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By: Senator(s) Dearing, Little, To: Adopted
Al britton, Brown, Browning, Bryan,
Burton, Butler, Carm chael, Chaney,
Chassaniol, C arke, Cuevas, Davis,

Dawki ns, Doxey, Fillingane, Flowers,
Frazier, Gollott, Gordon, Harden, Hewes,
Hor hn, Hyde-Smith, Jackson (11th),
Jackson (15th), Jackson (32nd), Jordan,
King, Kirby, Lee (35th), Lee (47th),
Mettetal, Mchel, Mffatt, Mrgan,
Nunnel ee, Pickering, Posey, Robertson,
Ross, Simons, Thanmes, Thomas, Tollison,
Turner, Walley, Walls, Wite, WIenon,
W1 1lianson

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 30

A RESCLUTI ON TO COMVEND SENATCR BI LLY HOMRD THAMES FOR HI' S
DI STI NGUI SHED SERVI CE I N THE M SSI SSI PPl SENATE

VWHEREAS, Senator Billy Howard Thames is retiring fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi Senate after serving 28 years in office; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Billy Thanmes is a man of integrity and hard
work, and there is an acknow edged respect for the public and
private life of our esteened and bel oved col |l eague, who is a role
nodel for all menbers of the M ssissippi Senate; and

VWHEREAS, Senator Thames first entered politics in 1976 when
he was el ected to the Smith County School Board. He ran for the
M ssi ssippi State Senate in 1979, won, and has been reel ected
seven tines representing Smth, Jasper, Carke and now portions of
Scott and Jones Counties. Senator Thanmes has served as Chairman
of a nunber of Senate conmittees and subcommittees since he was
first elected. Currently he is serving his second term as
Chai rman of the Fees, Salaries and Admi nistration Comm ttee and
serves as |legislative advisor to the State Personnel Board, the
Institute for Technol ogy Devel opnent, |nfornmation Technol ogy
Servi ces, and the Public Enpl oyees Retirenment System He
previously chaired the Agriculture Commttee and was Vice Chairman
of the Appropriations Commttee; and

VWHEREAS, born April 2, 1944, the son of Leland "Bill" and
Cleo Thames, Billy Howard Thanes grew up in rural Sinmpson County
just outside of Magee, M ssissippi. After graduating from Magee

Hi gh School and Hi nds Conmunity Col | ege, he received a degree in

S. R No. 30 *SS02/ R1420. 1* N1/ 2
07/ SS02/ R1420. 1
PAGE 1



26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

Busi ness Adm nistration fromthe University of Southern
M ssissippi. In 1969 he established a farmand |ight industrial
equi pnent business in Mze, Mssissippi. A natural sal esman, he
received the top Agricultural Tractor Sales Award for a five-state
area in 1973. Billy also used his |love of nusic and his rich bass
voice to direct music in churches for over 25 years. |In 1998
Senat or Thanes enrolled in Mssissippi State University and in
2000 earned a Master's Degree in Public Policy and Adm ni strati on.
He was inducted into Pi Al pha Al pha, the Honor Society for Public
Adm nistration. He is also a graduate of the State Executive
Devel opnent Institute; and

VWHEREAS, for many years he handl ed the budget for the
Department of Mental Health, becoming famliar with the agency
m ssi on and devel opi ng a great conpassion for the needs of the
individuals it serves. He has been instrunental in helping to
secure funds to expand services to Mssissippi's citizens with
mental illness and nmental retardation. |In 1996 Senator Thanes
convened a commttee to study the needs of persons with nental
illness and their famlies and, as a result, authored the 1997
Mental Health Reform Act (Senate Bill No. 2100) which nmade
sweepi ng changes to nental health service provision, including the
creation of the Crisis Intervention Center System His gift of
persuasi ve public speaking has aided himin advanci ng many causes
near to his heart and the bill passed in one |egislative session.
For this acconplishnment, the Central Mssissippi Crisis
I ntervention Conplex was nanmed in his honor; and

VWHEREAS, a true statesman, Senator Thanmes has received 29
awards as Legislator of the Year and for outstanding service,
including the first "Billy H Thames Award," created by the Mental
Heal t h Association which is now given to |egislators who nake
significant contributions to nmental health issues; the M ssissipp
Psychiatric Association; Mssissippi Famlies as Allies; the

Sout heast Chapter of Anerican Association on Mental Retardation;
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the M ssissippi Mental Health/ Mental Retardation Council; the
M ssissippi Alliance for the Mentally IIl; and nost recently the
M ssissippi Primary Health Care Association; and

VWHEREAS, as Chairman of the Agriculture Commttee, Billy was
wi dely known and admred for handling the nost difficult issues to
conme before the Legislature with skillful organization and
credibility, including the "chicken bill" and the "hog bill."
More recently, he was responsible for enacting the notor vehicle
fl eet managenent | egislation which had been debated for nmany
years; and

VWHEREAS, with his many acconplishnments, he is nost proud of
his famly: his wife, Ann; his daughters, Lisa Thanes WIIians
and her husband, Mark; Lori Thanmes; Belinda Thanes Arrington and
her husband, Jay; and his seven grandchildren: Sidney, Brittney,
Jordan, Jace, Haley, Faith and Jaylin; and

WHEREAS, Senat or Thanes' |ong service was marked by his
comm tnment to success and recogni zed | eadershi p, and was
exenplified by sound judgnent and fairness. He set the highest
standard in all of his many roles, as a father, husband,
gr andf at her, busi nessman, citizen, statesman and | eader in the
M ssi ssippi Senate and as a true friend:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby comrend and recogni ze Senator Billy
Howar d Thanmes, whose | ong and outstandi ng service enriched
everyone with whom he was associated, and we wish Billy and his
famly much success in their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Senator Billy Thanmes and be nmade avail able to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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