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Represent ati ve Rotenberry gork Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO 651

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-20.1, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO REDUCE FROM 12 YEARS TO TEN YEARS THE M NI MUM AGE OF CHI LDREN
VWHO ARE REQUI RED TO COVPLETE A HUNTER EDUCATI ON COURSE AND WHO
MUST BE SUPERVI SED BY AN ADULT WHEN ENGAGED I N HUNTI NG ACTI VI Tl ES;
TO PRESCRI BE CRI M NAL PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-7-20.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-20.1. (1) (a) To reduce hunting accidents of children
under license age, to protect the safety of these children and to
pronote hunter safety, a child at least ten (10) years of age and
under sixteen (16) years of age nmust have a certificate of
satisfactory conpletion of a hunter education course approved by
t he departnent before hunting in this state.

(b) Achild at least ten (10) years of age and under
si xteen (16) years of age may hunt w thout having the certificate
of hunter education required under this subsection if the child is
in the presence and under the direct supervision of a licensed or
exenpt resident hunter at |east twenty-one (21) years of age when
hunti ng.

(2) A child under the age of ten (10) must be in the
presence and under the direct supervision of a |licensed or exenpt
resident hunter at |east twenty-one (21) years of age when the
child is hunting.

(3) A violation of subsection (1) or subsection (2) of this

section shall be punished as foll ows:

(a) For conviction of a first offense:
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(i) The parents or |egal guardian of the child may

be fined not nore than One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00);

(ii) The child shall be required to attend and

satisfactorily conplete a hunter education course approved by the

Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks; and

(ti1) The child shall be warned of the penalty for

a second viol ati on.

(b) For conviction of a second offense, the offenses

being commtted within three (3) years:

(i) The parents or |egal guardian of the child

shall be fined not nore than One Thousand Fi ve Hundred Dol | ars

($1, 500. 00);

(ii) The child shall be required to attend and

satisfactorily conplete a hunter educati on course approved by the

Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks and/or required to

satisfactorily conplete thirty (30) hours of community service;

and

(ti1) The child shall be warned of the penalty for

a third violation.

(c) For conviction of a third offense, the offenses

being commtted within three (3) years:

(i) The parents or |egal guardian of the child

shall be fined Two Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($2,500.00);

(ii) The child shall be required to satisfactorily

conplete sixty (60) hours of community service; and

(1ii) Al firearns, equipnent and vehicl es not

aut hori zed for operation on public roadways, that were used in the

hunt shall be seized and forfeited.

(d) For conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense,

the of fenses being commtted within three (3) years:

(i) The parents or |egal guardian of the child

shall be fined Five Thousand Dol l ars ($5, 000.00); and
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i) Al firearns, equi pnent and vehicl es not

aut hori zed for operation on public roadways, that were used in the

hunt shall be sei

zed and forfeited.

SECTI ON 2.

and after July 1,
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

2007.

*HR40/ R252*

ST: Hunter safety course; reduce m ni num age of
child who nust conplete and prescribe penalties.



