AMENDMENT PROPOSED TO (ome Hree sibhivies
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“STGNATURE ~REQULREMEANTE
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HOUSE-BILL NO.

C e e e e el fHE FRU RalA
FROM~EZECH -CONGEEES LONAL- DESTRICT -FOR- AN
INITIATIVE, PETITIZON TO THE NUMBER OF CURRENT CONGRESSIONAL 7
DISTRICTS. T

2F 1T RESQLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF
MISST5SIPPI, That the following amendment to the Mississippil
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
state:

amend Sectlion 273, Mississippl Constitution of 1893, to read
as follows:

Section 273. (1) amendments to this Constitution may be
proposed bv the Legislature or by initiative of the people.

(?) Whenever two—-thirds (2/3) of each house of the
Legislature, which two-thirds (2/3) shall consisct of not Jess than
a majority of the members eiected tc each house, shail deem any
changa, alteration or amendment necessary to this Constituticn,
such proposad amencmenz, change or alteratien shall be read and
passed by two-thirds (2/3) wote of each house, as herein provided;
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public notice shall then be given by the Secretary of State at
least thirty (30) days preceding an election, at which the
qualified electors shall vote directly for or agalnst such change,
alteration or amendment, and if more than one {1} amendment snall
be submitted at one (1) time, Lhey shall be submitted in such
manner and form that the people may vote for or against each
amendment separately; and, notwithstanding the division of the
Constitution into sections, the Legislature may provide in its
resolution for one or more amendments pertaining and relating to
the same subject or subject mattasr, and may provide for one or
more amendments to an article of the Constitution pertaining and
relating to the same subject or subject matter, which may be
inciuded in and voted on as one {1} amendment; and if it shall
appear that a majority cf the gqualified electors voting directly
for or against the same shall have voted for the proposed change,
alteration or amencdment, then it shall be inserted as a part of
+he Constitution by proclamatior of the Secretary of State
certifying that it recelved the majority vote required by the
Constitution; and the resolution may fix the date ang direct the
cailing of elections for the purposes hereof.

(3} The people reserve unio themseives the power to propose
and enacl constitutional amendments by initiative. Ap initiative
fo amend the Constitution may be proposed by a petition signed
over a twelve-montn period by qualified electors equal ir number
5 at least twelve percent (12%) of the votes for all candidates
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for Governcr in the last gubernatorial election. The signatures
of the qualified electors from any congressional district shail
not exceed * * *_ere-fifth {45 +—oF the total numbetr of signatures
required LO gqualify an initiative petition for placement LpoON the
pallot divided by the numoer gj_conqrgggipnal districts in
existence on the day the petition 18 filed. If an initiative
petition contains signatures from a single congressional district

which exceed * * *—ofRe sieen {145y—ef the total number of required

signatures, the exCess number of signatures from that
congressional district shall not be considered by the Secretary of
Srace in determining whethex the petition gualifies for placement
cn the ballot.

{4y The sponsor of an ipitiative shall identify in the text
of the initiative the amount and source of revenue required to
implement the initiative. 1f the initiative reguires a reduction
in any source of government revenue, or a reallocation of funding
from currently funded programns, the sponsor shall identify in the
tex— of the initiative the progran or programs whosse funding must
pe reduced or eliminated to implemernt the initiative. Compllance
wilh this requirement shall not he a violation cf the subject
matter requairements of +his section of the Constiturion.

(5) The linitiative process shal: not be used:

(a) For the proposal, mod: fication or repeal of any

porticn of the Bill of Rights of Ehls Constitution;
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(b} To amend or repeal any 18w Or any provision of the
Cconstitution relating to the Mississippi Public Employees'
Retirement System;

(c) To amend or repeal the constitutional guarantee
that the right of any person to work shall not be denied or
abridged on account of membership or nonmembership Ln any labor
unzon or crganization; or

{d) To modify the initiative process for proposing
amendments to this Constitution.

(6) The Secretary of State shalil file with the Clerk of the
House and the Secretary of the Senate the complete text of the
cer-ified initiative on the first day of the regulavr session. &
constitutional iritiative may be adopted by a majority vote of
each house of the Legislature. If the irnitiative is adopteda,
amended or rejected by the Legislature; or if no action is taken
within four (4} months cf the date that the initiative 1s filced
with the Legislature, the Secretary of State shall place the
initiative on the ballot for the next statewide gerneral election.

The chief legisiative budget officer shall prepare a fiscal
anarysis of each initiative and each legislative alternative. A
summary of each fiscal analysis shall appear on the ba:lot.

(7) If the Legislature amends an initliative, the amended
version and the original initiative shall be submitted To the
electors. An initiative or legislative alterrative must receive a

majority oI the votes thereon ard rot less zhan forhty percent
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(40%) of the total votes cast at the election at walch the measurs
was submitted to be approved. If conflicting initiatives or
legislative alterratives are aporoved at tne same election, the
in‘tiative or legis’_ative alternative receiving the highest numbex
of affirmative votes shall prevaill.

{8y If an initiative measure proposed to the Legislature has

beer rejected by the Leglslature and an alternative measure 18

(Y

passed by the Legislature in lieu therecf, the ballot titles ©
both such measures shall be so printed on the officia’l ballots
rhat a voter can express separately Two (2) preferences: first,
by voting for the approval of either measure Or against both
measures, and, secondiy, by voting for one (1) measure or the
other measure. Lf the majority of those voting on the first issue
is against both measures, then poth measures fail, but in that
case the votes on the second issue nevertheless shail be carefully
counted and made public. If a majority voting on the first issue
is for the approval of either measure, then the measure recelving
a majority of the votes on the second issue and also receiving not
less than forty percent (40%) of tae total votes cast at the
election at which the measure was submitted for approval shall be
law. Any person who votes for tne ratification of elither measure
on the first issue must wvote for one (1} of the measures Cn the
second issue in order for the hallot to be valid. Any person who
votes against both measures on the first issue may vote bub shall

not be required to vote for any of the measures on the second
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issue in order for the ballot tO be valid. Substantiaily the
following form shall be * * *—=& in compliance with this
subsection:

INITIATED BY PETITION AND ALTERNATIVE BY LEGISLATURE

Initiative Measure No. , entitled f(here inserlL the

pal ot title of the initiative measure).

Alternative Measure No. =~ A, entitled (here insert
the pallct title of the alternative measure) .

VOTE FOR APPROVAL OF EITHER, OR AGAINST BOTH:

FOR APPROVAL CPF EITHER Initiative No.

OR Alternative No. = A ....eiiieraeaecnnser oo ()

AGAINST Both Initiative No.

AND Alternative No. = A c.eeeiearansnieem s {1}

AND VOTE FOR ONE

FOR Initiative Measure MO. v ersinrmenenermsey ()

FOR Alternative Measure No. AL v ()

(9) No more than five (3) initiative proposals shall be
subritted to the voters on a sirgle ballct, and the first five (5)
ipiviative provosals submitted to the Secretary of State with
sufficient petitions shall be the proposals which are submitted to
the voters. The sufficiency of petitiocns shall be decided in the
first instance oy the Secretary of State, subject to review by the
Supreme Court of the state, which sha.l have original and

exclusive jurisdictien over alil such cases.
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(10) An initiative approved by the electors snall take
effect thirty (30) days from the date of the official declaration
of the vote by the Secrefary of State, unless the measure provides
otherwise.

(11) If any amendment to the Constitution proposed by
initiative petition is rejected by & rajority of the gqualified
clectors voting thereocn, no initiative petition oroposing the
same, cr substantially the same, amendment shall pe submitted to
the electors for at least two (2) years after rhe date of the
election on such amendment.

{12) The Legislature shall provide by law the manner in
which initiative petitions shall be circulated, presented and
certified. To prevent signature fraud and to maintain the
integrity of the initlative pProcess the state has a compelling

nterest in insuring that no person shall circulate an initiative

-

petiticn or obtain signatures on ar initiative petition uniess the
person is a resident 0f this state at the time of circulation.

For the purposes of this subsection the term “"resident™ means a
person who is domiciled in Mississippi as evidenced by an intent
ro maintain a principal dwelling place in Mississippi indefinitely
and to return to Mississippi if temporarily absent, coupled with
an act or acts consistent with that intent. Every perscn who

circulates an initiative petition shall print and sign his rame on

I

sach pages of an initiative petition, or ©n a separate page
artached to each page, certifying that he was a resident of this
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state at the time of circulating the petition. The Secretary of
state shall refuse to accept for filing any page of an initiative
petition upon which the signatures appearing thereon weze obtained
by a person who was not a resident of this state at the time of
circulating the petition, and an iritiative measurs shall not be
placed on the ballot if the Secrezary of State determines that
without such signatures the petiticn clearly pears an insufficient
rumber of signatures. The provisions of this subsection (12)
shall be applicable to all initiative measures that have not been
placed on the pallot at the time this proposed amendment 1is
ratified by the electorate.

(13) The Legis.ature may enact laws to carry out the
provisions of this section but shall in no way restrict or impair
the provisions of +his section or the POWELS hereir reserved TO
the pecple.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed amendment shall be
ubmitted by the Secretary of State to the gualified electors at
2n election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
of November 2024, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution

and by general law.

BE IT FURTHFR RESOLVED, That the explanation of this procposed
smendment for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
amendment conforms the pro rata signature requiremerts of
congressional districts for initiative petitions to the current
runoer of congressiosnal districts.”
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