M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Chaney, Hyde-Smith, Jackson To: Fees, Salaries and
(15th), Wiite, King, Fillingane Admi ni stration; County
Affairs
SENATE BI LL NO 2886
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-227, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO | NCREASE THE COVPENSATI ON OF ELECTI ON PRECI NCT MANAGERS AND
3 CLERKS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-239, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
4 | NCREASE THE NUMBER OF HOURS THAT ELECTI ON MANAGERS AND CLERKS MNAY
5 BE COWMPENSATED FOR ATTENDI NG TRAI NI NG SESSI ONS; AND FOR RELATED
6 PURPCSES.
7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 23-15-227, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
9 anended as follows:
10 23-15-227. The managers * * * shall be each entitled to One
11 Hundred Seventy-five Dollars ($175.00) for each election and
12 clerks shall be each entitled to One Hundred Fifty Dollars
13 (%$150.00) for each election; * * * however, * * * the board of
14 supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the managers and cl erks an
15 additional anpbunt not to exceed Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) per
16 election. The manager or other person who shall carry to the
17 place of voting, away fromthe courthouse, the official ballots,
18 ball ot boxes, pollbooks and ot her necessities, shall be allowed
19 Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each voting precinct for so doing. The
20 manager or other person who acts as returning officer shall be
21 allowed Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each voting precinct for that
22 service. The conpensation authorized in this section shall be
23 allowed by the board of supervisors, and shall be payabl e out of
24 the county treasury.
25 The conpensation provided in this section shall constitute
26 paynment in full for the services rendered by the persons nanmed for
27 any el ection, whether there be one (1) election or issue voted
28 upon, or nore than one (1) election or issue voted upon at the
29 sane tine.
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SECTION 2. Section 23-15-239, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

23-15-239. (1) The executive commttee of each county, in
the case of a prinmary election, or the conm ssioners of election
of each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction
with the circuit clerk, shall sponsor and conduct, not |ess than
five (5) days prior to each election, training sessions to
instruct managers as to their duties in the proper adm nistration
of the election and the operation of the polling place. No
manager shall serve in any el ection unless he has received such
instructions once during the twelve (12) nonths i mediately
precedi ng the date upon which such election is held; however,
nothing in this section shall prevent the appointnment of an
alternate manager to fill a vacancy in case of an energency. The
county executive commttee or the comm ssioners of election, as
appropriate, shall train a sufficient nunber of alternates to
serve in the event a manager is unable to serve for any reason

(2) (a) If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the
county executive conmttee may enter into a witten agreenent with
the circuit clerk or the county el ection conm ssion authori zi ng
the circuit clerk or the county election conm ssion to perform any
of the duties required of the county executive conmttee pursuant
to this section. Any agreenent entered into pursuant to this
subsection shall be signed by the chairman of the county executive
committee and the circuit clerk or the chairman of the county
el ection conm ssion, as appropriate. The county executive
commttee shall notify the State Executive Commttee and the
Secretary of State of the existence of such agreenent.

(b) If it is eligible under Section 23-15-266, the
muni ci pal executive committee nay enter into a witten agreenent
wi th the municipal clerk or the municipal election commssion
aut hori zing the municipal clerk or the municipal election

comm ssion to performany of the duties required of the nunici pal
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executive conmttee pursuant to this section. Any agreenent
entered into pursuant to this subsection shall be signed by the
chai rman of the nmunicipal executive conmttee and the nunicipa
clerk or the chairman of the nunicipal election comm ssion, as
appropriate. The nunicipal executive commttee shall notify the
State Executive Conmttee and the Secretary of State of the

exi stence of such agreenent.

(3) The board of supervisors, in their discretion, may
conpensate managers and clerks who attend such training sessions.
The conpensation shall be at a rate of not | ess than the federal
hourly m ni mum wage nor nore than Ten Dol lars ($10.00) per hour.

Managers and cl erks shall not be conpensated for nore than six (6)

hours of attendance at the training sessions regardl ess of the
actual anmpunt of tinme that they attended the training sessions.

(4) The time and | ocation of the training sessions required
pursuant to this section shall be announced to the general public
by posting a notice thereof at the courthouse and by delivering a
copy of the notice to the office of a newspaper having general
circulation in the county five (5) days before the date upon which
the training session is to be conducted. Persons who will serve
as poll watchers for candidates and political parties, as well as
menbers of the general public, shall be allowed to attend the
sessi ons.

(5) Subject to the follow ng annual |imtations, the
comm ssioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem
in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be paid fromthe
county general fund, for every day or period of no less than five
(5) hours accumnul ated over two (2) or nore days actually enpl oyed
in the performance of their duties for the necessary tine spent in
conducting training sessions as required by this section:

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand
(15,000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al

census, not nore than five (5) days per year;
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(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
|l ess than thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the
| atest federal decennial census, not nore than eight (8) days per
year;

(c) In counties having thirty thousand (30, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the
| atest federal decennial census, not nore than ten (10) days per
year;

(d) In counties having seventy thousand (70, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to the
| atest federal decennial census, not nore than twelve (12) days
per year;

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than one hundred seventy thousand (170, 000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
fifteen (15) days per year;

(f) In counties having one hundred seventy thousand
(170, 000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al
census but less than two hundred thousand (200, 000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
ei ghteen (18) days per year;

(g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census but
| ess than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents
according to the | atest federal decennial census, not nore than
ni neteen (19) days per year;

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand
(225, 000) residents according to the |atest federal decenni al

census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250, 000)
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residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not
nore than twenty-two (22) days per year;

(1) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand
(250, 000) residents according to the | atest federal decenni al
census but less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275, 000)
residents according to the | atest federal decennial census, not
nore than thirteen (13) days per year;

(j) In counties having two hundred seventy-five
t housand (275, 000) residents according to the | atest federal
decenni al census or nore, not nore than fourteen (14) days per
year.

(6) Conm ssioners of election shall claimthe per diem
aut hori zed in subsection (5) of this section in the manner
provided for in Section 23-15-153(6).

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imed ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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