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Senat or (s) Harden To: Education
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO 2183

AN ACT TO PROVI DE AN ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS UNDER THE ADEQUATE
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF EMPLOYI NG SOCI AL WORKERS | N
SCHOOL DI STRI CTS HAVI NG THE HI GHEST | NCl DENCE OF STUDENT DROPQUTS,
SCHOOL- RELATED VI CLENCE, JUVEN LE DELI NQUENCY, LOW TEST SCORES,
SPECI AL EDUCATI ON POPULATI ON AND FREE OR REDUCED MEALS; TO DI RECT
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DETERM NE VWHI CH SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS SHALL RECElI VE SUCH ALLOTMENTS; TO REQUI RE SOCI AL WORKERS
EMPLOYED W TH SUCH FUNDS TO BE APPROPRI ATELY LI CENSED; TO
AUTHORI ZE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO PROMULGATE RULES
AND REGULATI ONS CONCERNI NG THE ACTI VI TI ES OF SUCH SOCI AL WORKERS
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year,

the State Departnment of Education shall allot One MIlion Dollars
(%1, 000, 000. 00) under the adequate education programto school
districts designated under subsection (2) of this section for the
pur pose of enploying a social worker. This social worker shal
not replace any school counsel or, school psychol ogist or
psychonetrist, but shall conplenent the support services avail able
to all students in the public schools.

(2) The State Departnment of Education shall designate thirty
(30) school districts to receive an allotment for the purpose of
enpl oying a social worker. The school districts shall be sel ected
by the State Departnment of Education according to greatest need,
as indicated by records of the State Departnent of Education and
t he Departnent of Human Services reflecting those school districts
havi ng the hi ghest incidences of student dropouts, school-rel ated
vi ol ence, juvenile delinquency, |ow test scores, special education

popul ation, and free or reduced neals.
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(3) The State Departnent of Education may increase the
nunber of social worker positions funded each year beyond the
above requirenents, as noney is nade avail abl e.

(4) The assignnent of the state-funded social worker within
the school district shall be at the discretion of the |ocal school
board, or designee, with the following restrictions:

(a) Any individual enployed with funds allotted under
this section nmust be appropriately |icensed as a social worker
under Section 73-53-1 et seq.

(b) Social workers shall be full-time professional
personnel and shall spend a m ni nrum of seventy-five percent (75%
of work tinme in direct school social work activities.

(5) The State Departnent of Education nmay adopt rul es and
regul ations regarding the activities of the social workers as are
not inconsistent wwth this section or with Section 73-53-1 et seq.
Soci al workers may performthose services that are not
inconsistent with such rules and regul ati ons.

(6) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a school district
from enpl oyi ng addi tional social workers with local or federa
f unds.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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