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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 603

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI TERARY CAREER OF
LERONE BENNETT, JR., OF CLARKSDALE, M SSI SSI PPI, AND EXPRESSI NG
THE APPRECI ATI ON OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, Lerone Bennett, Jr., is one of M ssissippi's nobst
successful black witers of the Twentieth Century; and

VWHEREAS, Lerone Bennett, Jr., the Historian and Executive
Editor Emeritus of Ebony Magazine, is the author of ten books,
i ncl udi ng Before The Mayfl ower, which American Legacy Magazi ne
call ed "one of the nobst popul ar single-volune histories of blacks
ever witten"; and

VWHEREAS, the author, who calls hinmself a witness-participant,
was born in O arksdal e, M ssissippi, on Cctober 17, 1928, the son
of Alma Reed Bennett and Lerone Bennett, Sr., and noved with his
famly at an early age to Jackson, M ssissippi. He graduated from
Lanier Hi gh School in 1945 and started his journalismcareer as a
t eenage reporter for the Jackson Advocate and the M ssissipp
Enterprise. During his early years, he |l ed the Duke Bennett jazz
orchestra, which perforned in M ssissippi and Louisiana; and

VWHEREAS, after graduating from Atlanta' s Mrehouse Coll ege,
he served as City Editor of the Atlanta Daily Wrld. He joined
Johnson Publ i shing Conpany in 1953 and becane Associ ate Editor of
Ebony in 1954. He becane Executive Editor of Ebony in 1987 and
Executive Editor Eneritus on his retirement in 2003. He assisted
John H. Johnson, the | egendary Ebony publisher, in the preparation
of his classic book, Succeeding Against The Odds, which is a
nmust-read for anyone interested in blacks and corporate Anerica;

and
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VWHEREAS, the author was visiting Professor of History at
Nort hwestern University. H s books, poens and short stores have
been translated into French, German, Japanese, Swedish, Arabic and
Russian. He received the Patron Saints Award of the Society of
M dl and Aut hors for a biography of his Mrehouse coll ege nate,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Anmerican Book Award for his study
of Abraham Lincoln, Forced into Aory. He has also received the
Literature Award of the Anmerican Acadeny of Arts and Letters; and

VWHEREAS, in 1978, he was featured at the Chancellor's
Synmposi um on Sout hern Hi story at the University of M ssissippi.
In 1997, he was cited as a distinguished M ssissippian at the
University of M ssissippi, and he was featured, along wwth Richard
Wight, Eudora Welty, Shel by Foote, Margaret \Wal ker and others, in
the book M ssissippi Witers: Reflections of Childhood and Youth;
and

VHEREAS, M. Bennett is married to the former Goria
Syl vester, and they are the parents of four children: Joy,
Constance, Courtney and Lerone IlIl. His sister, Elnor H ckman,
al so graduated from Lani er H gh School and his aunt, Thel ma Reed
Bl acknon, lived in Jackson for many years; and

VWHEREAS, he serves on the Board of Trustees of Col unbia
Col | ege, Chicago, Illinois, and the Chicago H story Miseum
President Cinton appointed himto the President's Commttee on
the Arts and Humanities, and President George W Bush appoi nted
himto the Presidential Conmm ssion on the proposed National Miseum
of African-Anerican History and Culture; and

VWHEREAS, in 1996, he received the highest honor of the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, the "Salute
to Geatness" Award. |In 2003, he received the highest honor of
the Association for the Study of African-Anmerican Life and
Hi story, the Carter G Wodson Medallion. 1In 2004, he received
the Distinguished WE.B. DuBois Schol arship Award of the

Associ ati on of Social and Behavioral Scientists. I n 2006, he was
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inducted into the Hall of Fanme of the National Association of
Bl ack Journalists. He is a nenber of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Delta
Chi Journalism Society, Sigma Phi Pi and Kappa Al pha Psi; and
VWHEREAS, he was inducted into the International Gvil Rights
Wal k of Fanme, and he said there what he has said repeatedly, "I
owe nore than | can ever repay to the black school teachers of
M ssissippi, who literally saved ny |ife and who taught ne that
there was no Iimt to what | could dream and do"; and
VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
acconplishnents of this noted author and historian who has brought
honor to his honme community and to the State of M ssissippi:
NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the literary career of Lerone Bennett, Jr.,
of Cl arksdal e, M ssissippi, express the appreciation of the
Legi sl ature and wel conme himand his famly back to his hone state.
BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

M. Bennett and be made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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