M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Smth (39th) To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 662
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 97-1-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 REVI SE THE ELEMENTS NECESSARY TO PROVE CONSPI RACY IN A CASE I N
3 VWH CH A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER OR PERSON ACTI NG AT THE DI RECTI ON
4 OF A LAWENFORCEMENT OFFI CER IS A CO- CONSPI RATOR; AND FOR RELATED
5  PURPOSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 97-1-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as foll ows:
9 97-1-1. (1) If two (2) or nobre persons conspire either:
10 (a) To commt a crine; or
11 (b) Falsely and maliciously to indict another for a
12 crine, or to procure to be conplained of or arrested for a cring;
13 or
14 (c) Falsely to institute or maintain an action or suit
15 of any kind; or
16 (d) To cheat and defraud anot her out of property by any
17 means which are in thenselves crimnal, or which, if executed,
18 would amobunt to a cheat, or to obtain noney or any other property
19 or thing by fal se pretense; or
20 (e) To prevent another fromexercising a | awful trade
21 or calling, or doing any other lawful act, by force, threats,
22 intimdation, or by interfering or threatening to interfere with
23 tools, inplenents, or property belonging to or used by another, or
24 with the use of enploynent thereof; or
25 (f) To commt any act injurious to the public health,
26 to public norals, trade or cormmerce, or for the perversion or
27 oObstruction of justice, or of the due administration of the |aws;
28 or
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(g) To overthrow or violate the laws of this state
t hrough force, violence, threats, intimdation, or otherw se; or
(h) To acconplish any unl awful purpose, or a | aw ul
pur pose by any unl awful neans; such persons, and each of them
shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction may be puni shed by
a fine of not nore than Five Thousand Dol l ars ($5, 000.00) or by
i nprisonnment for not nore than five (5) years, or by both.

(2) Were one (1) or nore of the conspirators is a |l aw

enforcenent officer engaged in the performance of official duty or

a person acting at the direction of a | aw enforcenent officer in

the performance of official duty, any remaining conspirator may be

charged under this section if the alleged conspirator acted

voluntarily and wllfully and was not entrapped by the | aw

enforcenent officer or person acting at the direction of a | aw

enf orcenent officer.

(3) * * * \Were the crinme conspired to be coommtted is
capital nurder or nurder as defined by law or is a violation of

Section 41-29-139(b) (1), Section 41-29-139(c)(2)(D or Section

41-29-313(1), being provisions of the Uniform Controlled

Subst ances Law, the offense shall be punishable by a fine of not
nore than Five Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($500, 000. 00) or by
i nprisonnment for not nore than twenty (20) years, or by both.

(4) * * * \ere the crinme conspired to be conmtted is a
m sdenmeanor, then upon conviction said crinme shall be punished as
a m sdenmeanor as provided by | aw

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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