M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Senat or (s) Simmons, Browni ng, Burton, To: Rules

But |l er, Chaney, Dearing, Fillingane, Frazier,
Har den, Hyde-Smi th, Jackson (11th), Jackson
(32nd), Jordan, King, Lee (35th), Mbrgan,
Nunnel ee, Posey, Thonmas, Tollison, Wite,

W | enon
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 627
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URG NG THE M SSI SSI PPl CONGRESSI ONAL
2 DELEGATION TO DO ALL WTHI N THEI R PONER TO ENSURE THAT CONGRESS
3 TIMELY REAUTHORI ZES THE STATE CHI LDREN S HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM
4 (CHP).
5 VWHEREAS, the health of our children is of paranmount
6 inportance to famlies in the State of M ssissippi. Poor child
7 health is a threat to the educational achievenment, social and
8 psychol ogical well-being of the children of our state; and
9 VWHEREAS, protecting the health of our children is essenti al
10 to the well-being of our youngest citizens and the quality of life
11 in Mssissippi; and
12 VWHEREAS, the State Children's Health Insurance Program
13 (CH P), which has enrolled thousands of uninsured children in
14 M ssissippi since its inception in 1998, is an integral part of
15 the arrangenents for health benefits for the children of this
16 state; and
17 VWHEREAS, CHI P provi des insurance coverage for uninsured
18 <children in Mssissippi up to age 19 whose fanm |y incone does not
19 exceed 200% of Federal Poverty Level. A child nust be determn ned
20 ineligible for Medicaid before eligibility for CH P can be
21 considered. Children with current health insurance coverage at
22 the tine of application are not eligible for CH P, and
23 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi CH P beneficiaries enrolled in the
24 program averaged 63,547 in FY2006; and
25 VWHEREAS, CHI P was not reauthorized by Congress |last year. It
26 is up for reauthorization this year (by the end of the federal
27 fiscal year - Septenber) and there is much concern that sone
28 states will run out of funding very soon. Contrary to what has
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been witten in sone national nedia, it is uncertain if the

M ssissippi CH P Programw ||l be solvent through the federal
fiscal year. Oher states are |looking at dramatic cuts and a
possi bl e shutdown of its CH P program begi nning as early as next
nont h; and

WHEREAS, CHI P is a valuable programin preserving child
wel | ness, preventing and treating chil dhood di sease, i nproving
heal t h out cones, and reducing overall health costs. The
Legi sl ature considers that federal funding for CHP is
i ndi spensable to providing health benefits for children of nodest
means in M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That the Legislature
urges the nenbers of the M ssissippi congressional delegation to
the United States Congress to do all within their power to ensure
that Congress tinmely reauthorizes the State Children's Health
| nsurance Program (CH P) to assure continued federal funding for
the CHP in Mssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature urges the
Governor to use his best efforts to work with the M ssissipp
congressional delegation to ensure that CHIPis reauthorized in a
timely manner.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
transmtted to the nenbers of the M ssissippi congressional
del egation, the Governor and be nade available to the nenbers of

the Capitol Press Corps.
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