M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Dickson, dark, Evans, To:  Education
Fl aggs, Huddl eston, Myers, Smth (27th), Appropriations
Thomas

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1222

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl FOUNDATI ON FOR EARLY
CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT, VWH CH SHALL BE A PUBLI G- PRI VATE PARTNERSHI P
THAT SERVES TO | DENTI FY METHODS OF | NCREASI NG STUDENT PREPAREDNESS
FOR SCHOOL AT THE KI NDERGARTEN LEVEL; TO PROVI DE FOR THE MAKEUP OF
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE BOARD TO
MATCH FUNDS APPROPRI ATED BY THE STATE W TH PRI VATE FUNDS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG GRANTS FOR CERTAI N PROGRAMS; TO REQUI RE THE
LEG SLATURE TO ANNUALLY APPROPRI ATE FUNDS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl FOUNDATI ON FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT; TO REQUI RE
10 THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO MAKE GRANTS TO THE
11 M SSI SSI PPI FOUNDATI ON FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT FOR
12 PURPCSES OF | MPLEMENTI NG AN EARLY CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT GRANT
13 PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO MAKE
14 GRANTS TO A PRI VATE NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON TO AID THE M SSI SSI PP
15 FOUNDATI ON FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT; TO REQUI RE THE
16 M SSI SSI PPl FOUNDATI ON FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD DEVELOPMENT TO ADCPT A
17 SYSTEM OF EVALUATI ON;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSED

18 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

19 SECTION 1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Foundation

20 for Early Chil dhood Devel opnent.

21 (2) The purpose of the M ssissippi Foundation for Early

22  Chil dhood Devel opnent, a public-private partnership, is to

23 identify cost-effective ways to deliver quality early care and
24 education experiences and parent education for famlies whose

25 children are at risk of being unprepared for school. The

26 partnership shall develop infrastructure supports and

27 accountability neasures to increase the quality of early care and
28 education settings and nust build community capacity for school
29 readiness. The partnership will evaluate the resulting benefits
30 and long-term savings to the M ssissippi econony and the

31 effectiveness of strategies for increasing children' s readi ness
32 for school upon entering kindergarten.

33 (3) The M ssissippi Foundation for Early Chil dhood

34 Devel opnent shall seek tax-exenpt status under Section 501(c)(3)
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of the Internal Revenue Code. The foundation shall be governed by
a board conprised of public and private citizens, with no | ess
than fifty-one percent (51% of the menbers representing the
private sector. The Governor shall appoint the nmenbers fromthe
public sector, which must include representatives of governnent,
academ a and civil society.

(4) A review and planning advisory conmttee shall provide
counsel and advice to the executive director and board for
devel opnent of policies and procedures for the M ssissipp
Foundation for Early Chil dhood Devel opnment. The commttee al so
must review cost-effective strategies for strengthening
M ssissippi's early care and education capabilities. The
comm ttee nust include parents, representatives of the early care
and education field, K-12 education representatives and busi ness
| eaders. The nmenbership of the conmttee nust reflect the ethnic
and geographic diversity of the State of M ssissippi.

(5) The M ssissippi Foundation for Early Chil dhood
Devel opnent shall match dollars appropriated fromthe state with
nonpublic dollars raised by the board. The board shall award
grants for the foll ow ng:

(a) Pilot projects that denonstrate successfu
approaches to the delivery of early chil dhood services and parent
education to lowincone famlies;

(b) Scholarships to lowincome famlies to access early
chi | dhood parent education and high-quality early | earning
progranms for their children; and

(c) The devel opnent of strategies to inprove the
quality of early care and education through early | earning
standards and assessnment, a quality rating system program
i nprovenent grants and professional devel opnent grants.

SECTION 2. The Legislature shall appropriate annually to the

State Departnent of Education those state funds that nmay be

necessary to support the M ssissippi Foundation for Early
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Chi | dhood Devel opnent in carrying out its functions under this
act .

SECTION 3. (1) Subject to the availability of funding

specifically appropriated for such purposes, the State
Superi ntendent of Public Education shall nmake a grant to the
M ssi ssi ppi Foundation for Early Chil dhood Devel opnent to
i npl enent an early chil dhood devel opnent grant program for
| ow-i nconme and ot her challenged famlies. The goals of the grant
program shall be to increase the effectiveness and expand the
capacity of public and nonpublic early chil dhood devel opnent
prograns, which may include child care prograns, and to lead to
i nproved early chil dhood parent education and children's
ki ndergarten readi ness. The grant program may not suppl ant
exi sting early chil dhood devel opnent prograns or child care funds.
The grant program nust include the foll ow ng conponents:

(a) Gant awards to existing early chil dhood
devel opnent program providers that provide parent education
prograns and to qualified providers proposing to inplenent pilot
progranms for this same purpose;

(b) Gant awards to enable lowinconme famlies to
participate in these prograns;

(c) Gant awards to inprove overall programmtic
quality; and

(d) An evaluation of the programmatic and fi nanci al
efficacy of all these progranms, which nmay be perfornmed using
measures of services, staffing and nmanagenent systens which
provi de consistent information about system performance; show
trends; confirm successes; and identify potential problens in
early chil dhood devel opnent prograns.

(2) In order to inplenent the requirenments of subsection (1)

of this section, subject to the availability of funding
appropriated for such purposes, the State Superintendent of Public

Education shall make a grant to a private nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
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organi zation. The private nonprofit organization nust be governed
by a board of directors conposed of nmenbers fromthe public and
nonpublic sectors. The nonpublic sector nenbers nust conpose a
sinple majority of the board nenbers. The public sector nenbers
shall be state and | ocal governnent officials, kindergarten
through Grade 12 or postsecondary educators, and early chil dhood
provi ders appointed by the Governor. Menbership on the board of
directors by a state agency official constitutes work duties for
the official and does not create a conflict of interest under
Section 25-4-105. The board of directors shall appoint an
executive director and shall seek advice from geographically and
ethnically diverse parents of young children and representatives
of early chil dhood devel opnent providers, kindergarten through
Grade 12 and postsecondary educators, public libraries and the
busi ness sector. The board of directors is subject to the Open
Meetings Law (Chapter 41, Title 25, M ssissippi Code of 1972).
Al'l other terms and conditions under which board nenbers serve and
operate nust be described in the articles and bylaws of the
or gani zati on.

(3) In additional to the duties prescribed under subsection
(1) of this section, the M ssissippi Foundation for Early
Chi | dhood Devel opnent shall adopt a quality inprovenent and rating
system for the purpose of evaluating a programis effectiveness.
The quality inprovenent and rating system nust serve in performng
the follow ng functions:

(a) Providing consuner information to parents on child
care and early education programquality and ratings;

(b) Setting indicators to identify quality in care and
early education settings, including licensed famly child care
centers, tribal providers and prograns, Head Start and school - age
prograns, and identifying quality prograns through ratings and

ongoi ng noni toring of prograns;
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(c) Providing funds for provider inprovenent grants and
qgqual ity achi evenent grants;

(d) Requiring participating providers to incorporate
the state's early learning standards in their curricul um
activities and devel opi ng appropriate child assessnents aligned
with the kindergarten readi ness assessnent;

(e) Providing accountability for the quality
i nprovenent and rating systemis effectiveness in inproving child
out cones and ki ndergarten readi ness; and

(f) Aligning current and new state investnents to
i nprove the quality of child care with the quality inprovenent and
rating system framework, by providing accountability and inforned
parent choice. The M ssissippi Foundation for Early Chil dhood
Devel opnent shall report back to the Legislature before January
15, 2009, on the progress being nmade under this paragraph.

(4) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2012.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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