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Senat or (s) Posey 'Igo: y Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

SENATE BILL NO 2783
(As Passed t he Senate)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-31 AND 49-7-41, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO REVISE M NI MUM ANTLER SI ZE RESTRI CTI ONS FOR HUNTI NG
DEER;, TO FURTHER AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-41, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO CLARI FY ANNUAL BAG LIM T ON ANTLERLESS DEER;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-7-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-31. (1) The open season on deer shall be as foll ows:

(a) Wth bow and arrow. COctober 1 through the Friday
prior to Thanksgi vi ng.

(b) Wth guns and with dogs: Fromthe Saturday prior
t o Thanksgivi ng through Decenber 1

(c) Wth primtive weapons and wi thout dogs: Decenber
2 through Decenber 15.

(d) Wth guns and wi thout dogs: Decenber 16 through
Decenber 23. However, the comm ssion may allow hunting statew de
or in specific areas with any | egal weapon which it nmay designate
wi t hout dogs after the end of the |last season for hunting deer
wi th guns and with dogs, but the season with | egal designated
weapons and w t hout dogs shall not extend beyond January 31.

(e) The conm ssion shall establish an extended season
with primtive weapons and bow and arrow w t hout dogs from
February 1 through February 15 for the area south of U S. H ghway
84 and east of M ssissippi H ghway 35 only for |egal bucks. Any
antl ered deer taken in this area during any open season under this
section nust be a |l egal buck as defined in this paragraph. For

pur poses of this paragraph, the term"legal buck"” neans a
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deer * * * wth a mninmminside spread of ten (10) inches or a

m ni mrum mai n beam | ength of thirteen (13) inches. The conm ssion
may del ay the opening date and change the | ength of bow and arrow
season in paragraph (1)(a) in this area.

(f) Wth guns and with dogs: Decenber 24 through a
date fixed by the comm ssion that will provide a total of
thirty-nine (39) days of hunting deer wwth guns and with dogs when
added to the nunber of days provided for hunting deer with guns
and with dogs in paragraph (b).

(2) The comm ssion may set and regul ate the deer seasons on
wi |l dlife managenent areas which it adm nisters.

(3) (a) The comm ssion nmay allow the harvesting of
antlerless deer in the districts or zones upon the recommendati on
of the executive director based upon good and substanti al
quantitative data and research eval uations that denonstrate that
the harvesting is necessary to properly manage the herd.

(b) The comm ssion, only upon the recommendati on of the
executive director, may allow the harvesting of antlerless deer
during the deer season with guns and with dogs by a majority vote
of the comm ssi on.

(c) Nothing in this subsection prohibits the harvesting
of either-sex deer by |l andowners or |easehol ders on private |ands
under a deer nmanagenent program prescribed or approved by the
executive director.

(4) The comm ssion may provide a special permt for the
harvesting of deer when they are depredating and destroyi ng crops.
The departnent shall supervise the harvesting and provide for the
sal vaging of the neat of the animals. The conm ssion may
aut hori ze the departnment to assist any farmer in this state, who
sustains crop danage by wildlife, in eradication of the problem
wildlife.

SECTION 2. Section 49-7-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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49-7-41.

(1)

animals, birds and fi sh,

The comm ssion may set the bag limts for gane

the Legislature by statute.

(2) (a)

not to exceed three (3) per

The bag |imt on antlered deer is one (1) per day

license year. An antlered deer nust

have antlers as prescribed by the comm ssion. The conm ssion

shal |l have plenary authority to establish deer nanagenent zones,

and adopt bag limt, antler restricti

on and enfor cenent

regul ati ons to nmanage deer

popul ati ons within the deer

unless the bag limts are established by

management

Zones.

(b)

Any antl ered deer may

be taken by permt when it

necessary to manage deer on | ands under the deer managenent

assi stance programor wldlife nmanagenent areas. A witten

managenent justification issued by the departnent * * * pnust

acconpany any request for such a permt. Any antlered deer

harvest ed under this permt nust be identified with a tag

i mredi at el y upon possessi on.

not be subject to the daily bag limt or the annual bag limt on

ant |l ered deer.

i ssued, to whom i ssued and deer

The departnent shal

annual deer programreport.

(3) (a)

include a report on permts

harvested in the departnent's

The bag limt on antlerless deer is one (1) per

day, not to exceed five (5) per license year. * * * Antlerless

deer may be taken only in the areas prescribed by order of the

comm SssSi on. |t

(b)

antl erl ess deer except:

isillegal to take a

It

spotted fawn in any season.

is unlawful for a nonresident to kill an

(1) a nonresident may take antlerless

deer on lands that the title is vested in the nonresident or on

| ands that the nonresident has | eased the hunting and fishing

rights; or (ii) a nonresident who has a native son or daughter

nonresident |ifetine sportsnman license or a resident lifetine

sportsman |icense may take antlerl ess deer on private | ands,

wi | dlife managenent areas or nationa
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wi |l dlife refuges.

is

Ant | ered deer taken by permt shal



95 (4) The bag limt on antlerless deer set by this section

96 shall not apply to private |ands under the deer managenent

97 assistance programor the fee-based antlerless program as approved
98 by the departnent.

99 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
100 and after July 1, 2007.
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