M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Represent ati ves Mayo, Burnett, Col eman To: Rules

(29t h), Espy, Huddl eston, Peranich
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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 21

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE SERVI CE, SACRI FI CE AND BRAVERY OF
TUSKEGEE Al RMAN, RETI RED LI EUTENANT COLONEL WASH NGTON DUBO S
ROSS, TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND THE UNI TED STATES.

VWHEREAS, born March 4, 1919, in Mund Bayou, M ssissippi, as
the fourth of six children, to Robert Warren Ross, Sr., and Teresa
El i zabet h Cal | oway Ross, Lieutenant Col onel Washi ngton DuBoi s Ross
served his country in many capacities as a groundbreaki ng Tuskegee
Airman, a decorated fighter pilot and a highly respected officer;
and

VWHEREAS, havi ng received his bachel or of science degree in
education from Hanpton Institute (now Hanpton University) in
Hanpt on, Virginia, Lieutenant Col onel Ross al so received his
private pilot’s |license through participation in the Cvilian
Pilot Training Program (CPT); and

VHEREAS, Lieutenant Col onel Ross furthered his educational
pursuits at Wayne State University and at the University of
Detroit, fromwhich he earned a nmaster's degree in mathemati cs,
additionally obtaining a bachel or of business adm nistration and a
mast er of business administration fromD etre University in
Detroit, M chigan; and

VWHEREAS, one of the famed Tuskegee Airnmen, Ross arrived at
Tuskegee as part of the Cass 43-1, graduating in 1943 as a
fighter pilot with the rank of Second Lieutenant before being sent
to Selfridge Field, Mchigan, in Cctober of 1943 for overseas
training, and later joining the 332nd Fighter G oup for a tour of

duty in the European Theater; and
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VWHEREAS, after spending sone tinme in North Africa for
addi tional training, Lieutenant Col onel Ross and his conrades were
flowmn to Naples, Italy, to join other nmenbers of the 332nd, where
he flew patrol in P-39s, before being transferred to the 15th Air
Force to fly P-47s, and he finally flew P-51s on | ong escort
m ssions protecting bonbers; and

VWHEREAS, having flown a conbination of sorties and m ssions,
for a total of 63 m ssions, Lieutenant Col onel Ross and fell ow
menbers of the 332nd Fighter G oup shared the distinction of not
| osing a single bonber to eneny fighters; and

WHEREAS, the tineline of Lieutenant Col onel Ross' mlitary
career is conplenented by an inpressive record of service as he
progressed through the ranks, first as cadet and later as a
tw n-engine instructor for the B-25 at Tuskegee Arny Air Base in
Al abama and Lockbourne Air Force Base in Onhio; and

VWHEREAS, after four years of active mlitary service, Ross
joined the United States Air Force Reserves where he served for 20
years in a nunber of assignnents, before retiring in 1981 wth the
rank of Lieutenant Col onel; and

VWHEREAS, whil e Lieutenant Col onel Ross carried great
responsibility in the Air Force, he also remained active in
comuni ty groups and social organizations, including Tuskegee
Airnmen, Inc.; life menber of the Reserve Oficers Association; the
Berea Lutheran Church in Detroit; Berea Day School Board of
Education; and the Detroit Chapter of the National Hanpton Al umi
Associ ation, Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, hailed as a | egend of his tine, Lieutenant Col onel
Ross has been supported and encouraged in every endeavor he has
undertaken by his loving famly, including his late wfe of 60
years, WIllie Pearl White Ross; children, Paula Ross, Rodney
Eni x- Ross, Mark Ross and Robert Ross; and three grandchil dren,

Langst on Ross, Parker Eni x-Ross and Mya Ross; and
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WHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend the |ives and service of such notable and hunbl e native
M ssi ssi ppi ans as Li eutenant Col onel Ross, whose life wll be
etched in the rich history of this state and nati on and who has
i nspired countless nunbers to strive diligently to achieve their
dr eans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend the service and sacrifice of the | egendary Tuskegee
Ai rman, astute soldier and devout M ssi ssippian, Lieutenant
Col onel Washi ngt on DuBoi s Ross, and extend our warnest w shes for
hi s continued health, peace and success in all of his future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to Lieutenant Col onel Ross and to the nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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