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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 503

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON EXPRESSI NG THE GRATI TUDE AND
APPRECI ATI ON OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI TO DR. ALBERT RANDEL
HENDRI X FOR HI S LEGACY, CONTRI BUTI ONS AND SELFLESS SERVI CE TO THE
FI ELD OF MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL DI SABI LI TIES, ON THE OCCASI ON OF
H S RETI REMENT.

VWHEREAS, Al bert Randel Hendrix, Ph.D., currently serves as
Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnent of Mental Health,
a position he has held since 1986, making himthe | ongest serving
Executive Director of Mental Health Services in the United States
of Anmerica, and he has served as Executive Director of the
M ssissippi Arts Fair for the Handi capped since 1980; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Al bert Randel Hendrix, a native of Batesville,
M ssi ssippi, is the son of Howard Roy Hendrix, Sr., and Marjorie
A i phant Hendrix. In 1973 he married the former Sandra June
Reynol ds of Jones County, and they had four children, Jo Ellen,
Sarah Elizabeth, Al bert Randel, Jr., and Sandra Louise. They have
three grandchildren, G ace, Jessica and Jeffrey; and

VWHEREAS, he graduated from Sout h Panola H gh School in 1964,
Nort hwest M ssissippi Junior College in 1966, earned a Bachelor's
Degree in 1968 and a Master's Degree in 1971 fromthe University
of M ssissippi, and a Doctorate of Philosophy fromthe University
of Southern M ssissippi in 1979. As a young boy, Randy started
his first business shining shoes in Batesville, M ssissippi, and
one of his best custoners was future Governor Ciff Finch; and

VWHEREAS, he served with distinction in the 1st/84 Artillery
and 2nd/4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Division, United States Arny,
in the Vietnam War from 1968 to 1970, earning the Vietnam Service
Medal , the Arny Commendation Medal with Palm the Cvil Action
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Medal , the National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Gallantry
Cross wwth Palm and the Vi etnam Canpai gn Medal ; and

WHEREAS, he conpl et ed managenent progranms to earn
certifications in Nursing Home Adm nistration, Certified Public
Managenent, and Supervi sory Managenent, and he conpl eted the
M ssi ssi ppi Executive Devel opnent Institute at M ssissippi State
University, and the Top State Managers Executive Education Program
at Duke University. He is licensed as a Cinical Mental Health
Therapist, a dinical Mental Retardation Therapist, a Menta
Heal t h/ Mental Retardation Program Adm nistrator, and as an AAAA
Teacher of the Enotionally Disturbed, the Mentally Retarded, the
Learni ng Di sabl ed, and the Physically Handi capped. He served as
Coordi nator of Grants and Devel opnental Training at Ellisville
State School from 1970 to 1974, and with the encouragenent of Dr.
Robert Mann and the nentorship of Dr. Paul Cotten, he becane
Director of North M ssissippi Regional Center in Oxford,
M ssissippi, from1975 to 1986. He has taught Health Care
Adm ni stration at the University of M ssissippi Pharmacy School,
Speci al Education at the University of M ssissippi School of
Education and the University of Southern M ssissippi; and Human
Services at |tawanba Community Col |l ege and Adult Education at
Jones Juni or Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, he has served on nmany boards and conm ssions by
state statute, including the Disability Resource Comm ssion, the
I nt eragency Coordinating Council for Children and Youth, the Early
Chi | dhood Services | nteragency Coordinating Council, the
M ssi ssi ppi Council on Qbesity, the M ssissippi Industries for the
Blind and the State Board of Rehabilitation Services, where he is
Chai rman, and the | ongest serving nenber; and

WHEREAS, he has been appoi nted by several M ssissipp
Governors to serve on many boards and conm ssions, including the
Governor's Commission for Citizens with Disabilities, the

Governor's Task Force on County Jails, the Task Force on Health,
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the M ssissippi Kids Count Policy Panel, the Cooperative
Enpl oyment Task Force, the Statew de Conmunity Devel opnment
Coalition Project, the Substance Abuse Policy Council, the Wl fare
Ref orm I nt eragency Council, the Comm ssion for Children and Yout h,
the Executive Commttee on Enploynent of the Handi capped, the
Devel opnental Disabilities Planning Council and the Council on
Agi ng, and many other university and state agency comm ttees; and
VWHEREAS, Dr. Hendrix's honors and awards are al nost too
nunerous to nention: the Paul D. Cotten Leadership Award, the
James C. Stubbs Vol unteer Service Award, the newy established
Al bert Randel Hendrix Leadership Award at the annual conference of
the Mental Heal th/Mental Retardation Council held in Novenber 2006
in Tunica, Award for Appreciation of Unselfish Support of the
Foster G andparent Program fromthe Foster G andparent Program of
the Capital Area, Award for Establishing M ssissippi's First
Foster G andparent Programfromthe Corporation for National and
Community Service, Award for Qutstanding Contribution to the Field
of Mental Health fromthe M ssissippi Chapter of the National
Al liance for the Mentally Ill, the Qutstanding Service Award on
Behal f of Mental Health at the Social Wrkers Education
Conference, the Richard B. Dillard Award for Qutstanding
Leadership fromthe Southeastern Region of the American
Associ ati on on Mental Retardation, the First Annual Al bert Randel
Hendrix Award of Excellence for Service and Comm tnment fromthe
Mental Health Association of the Capital Area, the Larry D. Scott
Award for Qutstandi ng Agency Leadership fromthe Southeastern
Regi on of the American Association on Mental Retardation, the
Enbraci ng M ssi ssippi Systemof Care Award fromthe M ssissipp
Famlies as Allies for Children's Mental Health, the Award for
Qut standing Contribution to Mental Health Services fromthe North
M ssi ssi ppi Mental Health Consuner's Conference, the Distinguished
Legi sl ative Achi evenment Award fromthe M ssissippi Psychol ogi cal

Associ ation, Honorary Menbership in the M ssissippi Society of
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Certified Public Adm nistrators, the D stingui shed Service Award
of the M ssissippi Association of Personnel Adm nistrators, the
Bradl ey Sanders Leadership Award fromthe M ssissippi Chapter of
the Associ ation of Behavioral Healthcare Adm nistration (tw ce),
the John C. Stennis Award for Excellence in Governnent from
Governor Kirk Fordice, Service Award fromthe National Council on
Disabilities, the State Adm nistrator of the Year Award fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi Chapter of the American Society of Public
Adm nistrators, the Alumus of the Year Award fromthe University
of M ssissippi School of Education, the Alumus of the Year Award
from Nort hwest M ssissippi Cormunity Col | ege, and many ot her
awards for distinguished service. He was initiated into the
schol asti c organi zati ons of Phi Theta Kappa of Phi Kappa Phi and
t he professional honorary organization of Phi Delta Kappa and Phi
Al pha Al pha; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Hendrix's famly and his aninmals are nost
inportant to him He currently has nine dogs, Sam Sugar,
Sweetie, Duce, Fred, Bandit, Buddy, Robin and Pippi; and about a
dozen or so sugar gliders, two canaries, three cats and many
gol dfi sh; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize Dr. Al bert
Randel Hendrix for his decades of dedicated and stellar service in
the field of nental health, creating, admnistrating, and funding
i nnovative prograns which are providing |ife-changi ng advancenents
and nmuch- needed hope to persons with disabilities and their
famlies; for his invaluable assistance and cooperation with the
Legi slature in devel opi ng conpl ex legislation; for his honorable
and di stingui shed service in the Vietnam War; for his devotion to
his famly, his church and his community; his entire life, from
boyhood to the present has exenplified the ideals of honor,
service and cour age:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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we do hereby conmmend and express the gratitude and appreciation of
the State of Mssissippi to Dr. Albert Randel Hendrix for his
| egacy, contributions and selfless service to the field of nental
health and to persons in Mssissippi with nental disabilities, on
the occasion of his retirenent after 20 years of dedicated service
as Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnent of Mental
Heal th, and express to himand his famly our best w shes for
future success.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Dr. Hendrix and made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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