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Representative Hol | and To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO 762

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 99-19-71, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO ALLOW THE EXPUNCTI ON OF CERTAI N NONVI CLENT FELONI ES FOR FI RST
OFFENDERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 99-19-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-19-71. (1) Any person who has been convicted of a fel ony
or m sdeneanor, excluding a conviction for a traffic violation, a

crinme of violence or a crinme involving the use of a firearm and

who is a first offender, may petition the justice, county, circuit
or nmunicipal court, as nay be applicable, for an order to expunge
any such conviction fromall public records. Upon entering such
order, a nonpublic record thereof shall be retained by the court
and by the Mssissippi Crimnal Information Center solely for the
pur pose of determ ning whether, in subsequent proceedings, such
person is a first offender. The effect of such order shall be to
restore such person, in the contenplation of the law, to the
status he occupi ed before such arrest. No person as to whom such
order has been entered shall be held thereafter under any
provision of lawto be guilty of perjury or to have ot herw se
given a fal se statenent by reason of his failure to recite or
acknow edge such arrest or conviction in response to any inquiry
made of him for any purpose, except for the purpose of determning
in any subsequent proceedi ngs under this section, whether such
person is a first offender.

(2) Upon petition therefor, a justice, county, circuit or

muni ci pal court shall expunge the record of any case in which an
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arrest was made,

di sm ssed or the charges were dropped or there was no disposition

of such case.
SECTI ON 2.

and after July 1,
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the person arrested was rel eased and the case was

This act shall take effect and be in force from

2007.
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