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Representative Staples To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO 1111

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE WAI VER OF TUI TI ON AT THE STATE
I NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AND THE COVMUNI TY AND JUNI OR
COLLEGES FOR CERTAIN VETERANS OF THE UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES
VWHO SERVED DURI NG A PERI OD OF WAR OR ARMED CONFLI CT; TO REQUI RE
APPLI CATI ONS FOR A WAI VER TO | NCLUDE DOCUMENTATI ON CONCERNI NG AN
APPLI CANT' S M LI TARY SERVI CE; TO PROVI DE THAT TUl TI ON MAY BE
WAl VED FOR BOTH FULL-TI ME AND PART-TI ME STUDENTS; TO PROVI DE THAT
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG
SHALL BE THE ADM NI STERI NG AGENCY OF THE TU Tl ON WAl VER PROGRAM
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2007-2008 academ c year,

any qualified resident of the State of M ssissippi who is an

honor abl y di scharged veteran of the United States Arnmed Forces who
served for a period of no less than one (1) year on active duty
during a period of war or armed conflict may apply for a waiver of
tuition at any state institution of higher |learning or public
comunity or junior college in the state.

(2) A qualified veteran who is enrolled in or accepted for
enrollment at a state institution of higher learning or a public
comunity or junior college in Mssissippi may apply for a waiver
of tuition under this section. In order to be eligible, a veteran
must have been a resident of the State of M ssissippi for no | ess
than four (4) years before being depl oyed during a period of war
or arned conflict. An application nmust be acconpani ed by proper
proof that the applicant is an honorably discharged veteran of the
United States Arned Forces and that the veteran served no | ess
than one (1) year during a period of war or armed conflict.

(3) A waiver of tuition awarded under this section may not
exceed the actual cost of tuition at the institution or college at

which the veteran is enrolled or accepted for enrollnment. For
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purposes of this section, the term"tuition" neans the senester,
trimester, quarter or termcharges and any fees required of al
students as a condition of enrollnment; however, the term"tuition"
does not i nclude books, housing, food, school supplies, materials,
dues or fees for extra-curricular activities. Both full-tinme and
part-tinme students may apply for a waiver under this section.
Students enrolling on a full-time basis may receive a maxi num of
four (4) annual waivers, and in those instances when a degree
programrequires five (5) years for conpletion, five (5) annual
wai vers. The nunber of waivers which may be nade to a student
attendi ng school on a part-tinme basis may not exceed the | ength of
tinme required to conplete the associ ate or baccal aureate degree or
certificate programtoward which the student is working.

(4) As a condition for renewal of a waiver of tuition, a
student nust neke steady academ c progress toward a certificate or
associ ate or baccal aureate degree, as certified by the
institution's registrar, and nust maintain a cunul ative grade
poi nt average of at |east 2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the
end of each term

(5) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
jointly shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes of this section, which rules and regul ati ons nust
prescribe the information that a qualified veteran nust present to
a state institution or community or junior college to docunent the
veteran's mlitary service. The Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning is the adm nistering agency of the
tuition waiver program

(6) It is the intent of the Legislature that all veterans
who are eligible for a waiver of tuition under this section be
granted a waiver. If funding at a state institution or comunity
or junior college is insufficient to provide a waiver of tuition

for all eligible applicants at that institution or college, the
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board shall grant the tuition waivers to first-tine students on a
first-cone, first-served basis; however, priority consideration
nmust be given to persons previously receiving waivers under this
section who are neking steady academ c progress toward conpl etion
of a certificate program or associ ate or baccal aureate degree.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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