M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

© (00} ~ (o)} (93] A WNPE

N N DD DD N MDD P PP PP PR, R
o o0~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ N+, O

By: Senator(s) Dearing, Thanes, To: Rules
Nunnel ee, Kirby, Posey, Gollott, Jackson
(15th), Morgan, Gordon, Harden

Browni ng, Frazier, Horhn, WIIianson,
Jordan, Fillingane, Mffatt, Lee (35th),
Carm chael, King, Wlley, Burton,
Mettetal, White, Bryan, Hewes, Dawki ns,
Tol lison, Walls, WIenon, Jackson
(11th), Hyde-Smith, Little, Thonas,
Chaney, Brown, Jackson (32nd), Flowers,
Ross, Butler, Lee (47th), Chassani ol,

Al britton, Mchel, d arke, Doxey,

Pi ckering, Sinmons

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 591

A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON TO COMVEND SECRETARY OF STATE ERI C
CLARK FOR HI S DI STI NGUJI SHED SERVI CE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, Secretary of State Eric Cark, who has spent decades
i n dedi cated public service, has announced that he will not seek a
fourth termin office; and

WHEREAS, Eric Clark is now serving his third term as
M ssissippi's Secretary of State. He was elected to the statew de
office in 1995 and reelected in 1999 and 2003; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Smith County born in 1951, Eric d arke
has focused the Secretary of State's Ofice on four prinmary goals:
protecting the integrity of the state's elections; pronoting sound
| and nmanagenent; strengthening M ssissippi's business climte; and
saf equardi ng the investnents and charitabl e donations of
M ssi ssi ppi ans; and

VWHEREAS, as the state's Chief Elections Oficer, dark has
reforned the state's canpaign finance disclosure | aws and secured
passage of new neasures to conbat voter fraud. He has expanded
vot er education programs with "Pronote the Vote," which was
recogni zed by CNN and TI ME Magazi ne as the nost successful student
voter project in the country, and "Vote in Honor of a Veteran" to
recogni ze the service and sacrifice of those who nmake our
denocracy possible; and

VWHEREAS, C ark oversees nore than 1.3 mllion acres of
state-owned | and, including 16th section |lands for the support of

public education. These |ands, set aside at statehood, generate
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approximately $50 MIlion annually for schools in M ssissippi.
Clark al so serves as trustee of the public trust tidelands on the
Qul f Coast. In this capacity, he has pronoted bal anced econom c
devel opment and led in the acquisition of nore than 15,000 acres
of endangered coastal wetlands, including Deer Island, for
per manent preservation; and

VWHEREAS, as Secretary of State, Clark's office is the first
poi nt of contact for many businesses and industries in
M ssissippi. To provide nore efficient service, Cark overhaul ed
the agency to provide faster, nore efficient custoner service. He
enforces the laws that protect M ssissippi investors and has
hel ped recover nore than $26 MIlion in stolen noney. He has
strengthened the climate for charitable giving in M ssissippi, SO
t hat donors may have confidence their gifts go to those who really
need hel p; and

VWHEREAS, prior to his election as Secretary of State, Cark
served four terns as a nmenber of the state House of
Representatives. He is a nenber of the M ssissippi Econom c
Council, M ssissippi Farm Bureau, M ssissippi Forestry Association
and M ssissippi Historical Society. He has been recognized with
the American Fam |y Association's "God and Country" Award for
authoring the | aw that outl awed possession of child pornography in
M ssi ssippi, and the Mssissippi Wldlife Federation's
Conservation Legislator of the Year for his efforts to preserve
natural |ands on the Gulf Coast; and

WHEREAS, Eric Clark is the son of the late M. and Ms. John
S. CUark. H s father also served Smth County in the M ssissipp
House of Representatives, and his nother, Mame Craft Cark, was a
respected community leader. Cark was Valedictorian of his class
at Taylorsville H gh School. He received a Bachelor's Degree from
M Il saps College, a Master's Degree fromthe University of
M ssi ssippi, and a Doctorate in H story from M ssissippi State

University. A forner public school and conmmunity col |l ege teacher,
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Cl ark taught history and governnment at M ssissippi College from
1989-1995. He also manages his famly tree farmin Smth County;
and

VWHEREAS, Eric Cark is married to the fornmer Karan Kill ebrew
Karan is a regi stered nurse who grew up in Durant and Forest,
M ssissippi. They are the parents of two children -- Charles, 19,
and Catherine, 13. The Carks are active nmenbers of the First
Bapti st Church of Brandon, where Eric serves as a Deacon and
Sunday School Teacher; and

WHEREAS, Eric C ark was a workhorse statesman who fought the
tough battles that needed fighting, and his integrity, ethical
| eadership and work ethic set a nodel for other M ssissipp
officials to emul ate:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend Secretary of State Eric Clark for his
di stingui shed service to the people of the State of M ssissi ppi,
whi ch has enriched everyone with whom he was associ ated, and we
wi sh Secretary Clark and his famly nuch success in their future
endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Secretary Clark and his famly and be made avail able to the

Capitol Press Corps.
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