M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Represent ati ves Akins, Holland, Eaton, To: Education

Rot enberry, Gadd, Lane, Turner
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1267
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO CREATE THE CARI NG FOR M SSI SSI PPl | NDI VI DUALS W TH
AUTI SM TASK FORCE; TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE TASK
FORCE, TO SET FORTH THE DUTI ES OF THE TASK FORCE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

VWHEREAS, autismis a conplex devel opnental disability that
typically appears during the first three (3) years of |life and is
part of a group of disorders known as Autism Spectrum Di sorders
(ASD); and

VWHEREAS, as of the effective date of this act, at |east one
(1) in one hundred sixty-six (166) individuals in the United
States is diagnosed with autism maeking it nmore comon than the
occurrences in our popul ation of pediatric cancer, diabetes, and
Al DS conbi ned; and

VWHEREAS, autisminpairs a person's ability to comruni cate and
relate to others; is associated with rigid routines and repetitive
behavi ors, such as obsessively arrangi ng objects or follow ng very
specific routines; is four (4) times nore likely to strike boys
than girls; and occurs in all racial, ethnic and social groups;
and

VWHEREAS, synptons of the disability can range fromvery mld
to quite severe, and autistic behaviors not only nmake life
difficult for those individuals who suffer fromthe disability,
but also nake life hard for their famlies, health care providers
and teachers; and

VWHEREAS, famlies coping with this devastating illness are
searching for answers about its causes, diagnosis, prevention and
treatnment, and while there is no known neans to prevent the

disability, there are indications that early intervention in an
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appropriate educational setting for at least two (2) years during
the preschool years can result in significant inprovenents for
many young children with the disorder; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature recognizes that
strategies for how to best identify, treat and accommodate the
needs of individuals with autismand of their famlies are
urgently needed in our state; NOW THEREFORE

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) The Caring for Mssissippi Individuals with

Autism Task Force is created to study and nake reconmendations to
the M ssissippi Legislature regarding the growi ng incidence of
autismand Autism Spectrum Di sorders (ASD), how to identify, treat
and accommodate the needs of individuals with autismand ASD, and
ways to inprove the delivery and coordi nation of state services
provided to individuals with autismand ASD. Menbers of the task
force shall be conposed of the follow ng:

(a) Three (3) persons who are the parents of children
with autismor ASD, with one (1) such person to be appointed by
the Governor, one (1) to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor,
and one (1) to be appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(b) ©One (1) person who is a nenber of the governing
body of a school district, to be appointed by the State
Superi nt endent of Public Education;

(c) One (1) person who represents the State Departnent
of Education, to be appointed by the State Superintendent of
Publ i ¢ Educati on;

(d) ©One (1) person who is the director of special
education services in a school district, to be appointed by the
State Superintendent of Public Education;

(e) One (1) person who is a representative of the State
Department of Mental Health, to be appointed by the executive

director of the departnent;
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(f) Three (3) persons who are representatives of the
State Departnent of Mental Health who are fromregions in the
state that provide services to individuals with autismor ASD, to
be appoi nted by the executive director of the departnent;

(g0 One (1) person who is a representative of the
University of M ssissippi Medical Center and who provides nedi cal
or other services to individuals with autismor ASD, to be
appoi nted by the Vice Chancellor of the University of M ssissipp
Medi cal Center;

(h) Two (2) persons who are M ssissippi pediatricians
engaged in the private practice of nedicine and who provide
treatnent to individuals wwth autismor ASD, to be appointed by
the Vice Chancellor of the University of M ssissippi Mdical
Center;

(i) Two (2) persons who are licensed therapists

appoi nted by the President of the M ssissippi Speech Language and

Heari ng Associ ati on.

(2) The task force shall

(a) Review the best practices of other states with
regard to educational, nedical and early intervention services
provided to individuals diagnosed with autismor ASD and identify
the best practices of other states;

(b) Review the standard of services provided by | ocal
M ssi ssi ppi school districts and early intervention prograns to
i ndi vidual s di agnosed with autismor ASD, identify any additional
potential funding sources for school districts, and identify
gui del i nes for neasurabl e educational and instructional goals that
can be used by nenbers of the education community for serving
children with autism or ASD

(c) Assess the nedical availability of services
currently provided for early screening, diagnosis and treatnent of
auti sm and ASD and provi de recommendati ons for enhanci ng nedi cal

servi ces;
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(d) Identify the role of higher education in devel oping
a workforce in M ssissippi possessing the skills necessary to
assi st individuals with autismor ASD in nedical, educational, and
vocational efforts or in providing additional services associated
W th autism or ASD;

(e) Evaluate and identify any and all additional
relevant information and nake | egislative reconmendati ons
regardi ng the devel opnent and i npl enentation of a conti nuum of
educational and nedi cal services for individuals with autism or
ASD; and

(f) File areport wwth those standing commttees of the
M ssissippi State Legislature and with those state agencies having
jurisdiction over specific recomendations of the task force, not
| ater than Decenber 1, 2007.

(3) The task force shall hold its first neeting not |ater
than April 1, 2007, with the date, tine and |ocation of the
neeting to be designated by the Governor. At that first neeting,
the task force shall elect fromanong its nmenbership a chairman
vi ce chairman and any other officers determ ned to be necessary,
and shall set the date, tinme and |location of its next neeting.

(4) The State Departnent of Mental Health shall provide the
staff and ot her support necessary for the Caring for M ssissipp
I ndi viduals with Autism Task Force to performits duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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