M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Representatives M|les, Ward, Fornby, To: Transportation

Rot enberry, Mayhal
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 397
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-809, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE MOTOR VEHI CLE OPERATORS TO PERFORM CERTAI N TRAFFI C
SAFETY MANEUVERS VHEN APPROACHI NG A STATI ONARY AUTHORI ZED
EMERGENCY VEHI CLE, A RECOVERY VEH CLE OR A H GHWAY MAI NTENANCE
VEHI CLE; TO PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS OF THI S ACT; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-3-809, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-809. (1) Upon the i medi ate approach of an authorized
energency vehicle, when the driver is giving audi ble signal by
siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every other vehicle
shall yield the right-of-way and shall inmediately drive to a
position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right-hand
edge or curb of the roadway clear of any intersection and shal
stop and remain in such position until the authorized emnergency
vehi cl e has passed, except when otherw se directed by a | aw

enforcenent officer.

(2) Upon approaching a stationary authorized energency

vehi cl e, when such vehicle is giving a signal by use of flashing,

bli nking, oscillating or rotating lights, as authorized under

Section 63-7-19, a person who drives an approachi ng vehicle shall:

(a) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way

by making a | ane change into a | ane not adjacent to that of the

aut hori zed energency vehicle, if possible with due regard to

safety and traffic conditions, if on a roadway having at |east

four (4) lanes with not less than two (2) |anes proceeding in the

sanme direction as the approaching vehicle; or
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(b) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of

the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed for road conditions and

bei ng prepared to stop, if changing | anes woul d be inpossible or

unsaf e.

(3) Upon approaching a stationary recovery vehicle or a

hi ghway mai nt enance vehi cl e, when such vehicle is giving a signal

by use of authorized flashing |ights, a person who drives an

approachi ng vehi cl e shall

(a) Proceeding with due caution, yield the right-of-way

by making a | ane change into a | ane not adjacent to the stationary

recovery vehicle or the hi ghway mai ntenance vehicle, if possible

Wi th due regard to safety and traffic conditions, if on a roadway

having at |east four (4) lanes with not less than two (2) |anes

proceeding in the sane direction as the approaching vehicle; or

(b) Proceeding with due caution, reduce the speed of

the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed for road conditions and

bei ng prepared to stop, if changing | anes woul d be inpossible or

unsaf e.

(4) For purposes of this section, unless the context

otherwi se clearly requires:

(a) "H ghway mai nt enance vehicle" neans a vehicle used

for the maintenance of hi ghways and roadways in this state and is:

(i) Omed or operated by the Departnent of

Transportation, a county, a nunicipality or other political

subdi vision of this state; or

(i1i) Omed or operated by a contractor under

contract with the Departnent of Transportation, a county, a

muni ci pality or other political subdivision of this state;

(b) "Recovery vehicle" nmeans a truck that is

specifically designed for tow ng a disabled vehicle or a

conbi nati on of vehicl es.

(5 A wviolation of this section is a m sdeneanor puni shabl e

by a fine:
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(a) O not nore than Two Hundred Fifty Dol l ars
($250. 00); or

(b) O not nore than One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00)

if violation of this section results in:

(i) Property damage to the energency vehicl e,

hi ghway nai nt enance vehicle or recovery vehicle; or

(ii1) Bodily injury to the driver or a passenger of

any such vehicle.

(2) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of

an aut horized energency vehicle, a recovery vehicle or a hi ghway

mai nt enance vehicle fromthe duty to drive wwth due regard for the

safety of all persons using the roadway.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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