M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007
By: Representatives Rogers (14th) (By To: Rules

Request), Beckett, Hamilton (6th), Morgan,
Mont gonery, Pal azzo

HOUSE BI LL NO 1391

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE SWEET POTATO SHALL BE DESI GNATED
2 AS THE OFFI Cl AL STATE VEGETABLE OF M SSI SSI PPl ; AND FOR RELATED
3 PURPOSES.

4 VWHEREAS, |ove of state and professions are enhanced by

5 traditions that have becone a part of our way of life and the

6 custons of the Anerican people; and

7 WHEREAS, the sweet potato, which is largely produced in

8 Mssissippi, making it one of the nation's |eading producers,

9 produced on approximtely 8200 acres in the state; and

10 VWHEREAS, with approximately 150 M ssissippi farnmers presently
11 cultivating, sweet potatoes contribute $19 mllion to the econony
12 of the state; and

13 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's top five sweet potato producing

14 counties are Cal houn, Chickasaw, Pontotoc, Yal obusha and Panol a;
15 and

16 VWHEREAS, the National Sweet Potato Festival is held annually
17 the entire first week in Novenber in Vardaman, M ssissippi, which
18 proclains itself as "The Sweet Potato Capitol"; and

19 VWHEREAS, we have no official designation of a state
20 vegetable; and
21 VWHEREAS, official recognition of the sweet potato wll
22 enhance the cultural stature of M ssissippi both nationally and
23 internationally; and
24 VWHEREAS, national and international prestige is in the best
25 interest of all Anericans; NOW THEREFORE
26 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
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SECTION 1. The sweet potato (I ponpbea batatas) is hereby
designated the official state vegetable of M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. Section 1 of this act shall be codified in
Chapter 3, Title 3, Mssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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