M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Senator(s) Tollison, Turner, Bryan, To: Rules

Robertson, Ross, Mettetal, Nunnelee, Little,
Fillingane, Doxey, Brown, Burton, Butler,
Chaney, Chassaniol, C arke, Dawkins, Dearing,
Frazi er, Gordon, Harden, Jackson (15th),
Jackson (11th), Jackson (32nd), King, Kirby,
Lee (35th), Mchel, Pickering, Posey, Thomas

© (00} ~ (o)} o hrWNPE

N DN NN D N N MDD P P PP PRk PR
~N~ o o b~ W N P O ©o 00 N oo o~ wN -+, O

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 623

A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DEDI CATED PUBLI C
SERVI CE AND LEGACY OF M SSI SSI PPl SUPREME COURT PRESI DI NG JUSTI CE
AND FORMER STATE SENATOR KAY BEEVERS COBB ON THE OCCASI ON OF HER
RETI REMENT FROM OFFI CE.

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi Suprene Court Presiding Justice Kay
Beevers Cobb, the only fermale justice currently on the nine-nmenber
court, has announced that she will retire fromthe bench effective
May 1, 2007, to spend nore tine with her famly; and

VWHEREAS, Justice Cobb served one termin the M ssissipp
State Senate from 1992-1996, and was appointed to the court by
Governor Kirk Fordice in 1999 and elected in 2000 to a full term
that expires in January 2009; and

VWHEREAS, considered an outstanding jurist, Justice Cobb is a
graduate of M ssissippi University for Winen and is only the
second woman to serve on the M ssissippi Suprenme Court, having
served briefly with fornmer Chief Justice Lenore Prather; and

VWHEREAS, her professional experience on the court includes
the follow ng: appointed 1999; el ected 2000-2008; Presiding
Justice since April 1, 2004; Chairnman, Continuing Judicial
Educati on Commi ssion, 1999-2001; nenber, Judicial Study
Comm ssi on, 2001; Chairman, Suprenme Court Technol ogy Comm ttee,
2004- present; Chairman, Human Resources Conmittee, 2006-present;
menber, Suprene Court Rules Commttee, Trial/Appellate Courts,
2001- 2004; nenber, Capital Post-Conviction Counsel Conmittee,
2001- 2002; menber, M ssissippi Judicial Advisory Study Commttee,
Crim nal Code Reform 1999-2006; Court's Liaison to the Conm ssion

to Address Concerns of Inpaired Lawers, 2006-present; and Court's
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Li ai son to the Gender Fairness Advisory Study Conmmttee,
2006- present; and

VWHEREAS, while in the M ssissippi Senate, she served as Chair
of the Elections Commttee; prior to her service in the
Legi sl ature, Justice Cobb was Special Assistant Attorney General
for North M ssissippi, Senior Attorney for the M ssissippi Bureau
of Narcotics and Director of Prosecutor Progranms for the
M ssi ssi ppi Prosecutors Coll ege, University of M ssissippi School
of Law, and

VWHEREAS, her professional activities in the practice of |aw
include the followng: President's Conm ssion on United States
Model State Drug Laws, 1992-1993; National Alliance for Model
State Drug Laws, 1993-present; M ssissippi Bar Association,
1978-present; Comm ssion on the Courts for the 21st Century,
1992-1994; Wonen in the Profession Commttee, 2001-present;
Laf ayette County Bar Associ ation, 1978-present; President, 1982;
Vice President, 1981; Secretary, 1980; M ssissippi Prosecutors
Associ ation, 1982-1988; M ssissippi Wnen Lawers Associ ati on,
1999-present; Southern Wonen in Public Service, Pacesetter, 1992,
2000, 2001, 2003, 2004; Council of Pacesetters, 2007; Charles
Clark American Inn of Court, Barrister, 2002-2004; Bencher,
2005- present; Program Chair, 2005; Nom nating Comm ttee,
2005- 2006; Nellie Nugent Sonerville Lecture in Governnent and
Public Affairs, March 3, 2003; Chief Justice Award (for work
revising Mssissippi Rules of Court), July 2003; M ssissippi
Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen, Advisory Board, 2006-present;
and Lamar Order, University of M ssissippi School of Law,
2003- present; and

VWHEREAS, Justice Cobb's civic and comrunity activities are
considerable: Inter-Alumi Council, State Institutions of Hi gher
Learning; M ssissippi University for Whnen Al utmae Associ ati on
Board; MJW Foundati on Board; MJW Al utmae Achi evenent Award; MJW

Medal of Excellence; MJUWPresidential Search, Canpus Advisory
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Comm ttee; Oxford-Lafayette County Chanber of Commerce; Lafayette
Leadershi p; Lafayette County Extension Advisory Council; Lafayette
County SWEEPS Council; Lafayette County Child Devel opnment Council;
MSU Qut st andi ng M ssi ssi ppi Wnan Award; National Youth Sports
Program Advi sory Board; Oxford AAUW (Anerican Associ ation of
Uni versity Wonen) Wman of Achi evenent Award; Leadership
Laf ayette, Legacy of Leadership Award; Oxford Business and
Pr of essi onal Wonen, fornmer President; Oxford Pilot Cub; First
Bapti st Church, Oxford, Sunday School Teacher; and
Oxford-Lafayette County Vision 20/ 20 Task Force Menber and Chair;
and

VWHEREAS, she has been married 44 years to Larry D. Cobb, and
the coupl e has two daughters and five grandchildren. She is a
native of Quitman County, M ssissippi, reared in O evel and,
M ssi ssi ppi, and has been a resident of Oxford, M ssissippi, for
31 years; and

VHEREAS, Justice Cobb has considered herself as a rol e nodel
and nentor for wonen in the | egal profession. She always
endeavored to do her best and inprove the opportunities for wonen
who woul d follow her on the M ssissippi Supreme Court, and it is
wWith great pride that we recognize the diligence of this jurist
who has brought honor to her court, her profession and to the
State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the public service and | egacy of M ssissipp
Suprenme Court Presiding Justice and forner State Senator Kay
Beevers Cobb on the occasion of her retirenent fromoffice, and
extend to her and her famly the best w shes of the Legislature in
their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Justice Cobb, forwarded to the Clerk of the M ssissippi Suprene

Court and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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