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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 519

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE HERO SM OF W LLI AM
(WLL) TOANSEND OF CLARKSDALE, M SSISSIPPI, WHO DI ED WHI LE
RESCU NG OTHERS I N THE ALPHA TAU OVEGA FRATERNI TY HOUSE FI RE ON
THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPl CAMPUS ON AUGUST 27, 2004.

VWHEREAS, WIlliam"WII" Townsend died a hero; and

VWHEREAS, Townsend, a 19-year-old C arksdal e, M ssi ssippi,
native, was one of three University of M ssissippi students who
died early Friday norning, August 27, 2004, in a fire at the Al pha
Tau Orega Fraternity House on the canmpus of the University of
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, according to Townsend's father, Jim his son died
after going back into the fraternity house to save a friend. Jim
Townsend, Vice President and Trust O ficer at First National Bank
of Clarksdale, said his son, after snelling snoke, awoke and
alerted others in the fraternity that the house was on fire. He
al so hel ped the house nother escape safely; and

VWHEREAS, once outside, WIIl, a Sophonore Accounting ngjor,
went back in the house to save a friend he knew was m ssing. Jim
Townsend said his son died of snmoke inhalation. The father said
many ATO fraternity nenbers thanked himfor his son having saved
lives in the house; and

VWHEREAS, people who knew WI| Townsend, a 2003 graduate of

Lee Acadeny, said this story sounds a lot |like the kid they knew,

and

VWHEREAS, "He never hesitated to help others,” said high
school Geonetry and Cal cul us teacher, Beverly Thomas. "WII| was a
special kid. In addition to being very intelligent, he was so
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much fun to be around. He was one of the nost-liked fellows in
the class"; and

VWHEREAS, WI| Townsend, an O e Mss student, was born Cctober
3, 1984, in Carksdale. He was a 2003 graduate of Lee Acadeny,
where he ranked 11th out of 62 graduates with a 4.0 grade-point
average. He was Co-Editor of the Annual, a nmenber of the Key
Cl ub, President of the National Junior Honor Society, Vice
President of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and a three-year
menber of the National Honor Society. He was a nenber of Quil
and Scroll and participated on the school's Qdyssey of the Mnd
Team which advanced to the world finals. He served as a foot bal
manager for two years and was a nenber of Lee's Math Conpetition
and Mock Trial Teans. On the latter, he was voted Best Attorney
by the judges. He was a four-year Academ c Betternent Conpetition
participant; and

VWHEREAS, M. Townsend's honors included the Hugh O Brien
Yout h Leadership Conference, the Rotary Youth Leadership
Conference, Anerican Legion Boys State, Exchange C ub Student of
the Month, Lee Acadeny Hall of Fanme, Who's Who Anong Anerican Hi gh
School Students, Anerican Legion Good Citizenship Award and the
Cl arksdal e Rotary Cl ub Chester Curtis Award. He was a nenber of
the Chrysalis Community and the First United Methodi st Church
Youth Group. He scored a 30 on the Anerican Coll ege Test and was
naned Lee Acadeny's STAR Student by the M ssissippi Econom c
Council. He also won the Em nent Schol ar Award; and

WHEREAS, at O e Mss, M. Townsend was a nenber of Al pha Tau
Onega Fraternity and received the Peery Accounting Schol arshi p;
and

WHEREAS, WI| Townsend was an Eagle Scout and al so | oved
sports, especially Lee Acadeny and O e Mss football. But his
life revolved around O e Mss. He was at every ganme cheering for
them He loved politics and world events. He | oved expressing

his opinion on politics. He knew what he wanted out of life; and
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WHEREAS, survivors include his parents, James and Vida
Townsend of Cl arksdale; a sister, Ellen Townsend of C arksdal e;
and a grandnot her, Rose Townsend of G eenville; and

WHEREAS, it is with great sadness that we renenber the
actions of this young University of M ssissippi student who was
hail ed as a hero, and is greatly mssed by his famly, his friends
and by the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the heroismof WIlliam (WIIl) Townsend of
Cl arksdal e, M ssissippi, who died while rescuing others in the
Al pha Tau Omega Fraternity House fire on the University of
M ssi ssi ppi canmpus on August 27, 2004, and we extend our synpathy
and prayers to his famly and friends in his nenory.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of WII Townsend, be forwarded to the
Chancel |l or of the University of M ssissippi and be nade avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.
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