M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Mettetal, Browning, Butler, To: Rules
Dearing, Frazier, Jackson (11th), Jackson
(32nd)

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 523

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE

2 SOUTH PANOLA H GH SCHOOL " Tl GERS' FOOTBALL TEAM AND HEAD CQOACH

3 RICKY WOODS FOR BREAKI NG THE M SSI SSI PPI RECORD OF 52 CONSECUTI VE
4 VICTORIES AND SETTI NG A NEW STATE RECORD COF 60.

5 VWHEREAS, in the 2006 football season, the South Panola High
6 School "Tigers" Football Team continued to produce the best high
7 school football teanms and players in M ssissippi through its

8 tradition of hard work and hard hitting; and

9 VWHEREAS, South Panol a Hi gh School, often referred to as the
10 University of South Panola, defeated Col unbus 42-0 on Fri day,

11 COctober 6, 2006, before an estimated crowd of 4,000 in

12 Batesville's Tiger Stadium for a Mssissippi record of 52

13 consecutive victories. South Panola surpassed the record set by
14 Hamilton in the years 1979-1983; and

15 VWHEREAS, "What it represents nore than anything else is a | ot
16 of hard work," South Panola Coach Ri cky Wods said. "Qur kids pay
17 a price to be successful. | can't inagine that anybody, anywhere,
18 works harder. To win this many straight in Class 5A is pretty

19 anmzing"; and

20 VWHEREAS, the previous record holder, Ham |ton H gh School,

21 conpeted in Class 1A, while South Panola plays in 5A, the state's
22 largest high school classification. South Panola, with an

23 enrol |l nent of about 1200 students, often conpetes agai nst much

24 larger schools frombigger cities. Nevertheless, the Tigers

25 haven't |ost since Decenber 4, 2002, when Wayne County beat them
26 21-14 for the State Chanpi onship. South Panola had won 14

27 straight before that; and
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VWHEREAS, Wods, in his fifth year at South Panola, has won a
remar kabl e 66 of 67 ganes, an achievenent he nodestly credits to
his players, his assistant coaches and to a conmmunity that has
thrown full-fl edged support behind the m ghty Tigers; and

VWHEREAS, South Panola's victory streak includes the foll ow ng
highlights: No. 1: August 28, 2003, beat C arksdale 43-0; No.

15: Decenber 5, 2003, beat Cak Grove 33-14 to win the C ass 5A

St at e Chanpi onshi p and school's third state title and first since
1998; No. 9: in final USA Today rankings; No. 30: Decenber 3,
2004, beat Ocean Springs 39-21 to win second straight O ass 5A
State Title and broke the record for the | ongest w nning streak by
a 5A school; No. 7: in final USA Today rankings; No. 45:

Decenber 9, 2005, beat Meridian 51-14 to becone first teamto wn
three-straight Cass 5A State Chanpionships; No. 6: in final USA
Today rankings; No. 51: Septenber 29, 2006, beat Col unbus 41-0 in
Batesville to establish a state record; No. 60: Decenber 1, 2006,
beat Meridian 28-21 in O ass 5A State Chanpionship; and

VWHEREAS, Mark Weaver, who coaches South Panol a's defensive
ends, stated, "Qur kids are throwbacks. They're country kids. A
lot of themlive on dirt roads. They don't have cars, but they
absolutely love to play football. They' Il do anything in the
worl d you ask thent; and

WHEREAS, this team neans everything in ternms of community
pride and bringi ng people together. Were South Panol a foot bal
is concerned, everybody is a Tiger in Batesville, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, this program s state-record w nning streak has now
reached 60 games with its fourth straight 15-0 season
("four-closure") by beating Meridian 28-21 in the C ass 5A
Chanpi onshi p gane in M ssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadi um before
a crowd of 14,000 on Friday, Decenber 1, 2006. The Tigers
survived a relentless coneback effort fromMeridian in this
thriller, which means the teamw || take their state-record streak

into their 2007 opener at the Red Carpet Bowl in Vicksburg. South
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Panol a' s si x state chanpi onshi ps match the State Chanpi onship
record set by Weir High School; and

WHEREAS, in Coach Wods' five-year stint at South Panol a Hi gh
School, a 21-14 loss to Wayne County in the 2002 State
Chanpi onship is the only blem sh in an ot herw se perfect record of
66-1; and

WHEREAS, this |atest chapter in the Tiger dynasty is probably
the nost satisfying of all for the incredibly successful coach and
programwhich is a credit to the community itself, and which has
produced young nmen who have brought honor to their school, their
community and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate the South Panola H gh School
"Tigers" Football Team and Head Coach Ri cky Wods for breaking the
M ssi ssi ppi statew de record of 52 consecutive victories and
setting a new state record of 60 straight wns, and extend to the
teamthe best wishes of the Legislature for their future academc
and athletic successes.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach Ri cky Wods on behalf of the Tigers and be nade available to
t he Superintendent of South Panola H gh School and to nenbers of

the Capitol Press Corps.
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