance credit. When
dually enrolled, the student may be counted, for adequate
education program funding purposes, in the average daily
attendance of the public school district in which the student
attends high school.

(8) High school student transcript transfer requirements.

Grades and college credits earned by a student admitted to a dual
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credit program must be recorded on the high school student record
and on the college transcript at the university or community or
junior college where the student attends classes. The transcript
of the university or community or junior college coursework may be
released to another institution or applied toward college
graduation requirements.

(9) Determining factor of prerequisites for dual enrollment
courses. FEach university and community or Jjunior college
participating in a dual enrollment program shall determine course
prerequisites. Course prerequisites shall be the same for dual
enrolled students as for regularly enrolled students at that
university or community or Jjunior college.

(10) Process for determining articulation of curriculum
between high school, university, and community and junior college
courses. All dual credit courses must meet the standards
established at the postsecondary level. Postsecondary level
developmental courses may not be considered as meeting the
requirements of the dual credit program. Dual credit memorandum
of understandings must be established between each postsecondary

institution and the school district implementing a dual credit

program.
(11) [Deleted]
(12) Eligible courses for dual credit programs. Courses

eligible for dual credit include, but are not necessarily limited

to, foreign languages, advanced math courses, advanced science

S. B. No. 2689 00 0000 0O ~ OFFICIAL ~
24/8526/R559PS
PAGE 42



1034

1035

1036

1037

1038

1039

1040

1041

1042

1043

1044

1045

1046

1047

1048

1049

1050

1051

1052

1053

1054

1055

1056

1057

courses, performing arts, advanced business and technology, and
career and technical courses. Distance Learning Collaborative
Program courses approved under Section 37-67-1 shall be fully
eligible for dual credit. All courses being considered for dual
credit must receive unconditional approval from the superintendent
of the local school district and the chief instructional officer
at the participating community or Jjunior college or university in
order for college credit to be awarded. A university or community
or junior college shall make the final decision on what courses
are eligible for semester hour credits.

(13) High school Carnegie unit equivalency. One (1)
three-hour university or community or junior college course is
equal to one (1) high school Carnegie unit.

(14) Course alignment. The universities, community and
junior colleges and the State Department of Education shall
periodically review their respective policies and assess the place
of dual credit courses within the context of their traditional
offerings.

(15) Maximum dual credits allowed. It is the intent of the
dual enrollment program to make it possible for every eligible
student who desires to earn a semester's worth of college credit
in high school to do so. A qualified dually enrolled high school
student must be allowed to earn an unlimited number of college or

university credits for dual credit.
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(16) Dual credit program allowances. A student may be
granted credit delivered through the following means:

(a) Examination preparation taught at a high school by
a qualified teacher. A student may receive credit at the
secondary level after completion of an approved course and passing
the standard examination, such as an Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate course through which a high school
student is allowed CLEP credit by making a three (3) or higher on
the end-of-course examination.

(b) College or university courses taught at a high
school or designated postsecondary site by a qualified teacher who
is an employee of the school district and approved as an
instructor by the collaborating college or university.

(c) College or university courses taught at a college,
university or high school by an instructor employed by the college
or university and approved by the collaborating school district.

(d) Online courses of any public university, community
or junior college in Mississippi.

(17) Qualifications of dual credit instructors. A dual
credit academic instructor must meet the requirements set forth by
the regional accrediting association (Southern Association of
College and Schools). University and community and junior college
personnel have the sole authority in the selection of dual credit

instructors.
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A dual credit career and technical education instructor must
meet the requirements set forth by the Mississippi Community
College Board in the qualifications manual for postsecondary
career and technical personnel.

(18) Guidance on local agreements. The Chief Academic
Officer of the State Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
Higher Learning and the Chief Instructional Officers of the
Mississippi Community College Board and the State Department of
Education, working collaboratively, shall develop a template to be
used by the individual community and junior colleges and
institutions of higher learning for consistent implementation of
the dual enrollment program throughout the State of Mississippi.

(19) Mississippi Works Dual Enrollment-Dual Credit Option.
A local school board and the local community colleges board shall
establish a Mississippi Works Dual Enrollment-Dual Credit Option
Program under which potential or recent student dropouts may
dually enroll in their home school and a local community college
in a dual credit program consisting of high school completion
coursework and a community college credential, certificate or
degree program. Students completing the dual enrollment-credit
option may obtain their high school diploma while obtaining a
community college credential, certificate or degree. The
Mississippi Department of Employment Security shall assist
students who have successfully completed the Mississippi Works

Dual Enrollment-Dual Credit Option in securing a job upon the
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application of the student or the participating school or
community college. The Mississippi Works Dual Enrollment-Dual
Credit Option Program will be implemented statewide in the
2012-2013 school year and thereafter. The State Board of
Education, local school board and the local community college
board shall establish criteria for the Dual Enrollment-Dual Credit
Program. Students enrolled in the program will not be eligible to
participate in interscholastic sports or other extracurricular
activities at the home school district. Tuition and costs for
community college courses offered under the Dual Enrollment-Dual
Credit Program shall not be charged to the student, parents or
legal guardians. When dually enrolled, the student shall be
counted for adequate education program funding purposes, in the
average daily attendance of the public school district in which
the student attends high school, as provided in Section
37-151-7(1) (a) . Any transportation required by the student to
participate in the Dual Enrollment-Dual Credit Program is the
responsibility of the parent or legal guardian of the student, and
transportation costs may be paid from any available public or
private sources, including the local school district. Grades and
college credits earned by a student admitted to this Dual
Enrollment-Dual Credit Program shall be recorded on the high
school student record and on the college transcript at the

community college and high school where the student attends

classes. The transcript of the community college coursework may
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be released to another institution or applied toward college

graduation requirements. * * * Courses that are eligible for dual

credit * * * shall * * * include, but not be limited to, core

academic, career, technical and degree program courses. All
courses eligible for dual credit shall be approved by the
superintendent of the local school district and the chief
instructional officer at the participating community college in
order for college credit to be awarded. A community college shall
make the final decision on what courses are eligible for semester
hour credits and the local school superintendent, subject to
approval by the Mississippi Department of Education, shall make
the final decision on the transfer of college courses credited to
the student's high school transcript.

SECTION 8. Section 37-35-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-35-3. (1) The board of trustees of any school district,
including any community/junior college, may establish and maintain
classes for adults, including general educational development
classes, under the regulations authorized in this chapter and
pursuant to the standards prescribed in subsection (3). The
property and facilities of the public school districts may be used
for this purpose where such use does not conflict with uses
already established.

(2) The trustees of any school district desiring to

establish such program may request the taxing authority of the
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district to levy additional ad valorem taxes for the support of
this program. The board of supervisors, in the case of a county
school district, a special municipal separate school district, or
a community/junior college district, and the governing authority
of any municipality, in the case of a municipal separate school
district, is authorized, in its discretion, to levy a tax not
exceeding one (1) mill upon all the taxable property of the
district for the support of this program. The tax shall be in
addition to all other taxes authorized by law to be levied. 1In
addition to the funds realized from any such levy, the board of
trustees of any school district is authorized to use any surplus
funds that it may have or that may be made available to it from
local sources to supplement this program.

(3) (a) Any student participating in an approved High
School Equivalency Diploma Option program administered by a local
school district or a local school district with an approved
contractual agreement with a community/junior college or other
local entity shall not be considered a dropout. Students in such
a program administered by a local school district shall be
considered as enrolled within the school district of origin for
the purpose of enrollment for minimum program funding only. Such
students shall not be considered as enrolled in the regular school
program for academic or programmatic purposes.

(b) Students participating in an approved High School

Equivalency Diploma Option program shall have an individual career
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plan developed at the time of placement to insure that the
student's academic and job skill needs will be met. The
Individual Career Plan will address, but is not limited to, the
following:
(1) Academic/instructional needs of the student;
(ii) Job readiness needs of the student; and
(iii) Work experience program options available
for the student.

(c) Students participating in an approved High School
Equivalency Diploma Option program may participate in existing job
and skills development programs or in similar programs developed
in conjunction with the High School Equivalency Diploma Option
program and the vocational director.

(d) High School Equivalency Diploma Option programs may
be operated by local school districts or may be operated by two
(2) or more adjacent school districts, pursuant to a contract
approved by the State Board of Education. When two (2) or more
school districts contract to operate a High School Equivalency
Diploma Option program, the school board of a district designated
to be the lead district shall serve as the governing board of the
High School Equivalency Diploma Option program. Transportation
for students placed in the High School Equivalency Diploma Option
program shall be the responsibility of the school district of
origin. The expense of establishing, maintaining and operating

such High School Equivalency Diploma Option programs may be paid
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from funds made available to the school district through
contributions, minimum program funds or from local district
maintenance funds.

(e) The State Department of Education will develop
procedures and criteria for placement of a student in the High
School Equivalency Diploma Option programs. Students placed in
High School Equivalency Diploma Option programs shall have
parental approval for such placement and must meet the following
criteria:

(1) The student must be at least sixteen (106)
years of age;

(1i) The student must be at least one (1) full
grade level behind his or her ninth grade cohort or must have
acquired less than four (4) Carnegie units;

(1ii) The student must have taken every
opportunity to continue to participate in coursework leading to a
diploma; and

(iv) The student must be certified to be eligible
to participate in the GED course by the school district
superintendent, based on the developed criteria.

(f) Students participating in an approved High School
Equivalency Diploma Option program * * * shall be required to take

the * * * college- and career-readiness assessments as described

in Section 37-17-6.
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1231 SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from

1232 and after July 1, 2024, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2024.
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