M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Akins, Gadd, MBride, To: Rules
Reynol ds
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO 118

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG OLE M SS REBELS HEAD

2 BASKETBALL COACH ANDY KENNEDY, UPON BEI NG SELECTED AS THE 2007 SEC

3 COACH OF THE YEAR BY THE ASSCOCI ATED PRESS.

4 VWHEREAS, in his debut season at Qe Mss, Andy Kennedy,

5 recently named the Associ ated Press 2007 SEC Coach of the Year,

6 nade a big difference, transform ng the Rebels from pl oddi ng

7 defensive stoppers to a fast-paced teamthat |loves to run on

8 offense and shut down opponents with traps and presses; and

9 VWHEREAS, Kennedy guided O e Mss, a preseason |ast-place pick
10 in the SEC Wst, to its first division title with the nmost w ns

11 since 2001 and recorded the nost victories ever by a Rebels coach
12 in his first season at the helm with 21; and

13 VWHEREAS, Kennedy's style of "pressure basketball" ignited the
14 Rebel offense, sending a resoundi ng shockwave of w ns, knocki ng

15 off 18th ranked Al abama, for its top-25 victory since 2004 and

16 defeated Tennessee, Arkansas and M ssissippi State; and

17 VWHEREAS, Coach Kennedy al so returned O e Mss to postseason
18 play for the first tine since 2002 and the 13th tinme in the

19 programs history, as the Rebels charged into its first SEC

20 Tournanent sem final appearance in six years and to the second

21 round of the NIT, and

22 WHEREAS, in his first season, Kennedy raised the teanis

23 scoring average eight points to 73.1 per gane, scoring 80 points
24 in four consecutive SEC ganes this year, and for only the second
25 tinme since 2001, reached the century mark in points with its

26 100-80 victory over N cholls; and
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VWHEREAS, the O e Mss Rebels tied for first in the SEC Wst
with state rival Mssissippi State, beating out nore touted teans

such as Al abama and LSU; and

VWHEREAS, a M ssissippi native, Kennedy served as interim head

coach at G ncinnati |ast season, where he led the Bearcats to a
21-13 record and the NIT quarterfinals; and

VWHEREAS, Kennedy was introduced as the 20th head nen's
basketball coach in the history of the University of M ssissipp
on March 24, 2006; and

WHEREAS, in addition to being naned 2007 SEC Coach of the
Year, Kennedy al so has been touted as the 2006 Bi g East Coach of
the Year by CBS Sportsline and the New York Post, anong Athlon's
national top 10 assistant coaches and listed anong the nation's
top 20 col |l ege basketball recruiters by R vals.com and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
t he out standi ng acconplishnents of such a great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an as Coach Kennedy, who has proven hinself to be a
dynam c power house in coaching, an astute strategist and a
top-notch recruiter in nore than a decade of coaching in the
col | ege ranks:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG

THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Coach Andy
Kennedy upon his selection as the Associ ated Press 2007 SEC Coach
of the Year and extend best w shes for continued success in al
his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to Coach Kennedy, the University of M ssissippi and to

the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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