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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 518

A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON COVWWENDI NG THE LI FE AND ARTI STI C
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF THE " GODFATHER OF SOUL" JAMES BROMWN, AND
EXTENDI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEG SLATURE

VWHEREAS, anmzing rhythm and bl ues pioneer James Brown, the
"Godf at her of Soul," whose fiery hits "Papa's Got A Brand New
Bag," "I Got You (I Feel Good)," "Please, Please, Please," "Say It
Loud-1"m Black and I'm Proud,"” "Mother Popcorn,"” "Superbad," "Cold
Sweat," "Get Up O fa That Thing" and "Living In Anerica" defined
the nusic of two generations and appealed to all races, passed
away on Christnmas Day, Decenber 25, 2006, at age 73; and

VWHEREAS, from the 1950s, when Brown had his first R& hit,

"Pl ease, Please, Please" in 1956, through the m d-1970s, Brown
went on a frenzy of cross-country tours, concerts and new songs.
He earned the nicknane "The Hardest Wrking Man in Show Busi ness”
and often tried to prove it to his fans; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Brown nade young bl ack Anericans feel "proud."
Hi s stage act was as nenorable, and as imtated as his records,
with his twirls and spins and flowi ng cape, his repeated faints to
the floor at the end as band nmenbers tried in vain to get himto
| eave the stage; and

VWHEREAS, born in poverty in Barnwell, South Carolina, in
1933, Brown was abandoned as a four-year-old to the care of
relatives and friends. He grew up on the streets of Augusta,
Georgia, in an "ill-repute area," as he once called it, where he
| earned how to hustle to survive; and

VWHEREAS, Brown was performng to the end, and giving back to

his community. Three days before his death, he joined volunteers
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at his annual toy giveaway in Augusta, and he planned to perform
on New Year's Eve at B.B. King's Blues Club in New York; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Brown's ni cknanes included "Soul Brother
Nunmber One," "the Godfather of Soul,"” "the Hardest Wrking Man in
Show Busi ness,"” "the Exalted Ruler of Rhythm and Bl ues" and "M.
Dynamte"; and

WHEREAS, to ease tension in the days after the 1968
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., Brown went on the air at
a Boston radio station and sang through the night in an effort to
defuse riots; and

VWHEREAS, he had nore than 119 singles naking the charts and
recorded nore than 50 al bunms. Every record he made during
1960- 1977 reached the Top 100; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Brown changed nusic. The rel ease of "Janes
Brown, Live at the Apollo Theatre,” Volunmes 1 and 2, in 1963 was a
| andmar k nusi cal event which was enbraced by young Anericans of
all races for its mxture of blues, jazz and exciting rhythns; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Brown was one of the first artists inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, along with Elvis Presl ey,
Chuck Berry and other founding fathers. He made soul nusic a
wor | d nusic; and

VWHEREAS, Janes Brown made nunerous |ive concert appearances
in the State of M ssissippi, including exciting performances on
t he canpus of Jackson State University, and headli ner shows for
the Jubil ee Jam Festival in Jackson, M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
musi cal icon who cast a | ong shadow, made us all "feel good |like
we knew that he would," and served as a role nodel for al
musi ci ans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and artistic contributions of rhythm

and bl ues pioneer Janes Brown, "The Godfather of Soul," and extend
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to his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on his

passi ng.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be transmtted

to the surviving famly of James Brown and be nmade available to

the Capitol
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ST: Commend life and artistic contributions of

" CGodf at her of Soul "

Janes Brown.



