M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Senator(s) Jordan, Jackson (11th), To: Public Health and
Thomas, C arke, Walls, Simmons, Harden, Vel fare; Appropriations
W lianmson, Dawkins

SENATE BI LL NO 2738

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL PROVI DE
SUFFI CI ENT FUNDI NG TO FULLY FUND THE CHI LDREN S HEALTH | NSURANCE
PROGRAM AND MEDI CAI D PROGRAMS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNOR TO
REQUI RE THE DI VI SION OF MEDI CAID TO APPLY FOR GRANTS FROM
FOUNDATI ONS AND SI M LAR ORGANI ZATI ONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MARKETI NG
THE CHI LDREN S HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM I N THE M SSI SSI PPl DELTA
REG O\, TO REQUI RE SCHOCL DI STRICTS I N THE DELTA TO DEMONSTRATE TO
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH THEI R UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS TO
EMPLOY A SCHOOL NURSE;, TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
10 TO DEVELOP A MEANS TO ENSURE THAT ANNUAL PHYSI CALS ARE PROVI DED,
11 FREE OF CHARGE, TO ALL STUDENTS | N KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELFTH
12 GRADE IN THE PUBLI C SCHOCLS I N THE DELTA REG ON; AND FOR RELATED
13 PURPGCSES.

14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

15 SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds that the nost

16 fundanental aspect of a good quality of life is good health.

17 Healthy people are happier, nore productive and |less costly to

18 insure. According to the Mssissippi State Health Pl an, poverty,
19 low educational levels, large mnority groups, limted health care
20 manpower, particularly in rural areas, are conditions that

21 contribute to racial and ethnic health care disparities. The

22 Legislature finds that these conditions describe the M ssissipp

23 Delta region nore than any other area of the State of M ssissippi.

24 (2) The Legislature further finds federal funding for health
25 insurance for children is limted; therefor, it is inperative that
26 children in the Delta remain as healthy as possible. In an area

27 such as the Delta, with its high rates of chronic health problens,
28 lack of a sufficient nunber of health care providers and a

29 popul ation nost likely to be uninsured, prevention health services
30 becone increasingly inportant.

31 (3) Further, the Legislature finds that a school nurse may

32 be the only consistent source of health services for uninsured
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school -aged children. School nurses provide health education to
students, staff and parents. They nmay also be utilized to help
link and enroll uninsured children to the state CH P program
However, eleven (11) school districts in the Delta region are

W t hout a school nurse, including the county with the | argest
nunber of school districts in the region. The followng action is
request ed.

SECTI ON 2. For purposes of this act, the terns "M ssi ssippi

Delta region,” "Delta region" and "region" are defined as the
western section of the State of M ssissippi that |ies between the
M ssi ssi ppi and Yazoo Rivers, enconpassing in part or whole the
counties of Bolivar, Carroll, d aiborne, Coahoma, Hol nes,

Hunmphr eys, |ssaquena, Jefferson, Leflore, Panola, Quitnman,

Shar key, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washington and
Yazoo.

SECTI ON 3. In order to maxi m ze the benefits of the

M ssi ssippi Children’s Health | nsurance Program established under
Chapter 86, Title 71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and Medicaid in
the M ssissippi Delta region, the Legislature shall provide such
funds that nay be necessary to fully fund the Children's Health

| nsurance Program and Medi cai d prograns.

SECTION 4. The Governor may require the Division of Medicaid

or any other appropriate agency to apply for grants from

organi zati ons such as the Robert Wods Johnson Foundati on and
other simlar funding sources in order to secure funding for the
pur pose of aggressively marketing the Children's Health I nsurance
Programin the Delta region.

SECTION 5. The State Departnent of Health shall develop a

systemthat supports preventive health care neasures throughout
the Delta region by requiring |ocal school districts to
denonstrate attenpts nmade by the district to enploy a school nurse
whi ch denonstrate an understanding on the part of school district

officials of the need and i nportance of preventive health
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services. Acceptable evidence of attenpts to hire a school nurse
i ncl ude, but are not necessarily limted to: exploration of
fundi ng sources and options; subm ssion of grant applications;
requests for technical assistance fromthe State Departnent of
Educati on and ot her sources; and collaboration with other
districts or organizations for the enploynent of a school nurse.

SECTI ON 6. (1) The State Departnent of Health shal

devel op a neans to ensure that annual physicals are provided, free
of charge, to all students in kindergarten through Gade 12 in the
public schools in the Delta region. However, no child nay be
requi red to undergo any physical examnation if the child' s parent
obj ects on the grounds that such physical exam nation is contrary
to his sincerely held religious beliefs.

(2) The departnent shall solicit funding fromany avail abl e
source for the purposes of providing the physical exam nations
requi red under this section.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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