M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) King, Fillingane, Frazier, To: Rules
Hyde-Smit h
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO 35
1 A RESOLUTI ON COVWENDI NG THE CI TY OF PETAL, M SSI SSI PPI, FOR
2 BEING NAMED THE STATE' S FI RST "EXCEL BY FI VE' COVMUNI TY.
3 WHEREAS, the City of Petal, Mssissippi, is the first
4 community in the state to be named an "Excel by Five" conmunity;
5 and
6 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's First Lady Marsha Barbour joined with
7 early childhood devel opment experts and Chevron representatives to
8 launch "Excel by Five"; and
9 VWHEREAS, "Excel by Five" is a conmunity-based educati onal
10 programdesigned to inprove a child' s overall well-being by age
11 five by setting forth a variety of standards invol ving parent
12 training, conmunity participation, child care and heal th by
13 focusing on supporting prekindergarten children and their
14 famlies; and
15 VWHEREAS, Chevron funded this programw th a $650, 000. 00 grant
16 that will enable the programto be piloted in O evel and, West
17 Point, Petal and Pascagoul a; and
18 VWHEREAS, the Phil Hardin Foundation of Meridian has donated
19 $35, 000.00; and
20 VWHEREAS, Ms. Barbour acknow edges that the success of "Excel
21 by Five" will ultimately be determ ned by community support and
22 participation; and
23 VWHEREAS, the citizens of Petal are excited and honored to be
24 the first city chosen by the "Excel by Five" program and
25 VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze and honor
26 this city that is focused on inproving the lives of its children
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby commend the City of Petal,
M ssi ssi ppi, for being nanmed the state's first "Excel By Five"
comunity.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to the Mayor of Petal, M ssissippi, and made avail abl e

to the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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