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Senat or (s) Harden To: Education
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2803

AN ACT TO PROVI DE AN ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS UNDER THE ADEQUATE
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF EMPLOYI NG SCHOOL GUI DANCE
COUNSELORS (K-12) BASED UPON SCHOOL STUDENT ENROLLMENT, TO PROVI DE
CERTAI'N CONDI TI ONS ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF STATE- FUNDED SCHOOL
GUI DANCE COUNSELORS AND TO PRESCRI BE THE COVPREHENSI VE COUNSELI NG
SERVI CES TO BE PROVI DED TO | NCLUDE CRI SI S | NTERVENTI ON AND
PREVENTI ON AND DROPCQUT PREVENTI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, in

addition to other funds allotted under the m ni num educati on
program each school district shall be allotted funding to enpl oy

school gui dance counselors in G ades K-12 based upon the foll ow ng

formul a:
STATE- FUNDED COUNSELOR STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY SCHOOL
1/ 2 1- 150
1 151- 250
1-1/2 251- 400
2 401- 550
2-1/2 551-700
3 701- 850
3-1/2 851- 1000
4 1001- 1150
4-1/2 1151- 1300
5 1301- 1450
5-1/2 1451- 1600

(2) The State Departnment of Education may, however, increase
t he nunber of positions funded each year beyond the above

requi renents as noney i s nade avail abl e.
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(3) The assignnent of state-funded gui dance counselors to
the particular schools with the district shall be at the
di scretion of the local school board with the follow ng
restrictions:

(a) The counsel or/student ratio shall be no greater
t han 1: 250;

(b) No individual shall be enployed as a schoo
gui dance counsel or wi thout appropriate training and certification
as determ ned by the State Departnent of Education; and

(c) School guidance counselors shall be full-tine
pr of essi onal personnel, shall spend a m ni num of eighty-five
percent (85% of work time in direct counseling relationships with
students.

(4) State-funded school counselors shall provide the
foll ow ng conprehensi ve counsel i ng services:

(a) Academ c and personal /social counseling;

(b) Student assessnent and assessnent counseling;

(c) Career and educational counseling;

(d) Individual and group counseling (large/small);

(e) Crisis intervention and preventive counseling;

(f) Dropout prevention counseling;

(g) Referrals to conmunity agenci es;

(h) Educational consultation and coll aboration with
teachers, admnistrators, parents and community | eaders;

(1) Educational and career placenent services; and

(j) Follow up counseling services.

(5 Nothing in this section shall prohibit any school
district fromenploying wth [ocal funds nore school guidance
counsel ors than are provided for in this section.

(6) The State Departnment of Education nmay adopt regul ations
regarding the activities of the school guidance counsel or as are

not inconsistent with this section.
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SECTI ON 2.

Al'l new prograns authorized in this act are

subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated

therefor by the Legislature.

SECTI ON 3.

and after July 1,
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