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Senat or (s) Thanes To: Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO 2981

AN ACT TO ENACT THE "M SSI SSI PPl PERFORMANCE REVI EW ACT OF
2007"; TO MAKE LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS; TO CREATE THE PERFORMANCE
REVI EW COW SSI ON AND PROVI DE FOR | TS MEMBERSHI P; TO PROVI DE THAT
THE STENNI' S | NSTI TUTE OF GOVERNMENT SHALL SERVE THE COWM SSION, TO
REQUI RE STATE AGENCI ES TO PROVI DE STAFF AND OTHER SUPPORT TO THE
COMM SSI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SSI ON SHALL FUNCTI ON AS AN
| NDEPENDENT RESEARCH AND ANALYTI CAL GROUP CHARGED W TH THE
PREPARATI ON OF RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THE LEG SLATURE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the "M ssi ssipp

Per f ormance Revi ew Act of 2007."

SECTI ON 2. (1) The Legislature finds that the citizens of

M ssi ssi ppi deserve a governnent that neets the needs of its
citizens in the nost efficient and cost-effective way. The state
enpl oyees who provide state services to the citizens of
M ssi ssi ppi are anpong state government’s nost val uabl e assets, and
are the nost know edgeabl e about the provision of these services
to the people of Mssissippi. The Legislature further finds that
the state should periodically review the performance of its
agencies and to utilize the know edge and experience of its state
enpl oyees in inproving the efficient delivery of state services.
(2) The Legislature hereby declares that the public policy
of this state requires a periodic, overall, conprehensive and
coordi nated review of the operation of state governnent to
streanl i ne and i nprove governnent operation. This process should
extend beyond i medi ate problens to anticipate the future needs of
government and its citizens and should focus not only on cost
savi ngs, but also on the efficiency and effectiveness of

operations and service delivery.
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SECTION 3. (1) The M ssissippi Performance Review

Comm ssion is hereby created. The comm ssion shall be conposed of
three nenbers, to be appointed as foll ows:

(a) One (1) appointnent by the Governor;

(b) ©One (1) appointnent by the Lieutenant Governor; and

(c) One (1) appointnent by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.

The appoi ntees shall be fromthe private sector and shal
have famliarity with state governnent operations. The nenbers of
the comm ssion shall be reinbursed for actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties, and shall receive a per diemas
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69 for attending official neetings of
t he conm ssi on.

It is the intent of the Legislature that the comm ssion
oversee the process of selecting and directing state governnent’s
nost talented individuals to devel op recommendati ons to nmake the
delivery of state services nore efficient and cost-effective.

Comm ssi on nenbers shall be appointed by May 1, 2007, and the
conmmi ssion shall have its organizational neeting no |ater than
June 1, 2007. The task force shall elect fromanong its
menbership a chairman and vice chairman. Terns of service of
conmm ssi on nmenbers shall coincide with the duration of the
conmi ssi on.

SECTION 4. (1) The conmm ssion may direct state agencies and

| egislative committees to provide staff to assist as necessary for
the performance of its duties under this act, including, but not
limted to the State Auditor, the State Treasurer, the Secretary
of State, the Departnment of Finance and Adm nistration, the
Legi sl ative Budget Commttee, the Performance Eval uati on and
Expendi ture Review Comm ttee.

(2) The comm ssion shall be funded through any public
or private funds specifically appropriated to conduct such a

review. The comm ssion nmay accept gifts, grants or assistance,
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i ncludi ng the provision of specialized personnel, fromany private
or public institution, association or organization or state
agency.

SECTION 5. The conm ssion shall function as an i ndependent

research and anal ytical group, and is authorized to do any or al
of the foll ow ng:

(a) ldentify obstacles to the efficient delivery of
services provided by state governnent agenci es;

(b) Ildentify and anal yze procedures and policies in
other states and the federal governnent that could be utilized to
i nprove the operation of M ssissippi state governnent;

(c) ldentify and anal yze policies, procedures, and
equi pnent enpl oyed by the private sector that nay be applicable to
state governnent and that woul d i nprove efficiency;

(d) Conduct public hearings, establish a website and
create a toll-free phone line in order to receive public input on
t he recommendati ons of the conmm ssion;

(e) Conduct a review of the functions of state
agenci es, including the organi zati on and nmanagenent of prograns,
services and activities operated by those agenci es;

(f) Identify overlapping functions and out noded
met hodol ogi es and advances in technol ogy applicable to state
gover nment functions;

(g) Determne nethods to maxi m ze the anount of federa
funds received by the state for its prograns;

(h) Identify any state agency or any program or service
now of fered by a state agency that can be elimnated or
transferred to the private sector wthout injury to the public
good and wel | - bei ng;

(1) Examne state governnent's fiscal and debt
managenent practices and the financial relationships anong state

agenci es;
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(j) Examne the financial relationships anong state
agenci es for purposes of streamining accountability; and

(k) Exam ne work force issues, including benefits
provided to state enpl oyees.

SECTION 6. (1) The comm ssion shall make recomrendations to

the 2008 Legislature and the Governor that will inprove the
efficiency of state governnent. The recomendations shall state
specifically what is to be done and shall present an estimate of
the costs and benefits of each recomrendati on.

(2) Aninitial report shall be delivered to the House and
Senate Appropriations Commttees and the Governor not |ater than
ninety (90) days after the first neeting of the comm ssion. The
conmm ssion shall conplete its duties and make its final reports
under this act by January 1, 2008.

SECTION 7. (1) The Stennis Institute of Governnent at

M ssissippi State University shall serve the comm ssion. The
Director of the Institute shall serve as a co-executive director
of the comm ssion. The conm ssion may secure the services of a
consul tant who has conducted numerous simlar performance reviews
to serve as the other co-executive director

(2) Al agencies, departnents, divisions, boards, bureaus,
conmi ssions or institutions of the state, or of any political
subdi vi sion thereof, at the request of the chairman of the
conmm ssion, shall provide to the conm ssion such facilities,
assi stance and data as will enable the comm ssion to properly
carry out its duties.

SECTION 8. Sections 1 through 8 of this act shall stand

repealed on July 1, 2009.
SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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