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Senator(s) King, Fillingane To: Judiciary, Division A

SENATE BI LL NO. 2966

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
GRANT TO COUNTI ES OF A CERTAI N POPULATION SI ZE THE OPTI ON TO
CREATE A COUNTY COURT; TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 9-9- 37 AND
9-9-45, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 9-9-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-9-1. (1) There shall be an inferior court to be known as
the county court in and for each of the follow ng counties:
(a) Each county of the state wherein a county court is
in existence on July 1, 1985; * * *
(b) Fromand after January 1, 1987, each county that
has a popul ati on exceeding fifty thousand (50, 000) inhabitants as
shown by the | atest federal decennial census; and

(c) At the sole election of the board of supervisors,

each county that has a popul ati on exceeding thirty-nine thousand

(39,000) inhabitants as shown by the | atest federal decenni al

census shall have the option, but shall not be required, to

establish a county court under the provisions of this section.

(2) (a) A county judge for a county that is required to

establish a county court under subsection (1)(b) of this section

shal | be elected by the qualified electors of the county for the
same termand in the sane manner as provided for the el ection of
circuit court judges at an election held at the sanme tine as the
next regular election of circuit court judges first occurring

after the date upon which it can be determ ned that a county court
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is required under the provisions of subsection (1)(b) of this

section to be established in such county.

(b) A county judge for a county that elects to

establish a county court under subsection (1)(c) of this section

shall be elected by the qualified electors of the county in the

sanme manner as provided for the election of circuit court judges

at an election held at the Novenber general election first

occurring after the date when the board of supervisors spreads

upon its mnutes a resolution creating the county court. The term

of the county court judge so elected shall begin on the first day

of January follow ng the Novenber el ection, and shall end at the

sane tinme as for county court judges generally. Thereafter, the

county court judge shall be elected and serve for a term as

provided for county court judges generally.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not be construed so
as to require that a county court be established in any county in
whi ch the board of supervisors has agreed and contracted with the
board of supervisors of any other county or counties to support
and mai ntain one (1) county court for such counties as provided in
Section 9-9-3.

SECTION 2. Section 9-9-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-9-37. Fromand after July 1, 1985, in any county not
brought within the provisions of this chapter by the terns of
Sections 9-9-1 and 9-9-3 thereof, and in which a county court is
not in existence, on a petition of ten percent (10% of the
qualified electors of such county, addressed to the board of
supervi sors, an election shall be called by the said board and
conducted in such a way and manner now provi ded by law for a
special election for the purpose of determ ning whether or not
said court shall be established in such county; and, if a mgjority
vote at such election in favor of a county court, then the

el ection conm ssion shall so certify to the Secretary of State and
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the Governor shall then issue a proclamation establishing the
county court in such county; and thereafter at the next succeeding
neeting of the board of supervisors the board shall call an

el ection for the election of a county judge, and such el ection
shall be conducted in the way and manner now provi ded by |aw for
hol di ng a special election.

Any county which has or nay cone under the provisions of this
chapter by an election as provided above may thereafter cone from
under this chapter in the manner hereinafter provided. On
petition of ten percent (10% of the qualified electors of such
county, addressed to the board of supervisors of such county, an
el ection shall be called by such board of supervisors and
conducted in the way and manner now provided by |law for a speci al
el ection for the purpose of determ ning whether or not such county
court shall be abolished in said county; and, if the mgjority vote
at such election in favor of abolishing the county court, then the
el ection comm ssion shall so certify to the Secretary of State.
The Governor shall then issue a proclamation declaring that the
county court in said county be abolished on the first day of the
nont h next succeedi ng such el ection.

In the event the county court is established or in the event
the county court is abolished under the provisions of this
section, then an election shall not be called on such subject
within less than two (2) years thereafter

The salary of the county judge in all counties which nay cone
under the provisions of this chapter by an election as provided in
this section shall be fixed at such anpbunt as provided for in
Section 9-9-11.

SECTION 3. Section 9-9-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-9-45. \Wen hereafter any county of the state shall becone
eligible by reason of the growh in population, in assessed

val uation and the existence therein of a nunicipality of the
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nunber of inhabitants all as specified in Section 9-9-1 of this
chapter, it shall be the duty of the Governor, upon the

determ nation by himof the facts aforesaid, to issue his public
procl amati on establishing a county court in the said county, and
calling an election on a date to be fixed in said proclamation for
the election of a county judge. The termof office of a county
judge el ected under this section and Section 9-9-39 shall expire
thereafter at the sane tinme at which there expires the regul ar
terms of circuit judges and chancellors. Wen in the |ast year of
any four-year judicial period any county has fallen bel ow the
requi renents of eligibility as stated in Section 9-9-1 of this
chapter, it shall be the duty of the Governor so to ascertain and
proclaim thereupon after the expiration of the then four-year
term the county court shall cease to exist in such county, unless
by an el ection held under the provisions of Section 9-9-39 the
said court be retained or reestablished.

SECTION 4. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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