M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Senat or (s) Jordan, Jackson (11th), To: Appropriations

Thomas, d arke, Walls, Simons, Harden,
Wl ianmson, Dawkins

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

SENATE BI LL NO 2751

AN ACT RELATI NG TO CULTURAL TOURI SM I N THE DELTA REG ON, TO
REQUI RE THE LEGQ SLATURE AND GOVERNCOR TO TAKE SUCH ACTI ONS AS MAY
BE NECESSARY TO PROCURE FROM CONGRESS DESI GNATI ON OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl DELTA REG ON AS A "DELTA NATI ONAL HERI TAGE AREA"; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 39-27-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT
THE LEG SLATURE SHALL APPROPRI ATE FUNDI NG TO THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, DIVISION OF TOURISM FOR THE PURPCSE OF
PURCHASI NG M SSI SSI PPI BLUES TRAI L MARKERS, AND TO CREATE A
PCSI TION IN THE DI VI SI ON OF TOURI SM DEDI CATED TO THE BLUES TRAI L
MARKERS PRQJECT; TO REQUI RE FUNDI NG TO BE APPROPRI ATED TO CERTAI N
UNI VERSI TI ES FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE HERI TAGE TRAI LS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM TO CREATE THE "CULTURAL HERI TAGE DEVELOPMENT FUND' | N THE
STATE TREASURY TO PROVI DE MATCHI NG FUNDS FOR FEDERAL GRANTS I N
SUPPORT OF CULTURAL ARTS AND HERI TAGE TOURI SM TO AMEND SECTI ON
57-1-59, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO DEVELOP MECHANI SMS TO ENHANCE CULTURAL
HERI TAGE TOURI SM ATTRACTI ONS, TO SUPPORT THE CREATI ON OF
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES I N THE CULTURAL ARTS AND TOURI SM
| NDUSTRY, AND TO SUPPORT THE CREATI ON OF CULTURAL HERI TAGE
BUSI NESS | NCUBATORS I N THE DELTA REG ON;, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds that the M ssissipp

Delta region is a national cultural treasure. The Legislature
further finds that cultural heritage tourismis a rapidly grow ng
national and international industry that represents a significant
opportunity within the Delta; however, the absence of sufficient
dedi cated resources to support the growh of cultural heritage
tourism has been a significant barrier to the Mssissippi Delta’s
ability to realize the full potential of its cultural heritage.
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that this act
establish a cultural tourisminitiative for the Delta region.

SECTION 2. For purposes of this act, the ternms "M ssi ssi ppi

Delta region,” "Delta region"” and "region" are defined as the
western section of the State of M ssissippi that |ies between the
M ssi ssi ppi and Yazoo Rivers, enconpassing in part or whole the

Counties of Bolivar, Carroll, d aiborne, Coahoma, Hol nes,
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Hunmphr eys, |ssaquena, Jefferson, Leflore, Panola, Quitnman,
Shar key, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washington and
Yazoo.

SECTION 3. The Legislature and the Governor shall take such

actions as may be necessary to procure fromthe United States
Congress the designation of the Mssissippi Delta region as the
"Delta National Heritage Area." Actions to assist in the
procurenent of the National Heritage Area designation may include,
but are not necessarily limted to: working with the M ssissipp
congressional delegation to secure the passage of designation

| egislation; aiding in the collaboration of interested | ocal
governnment officials, organizations and individual citizens groups
in the Delta; and fostering a cooperative spirit anong the
different comunities wthin the region.

SECTI ON 4. Section 39-27-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

39-27-3. (1) The conmi ssion shall designate specific sites
for erection of appropriate "M ssissippi Blues Trail" markers to
offer to tourists and targeted groups a structured tour of
M ssi ssi ppi blues historical sites and performance venues. The
comm ssion shall be authorized to purchase appropriate M ssissipp

Blues Trail markers and related interpretive materials. The

Legi sl ature shall appropriate annually to the Division of Tourism

of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority no less than Two MIIion

Dol I ars ($2,000,000.00) in fiscal years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and

2012 for purchasing the markers and related materials. The texts

for the M ssissippi Blues Trail narkers shall be approved by the
comm ssion. The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal
cooperate with the conm ssion by erecting and nai ntaining the
mar kers that have been approved by the conmm ssion.

(2) There is created within the D vision of Tourism of the

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Authority a full-time staff position to be

dedi cated to the creation of the Mssissippi Blues Trail markers.
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The staff person enployed in this position nust devote his entire

attention to researching and witing the texts for the M ssissipp

Blues Trail markers and the creation of interpretive materials.

SECTI ON 5. The Legislature shall provide sufficient funding

to support and expand the functions of the Delta Center for
Culture and Learning at Delta State University, M ssissippi Valley
State University, Tougal oo College and Alcorn State University.
Any funding provided by the Legislature for such purposes nust be
allocated to enploy dedicated staff and to provide for graduate
assistants who will provide support to the M ssissippi Devel opnent
Authority inits efforts to establish the Heritage Trails

Devel opnent Program and to the M ssissippi Delta Tourism
Associ ati on.

SECTION 6. There is created in the State Treasury a speci al

fund to be designated the "Cultural Heritage Devel opnent Fund."
The fund shall consist of nonies designated for deposit therein
fromany source, public or private, including, but not limted to,
appropriations, grants, gifts or donations. Mnies in the fund
may be used as matching funds to procure federal grants that my
be used in support of the devel opnent and expansi on of cultural
arts and heritage tourism The Division of Tourismof the
M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Authority shall be responsible for the
adm ni stration of the fund.
SECTION 7. Section 57-1-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
57-1-59. The M ssissippi Devel opnment Authority shall have
the foll ow ng general powers and duties with respect to tourism
(a) To pronote and advertise the i mage of M ssissipp
both within and wi thout the boundaries of this state,;
(b) To pronote and advertise fairs and simlar
activities of interest to tourists and the traveling public;
(c) To pronote and advertise the use of wildlife and

natural areas by tourists and the traveling public;

S. B. No. 2751 *SS26/ R1291*
07/ SS26/ R1291
PAGE 3



103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

(d) To pronote and advertise the use of state
recreational and park facilities by tourists and the traveling
publi c;

(e) To pronote and advertise all resources of the State
of Mssissippi as attractions to tourists and the traveling
publi c;

(f) To develop for all agencies of state governnent the
necessary pronotional and advertising materials needed to pronote
all facilities and prograns which nmay be of interest to travelers
and tourists;

(g) To maintain an educational awareness program for
the citizens of the state to constantly encourage increased
devel opnent of activities of interest to tourists and the
travel ing public;

(h) To develop and maintain an infornmation services
systemto adequately guide tourists and the traveling public
Wi thin the boundaries of the state;

(i) To develop and mai ntain an extensive nmedi a program
to adequately informthe national and international consunmer about
M ssissippi; * * *

(j) To enter into contracts and ot her agreenents with
| ocal tourismconm ssions or simlar entities for the purpose of
devel opi ng regional strategies for tourismpronotion. The
M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Authority, in conjunction with the
formul ation of regional strategies for tourismpronotion, may
require that local tourismcomr ssions or simlar entities enter
into agreenents with the authority as a condition for receiving
any state grants to pronote tourisny

(k) To devel op nechani snms to enhance existing cul tural

heritage tourismattractions and attractors and to support

prograns that create enpl oynment opportunities in the cultural arts

and related tourismindustry. The M ssissippi Devel opnent

Aut hority shall pursue existing federal prograns and grants that
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w || enhance workforce training and create job opportunities as

wel | as enhance cultural heritage tourismin the Mssissippi Delta

regi on; and

(1) To encourage and support the creation of cultural

heritage business incubators in communities in the Delta region

and aid in creation of a "made in the M ssissippi Delta" branding

initiative.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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