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SENATE BI LL NO. 2742

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO
ESTABLI SH M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS FOR QUALI TY EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS
| MPLEMENTED | N LI CENSED CH LD CARE FACI LI TI ES; TO PROVI DE THAT
LI CENSED CH LD CARE FACILITIES IN THE M SSI SSI PPI DELTA REG ON
FAI LI NG TO MEET THE M Nl MUM REQUI REMENTS W LL BE PROHI BI TED FROM
OPERATI NG, TO REQUI RE FACILITIES IN THE DELTA REG ON WH CH ARE
REQUI RED TO BE LI CENSED BY THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH BUT HAVE
FAI LED TO PROCURE A LI CENSE TO COVPLY W TH THE LAW BEFORE JANUARY
1, 2010; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds that many children of

the M ssissippi Delta region experience |ow quality, out-of-hone
care and inferior child care progranms. The Legislature further
finds that high quality child care is essential for children in
the Delta and is an investnment in their future.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that this act
establish a neans to begin to effectuate a change in the culture
of licensed child care in the Delta region and to assist parents
in choosing quality care for their children

SECTI ON 2. For purposes of this act, the ternms "M ssi ssi ppi

Delta region,” "Delta region" and "region" are defined as the
western section of the State of M ssissippi that |ies between the
M ssi ssi ppi and Yazoo Rivers, enconpassing in part or whole the
Counties of Bolivar, Carroll, d aiborne, Coahoma, Hol nes,
Hunphreys, |ssaquena, Jefferson, Leflore, Panola, Quitman,

Shar key, Sunfl ower, Tallahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washington and
Yazoo.

SECTION 3. (1) The State Departnent of Education to

prescri be mnimal guidelines for quality chil dhood educati on

prograns inplenented in licensed child care facilities.
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(2) Before January 1, 2010, each child care facility
licensed by the State Board of Health in the Delta regi on nust
neet the mniml requirenents for quality child care education
established by the State Departnent of Education pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section. The guidelines nust descri be:
the m ninmum qualifications required of teaching staff; desirable
teacher-child ratios in the educational setting; acceptable
curricula and educational materials and equi pnent; and such ot her
matters determ ned by the departnent to be indicators of quality
education in the child care setting.

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall develop a
process to assess the quality of education prograns in |icensed
child care facilities. Any child care facility determ ned to not
be in conpliance with the mninmumrequirenents for quality
education will be prohibited fromoperating until the facility has
taken steps to correct the nonconpliance and the State Departnent
of Education has approved of the corrective neasures taken.

(4) Any child care facility in the Delta region which is
required to be licensed under Chapter 20, Title 43, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, nust be licensed and in conpliance with the m ni num
gui delines for quality education prograns established pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section before January 1, 2010.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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