M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Turner To:  Education
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2978

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A COW SSI ON TO DETERM NE A LEVEL OF "LI VI NG
2  WAGE" FOR EDUCATI ON SUPPORT PERSONNEL | N M SSI SSI PPl AND TO

3 DEVELOP A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND 2008 REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE
4 LEG SLATURE; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Conmmi ssion to Deterni ne
7 A Level of "Living Wage" for Education Support Personnel in

8 Mssissippi, which shall be conposed of the follow ng nmenbers:

9 (a) Two (2) education support personnel enployed in the
10 M ssissippi public schools appointed by the Governor;

11 (b) One (1) certified teacher enployed in the

12 M ssissippi public schools appointed by the Governor;

13 (c) One (1) school superintendent appointed by the

14 State Board of Education;

15 (d) One (1) local school board nmenber appointed by the
16 State Board of Educati on;

17 (e) The Chairman of the Senate Education Comm ttee;

18 (f) The Chairman of the House Education Comrittee;

19 (g) The Chairman of the Senate Appropriations

20 Conmittee;

21 (h) The Chairman of the House Appropriations Commttee;
22 and

23 (i) The State Superintendent of Education.

24 (2) Al nenbers of the comm ssion shall be designated or

25 appointed in sufficient tine to allow for all nenbers of the

26 comm ssion to be identified prior to the first nmeeting of the

27 comm ssion. The first neeting of the comm ssion shall be not

28 later than July 1, 2007, on the call of the State Superintendent
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of Education who shall serve as chairman of the comm ssion in
order to organize and elect a chairman and vice chairman fromits
nmenber ship and adopt rules for transacting its business.

(3) The duties of the conm ssion shall be to determ ne the
status of education support personnel in the public schools of
M ssi ssippi, and determne a basic |iving wage for the various
classifications of education support personnel. The comm ssion
shal | nmake appropriate findings and recommendati ons regardi ng
adequate funding requirenents for the appropriate wage for
educati on support personnel, and develop a report with necessary
| egislation to be devel oped and presented to the Governor and to
the Legislature for consideration during the 2008 Regul ar Sessi on.

(4) The State Departnment of Education shall provide
appropriate staff support to the conm ssion. All agencies,
departnents, offices and institutions of the state shall cooperate
with the comm ssion and provide such assi stance as requested by
t he conmm ssi on.

(5) Upon presentation of its report required herein, the
conmmi ssion shall be dissol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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