M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Jordan, Jackson (11th), To: Economic Devel opnent and
Thomas, C arke, Walls, Simmons, Dawkins Tourism Appropriations
SENATE BILL NO 2849
1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE DELTA REGQ ONAL HOUSI NG CLEARI NGHOUSE TO
2 SERVE AS A SOURCE OF | NFORMATI ON ON THE NUMEROUS PRQIECTS Al MED AT
3 | MPROVI NG HOUSING I N THE M SSI SSI PPI DELTA REG ON BY VARI QUS
4 AGENCI ES AND ENTI TIES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE CLEARI NGHOUSE SHALL BE
5 GOVERNED BY A BOARD OF DI RECTORS COMPCSED OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
6 CERTAIN COUNTIES AND MUNI Cl PALI TIES AND TO PRESCRI BE THE BOARD S
7 DUTIES, TO REQUI RE THE M SSI SSI PPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO
8 ALLOCATE STATE FUNDS TO QUALI FI ED COVWUNI TY HOUSI NG DEVELOPMENT
9 ORGANI ZATIONS IN THE DELTA REG ON FOR ADM NI STRATI VE OPERATI ONS
10 SUPPORT OF HOUSI NG PRQIECTS; TO REQUI RE THE LEAQ SLATURE TO
11  ANNUALLY APPROPRI ATE FUNDS TO THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT
12 AUTHORI TY FOR SUCH PURPCSES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
14 SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds that the M ssissippi
15 Delta region faces a critical housing crisis in that a |large
16 nunber of the region's residents live in substandard housi ng,
17 which negatively affects the econony, environnent and individual
18 «citizens who cannot afford better housing. The Legislature
19 further finds that there is a correlation between the increasing
20 nunber of lowinconme famlies in the Delta region who are forced
21 to nmove and change school s nunmerous tinmes each year with | ow
22 student achievenent, and that this correlation substantiates the
23 conpelling and urgent need to inprove the quality of housing in
24 the Delta region for those famlies.
25 (2) It is the intent of the Legislature that this act
26 establish a neans to begin inproving the negative housing
27 situation for lowincome famlies in the M ssissippi Delta region.
28 SECTION 2. For purposes of this act, the ternms "M ssi ssi ppi
29 Delta region,” "Delta region"” and "region" are defined as the
30 western section of the State of M ssissippi that |ies between the
31 Mssissippi and Yazoo Rivers, enconpassing in whole or in part the
32 counties of Bolivar, Carroll, C aiborne, Coahoma, Hol nes,
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Hunmphr eys, |ssaquena, Jefferson, Leflore, Panola, Quitnman,
Shar key, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washington and
Yazoo.

SECTION 3. (1) There is created a Delta Regional Housing

Cl eari nghouse. The cl eari nghouse shall be governed by a board of
directors conposed of a representative of each county in the
region and each nunicipality in the region which has a popul ati on
greater than ten thousand (10,000) according to the | atest federal
decenni al census. The representatives of the counties and those
municipalities entitled to representation on the board of
directors will be selected by the governing authorities of the
respective counties and municipalities.

(2) The Delta Regional Housing O earinghouse shall have the
foll ow ng duties:

(a) To serve as a virtual one-stop housing center for
all citizens of the Delta region and to be the public coordinator
for public, private and foundation housing efforts in the Delta
regi on;

(b) To serve as a source of information on all housing
prograns, including progranms adm nistered by federal, state and
| ocal governnental agencies, private conpani es and foundati ons,
and to collect, dissem nate and provide information on housing
needs, on no | ess than an annual basis, to citizens of the Delta
regi on;

(c) To pronote the inportance of affordable, adequate
housing as part of the |l ong-term devel opnent of the Delta region;

(d) To conduct a Regional Housing Needs Assessnent
(RHNA) that details growh issues and housing needs in the region
in order to quantify the need for housing within each political
subdivision in the region so that conmunities may plan for and
determ ne how to address the needs of their respective

communi ti es;
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(e) To prepare and dissem nate annually a Delta Region
Housi ng Report that may serve as a guide to policynmakers and
| egi sl ators on housing needs in the Delta. The report required
under this itemnust be submitted to the Governor and nenbers of
the Legislature before Septenber 1 of each year;

(f) To prepare a bibliography of housing redevel opnent
resources which includes current reviews, studies and information
on prograns and organi zations that address affordabl e housing and
redevel opnent i ssues;

(g) To conpile a roster of housing projects in the
Delta region, including a description of each project, the name
and address of the agency involved in the project and contact
information for the person in charge of the project. The roster
must include, but not necessarily be |limted to:
mul ti-generational devel opnents serving very |owincone famlies;
techni cal assistance for providing affordabl e housing; and
redevel opnent projects; and

(h) To develop and maintain a resource database to
catalog, for the Delta region, current housing prograns, |ocal
governnments, private |enders and foundation grants. For each
item the database nust specify the goals, types of funding
avai l abl e through the item and application process for interested
parties.

SECTION 4. (1) In order to strengthen the | ocal

revitalization efforts of the Community Housi ng Devel opnent

Organi zations (CHDGs) in the Delta region, the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority (MDA), subject to the availability of
fundi ng appropriated specifically therefor, shall provide funding
to qualified CHDOs that are awarded HOVE funds, as authorized
under Title Il of the federal Cranston-Gonzal ez Nati onal

Af f ordabl e Housi ng Act, as anended, for the admnistrative

operati ons support of housing projects. Funds nade available to a
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CHDO under this section may be used solely for admnistrative
expenses incurred in supporting the operations of the CHDO

(2) In fiscal year 2008, the MDA shall allocate funds for
adm ni strative operations support expenses to all qualified CHDGs
in the region in an amount to be determ ned by the MDA. In the
follow ng fiscal years, funds will be awarded by the MDA as
incentive grants, based on the performance of each CHDO t hat
requests funding. The MDA shall devel op objective performance
criteria to be used in determining if a CHDOis qualified for a
grant under this section, and if so, the anmount of funding to be
awarded to that CHDO.

(3) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
section, the Legislature shall appropriate annually to the
M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Authority an anmount equal to one-half
(1/2) of the federal funds received by the state through the
United States Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent (HUD)
for the adm nistrative operations support of the HOVE program

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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