M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Reynolds, Cockerham To: Rules
Robi nson (63rd), Smth (27th), Watson
VWi ttington

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 113

1 A RESOLUTI ON CELEBRATI NG THE 200TH ANNI VERSARY OF THE SLAVE

2 TRADE ACT AND COMVENDI NG THE BRI TI SH PARLI AMENT FOR HAVI NG THE

3 FORESI GHT TO FREE THE ENSLAVED

4 VWHEREAS, March 25, 2007, nmarked the 200th Anniversary of the
5 enactnent of the Slave Trade Act; and

6 VWHEREAS, the British Parlianent voted in favor of the Sl ave

7 Trade Act on February 23, 1807, the bill received Royal Assent and
8 becane |law on March 25, 1807; and

9 VWHEREAS, the act was the lifelong mssion of WIIliam

10 W/l berforce that prohibited ships fromtransporting slaves; and

11 VWHEREAS, W/ liam W berforce was a nmenber of the British

12 House of Commobns who fought for 20 years to pass |egislation

13 banning the slave trade; and

14 VWHEREAS, as a result of his efforts, on February 23, 1807,

15 the British Parliament passed a bill banning the slave trade in

16 the British Enpire and in 1833, the House of Conmpbns voted to

17 abolish slavery altogether; and

18 VWHEREAS, M. W/l berforce's passion and conmritnent to end the
19 British slave trade and renew the culture solidified the inherency
20 of human dignity and sanctity of human life; and
21 VWHEREAS, he becane an evangelical Christian at age 25 within
22 the Anglican Church and when he | earned of the evils of slave
23 trade, he devoted his life to its abolition and wote, "So
24  enornmous, so dreadful, so irrenediable did the Trade's w ckedness
25 appear that nmy owmn mnd was conpletely nmade up for abolition"; and
26 WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
27 recogni ze and commend historical acts such as the abolition of the
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Sl ave Trade which was a catal yst to abolishing slavery in other
parts of the world:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we cel ebrate the
200t h Anniversary of the Slave Trade Act and comrend the British
Parliament for having the foresight to free the ensl aved.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to the nenbers of the Capital Press Corps.
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