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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 5

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE SULLI VAN- SCHEI N CORPORATI ON FOR
| TS GENEROQUS G FT TO THE CI TI ZENS OF M SSI SSI PP, A MOBI LE
DENTAL- OFFI CE- ON- WHEELS CALLED " TOMORROW S DENTAL OFFI CE TCODAY, "
VH CH WLL SERVE COVMUNI TI ES THAT NEED ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE

VWHEREAS, at the ADA Annual Session in Las Vegas, Nevada, the
Sul l'i van- Schei n Cor poration gave a substantial and generous gift
to the citizens of M ssissippi, a nobile dental -office-on-wheels
called "Tonorrow s Dental O fice Today" or TDOT; and

VWHEREAS, Sullivan-Schein devel oped Tonorrow s Dental O fice
Today in collaboration with the American Dental Association to
exhi bit cutting-edge dental treatnent technology at the ADA Annual
Sessi on and dental trade shows. For the past 3 years, Tonorrow s
Dental O fice Today has been out of the exhibit hall and on
Anerica's highways, providing conmunity dental outreach in 24
comunities, including the Mssissippi Gulf Coast and Gty of New
O'leans in the wake of Hurricane Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Departnment of Health is planning to
| ocate this nobile dental facility in the M ssissippi Delta
(d arksdal e) and the M ssissippi Qulf Coast region to assist
dentists to inprove access to dental preventive services and care
for vul nerabl e popul ations, including the uninsured and
underinsured. By providing Mssissippi with Tonmorrow s Dent al
O fice Today, the Sullivan-Schein Corporation is helping us to
revitalize these comunities by inproving access to oral health
care and enhancing the equality of life for citizens; and

WHEREAS, as the Gulf Coast was reeling fromthe staggering
efforts of Hurricane Katrina, and Sullivan-Schein Inc., took

advant age of the nobility of Tonmorrow s Dental OFfice Today to
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take this state-of-the-art facility to Wavel and, M ssi ssi ppi,
where dental volunteers treated residents whose entire comunity
had been erased. From Septenber 13, 2005 - Cctober 29, 2005,
Tonorrow s Dental O fice Today was stationed in Wavel and,
M ssissippi, in the parking ot of the Super K-Mart on Hi ghway 90.
About 975 people visited the Wavel and site and 1077 dental visits
were made for energency dental care at no cost to those served to
the local comunity. O these 975 people, at |east 202 people
were residents of Bay St. Louis prior to Hurricane Katrina; and
VWHEREAS, now, Tonorrow s Dental O fice Today will have a
permanent honme in the State of Mssissippi. Sullivan-Schein Inc.,
has graciously agreed to donate Tonorrow s Dental O fice Today to
the M ssissippi Departnment of Health so that Tonorrow s Dent al
O fice Today can be used to serve communities that need access to
dental care; and
VWHEREAS, dental decay is a significant health problemin
M ssi ssi ppi that disproportionately affects rural and | owincone
famlies. A statew de assessnent of dental needs conducted in
2005 by the M ssissippi Departnment of Health O fice of Primary
Care determned that 62 counties could qualify as dental health
prof essi onal shortage areas. Currently, 44 counties have been
desi gnated by the HRSA O fice of Wirkforce Anal ysis and another 16
are awai ting approval. Coahoma County is considered a
geogr aphi cal dental health professional shortage area. Al 82
M ssi ssi ppi counties are designated nedically underserved areas.
WHEREAS, clinical oral health assessnments conpl eted during
t he 2004- 2005 school year for third-grade children enrolled in
M ssissippi's public elenentary schools, show that 7 in 10
children (69% have experienced dental decay and 2 in 5 children
(399 have untreated dental decay or "cavities." Ten percent, or
1in 10 children, attend school with infection or pain from dental
di sease, which neans that nore than 3,800 third-grade children

have pain or infection because of dental decay; and
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VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's African-Anerican children have a
significantly higher preval ence of decay experience and untreated
decay, but a significantly | ower preval ence of protective dental
sealants. In addition, alnost twice as many African- Anerican
children are in need of urgent care because of pain or infection;
and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
substantial contributions of this corporate citizen who has nade
dental care possible to many children in the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the Sullivan-Schein Inc.,
for its generous gift to the citizens of Mssissippi, a nobile
Dental -Ofice-On-Weels called "Tonmorrow s Dental O fice Today,"
which will serve communities in the hurricane-stricken M ssissipp
@Qul f Coast and the M ssissippi Delta that need access to dental
care, and extend to themthe best wi shes of the Senate in their
future corporate, civic and charitable activities.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the CEO of Sullivan-Schein Inc., and be forwarded to the State

Board of Health and be nmade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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