M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Dawkins, Horhn, Jackson To: Rules
(11th), Jordan, Jackson (32nd), Ross,

Frazier, Burton, Butler, Dearing, Kirby,

Thomas, Walls, WIIianmson

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 526

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND CAREER OF

2 PRENTI SS BARNES OF MAGNOLI A, M SSI SSI PPI, WHO SANG W TH THE 1950

3 VOCAL GROUP "THE MOONGLOAS" AND IS A MEMBER OF THE ROCK AND ROLL

4 HALL OF FAME.

5 VWHEREAS, Prentiss Barnes, who sang with the 1950s vocal group
6 "The Monglows" and is a nenber of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fane,
7 died in a traffic accident in southwest M ssissippi on Septenber

8 30, 2006; and

9 VWHEREAS, Barnes, 81, was born on April 12, 1925, in Magnoli a,
10 Mssissippi. He was a bass singer for The Mongl ows and was

11 inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in March 2000. He is
12 also a nmenber of the Vocal G oup Hall of Fane and a Rhythm and

13 Bl ues Foundati on Pioneer; and

14 VWHEREAS, The Mbongl ows' Rhythm and Bl ues and doo-wop

15 recordings include "Blue Velvet," "Mst of Al," "W Go Together,"
16 "Over and Over Again," "Just a Lonely Christmas," "Starlite,"

17 "See-Saw," "Love is a River" and "Ten Commandnents of Love." The
18 MCQiire Sisters recorded a pop version of their 1950s hit

19 "Sincerely." The Mongl ows di sbanded in the m d-1960s, and Barnes
20 went sol o; and

21 VWHEREAS, in 1969, Barnes struck out on a solo career and

22 headed for California. On the westward trip, Barnes was injured
23 when a train struck his car in Texas. After the weck, it took

24 two years and ten operations before Barnes was well enough to

25 return to M ssissippi; and

26 VWHEREAS, Barnes, who grew up in M ssissippi, noved as a

27 teenager to Louisville, Kentucky, where he net his band nates.

28 "He knocked on the door of my apartnment and said "My nane is
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Prentiss Barnes and | can sing,'" says Mongl ows frontnman Harvey
Fuqua. Inspired by the "Ink Spots,"” the fivesone began gi ggi ng
around Cl evel and as the Crazy Sounds in 1951. Wthin two years
the group had a new nanme, courtesy of DJ Alan Freed, and was
topping the charts with "W Go Together,"” "Sincerely" and "Ten
Commandnents of Love." In 2000, Barnes reunited with the
survivi ng Moongl ows when the group was inducted into the Rock and
Rol|l Hall of Fame; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi Miusicians Hall of Fane founder Jim
Brewer of Hazl ehurst said Barnes' death is another |oss of the
state's nusical |egacy. "He was a real M ssissippi nusic
treasure, and like so many M ssissippi nusicians, throughout his
career he had to sustain hinself wth performances,” and it is
W th sadness that we note the passing of this great M ssissipp
musi ci an who contributed to the nusical |egacy and brought honor
to our state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and career of Prentiss Barnes of
Magnolia, M ssissippi, who sang wth the 1950s vocal group "The
Moongl ows” and is a nenber of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fane, and
extend the synpathy of the Legislature to his surviving famly on
hi s passi ng.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Prentiss Barnes and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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