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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 561

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG STEWPOT COMMUNI TY SERVI CES
FOR I TS DEDI CATI ON TO THOSE MOST I N NEED | N THE CENTRAL
M SSI SSI PPl AREA ON THE OCCASI ON OF | TS 25TH ANNI VERSARY

VWHEREAS, in 1981, representatives from seven churches in
Jackson, M ssissippi, cane together across denom national |ines,
to discuss a problemthey all had in comon -- consistent requests
for food and assi stance from downtown Jackson's poor and honel ess;
and

VWHEREAS, these seven churches -- Calvary Baptist, Capitol
Street Methodist, Central Presbyterian, Galloway United Mt hodist,
St. Andrew s Episcopal, St. Peters' Catholic and St. Janes
Epi scopal -- cane together and created what is known today as
St ewpot Comrunity Services; and

VWHEREAS, the original Stewpot was | ocated on West Capitol
Street in an old service station. Fromits beginning, Stewpot was
originally housed in Central Presbyterian Church on Wst Capitol
on the western edge of downtown Jackson; and

VWHEREAS, fromits nativity, the goal of Stewpot has been to
pronot e, devel op, stinmulate and encourage physical and spiritual
devel opnment by providing nutritious neals, and the Stewpot kitchen
was a success al nost instantly; and

VWHEREAS, the Community Kitchen provides a noon-tinme neal to
anyone, no questions asked, seven days a week and has since served
t housands of neals; and

VWHEREAS, Stewpot mnistry has expanded to include the Food
Pantry grocery store that provides a four-day energency supply of

food to famlies; Sinms House to shelter honel ess wonen and
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children; the Billy Brunfield House, nanmed for a man who di ed of
hypot herm a while sleeping in an old, abandoned car to provide
shelter for up to 50 nen per night; and Matt's House as an
ener gency, overnight shelter for wonen and children and assi st
themin their transition toward permanent shelter and enpl oynment;
and

VWHEREAS, Stewpot today offers 17 different prograns,
providing shelter to clothing to counseling to children's
programs, and is a nodel for conmunity service organi zations
around M ssi ssippi and the nation; and

VWHEREAS, Stewpot Community Services provided food, clothing
and shelter to evacuees from South M ssissippi during and after
Hurricane Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, Stewpot Conmunity Services has strengthened the
entire Jackson, M ssissippi, community by uniting people of
differing faiths, races and econom c backgrounds in a common
purpose to serve their fellow citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Stewpot Conmmunity Services is celebrating its 25th
Anni versary and | ooking forward to its future service to Jackson

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend Stewpot Comrunity Services, its founders, its
numer ous supporters, its staff and its Board of Directors for
their tireless efforts to serve those nost in need of a hel ping
hand, a warm neal and clean bed, and extend to themthe best
w shes of the Legislature on this organization's 25th Anniversary.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be transmtted
to the Board of Directors of Stewpot Comrunity Services and be

made avail able to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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