M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Brown, Flaggs, Holland, To: Appropriations
Perani ch, Stringer, Watson, Broonfield,

Hudson, Franks, Patterson, Cark, Scott,

Per ki ns

HOUSE BI LL NO. 238
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE PURPCSE OF FUNDI NG
K-12 AND OTHER RELATED EDUCATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG CERTAI N
AGENCI ES AND PROGRAMS, | N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, FOR THE FI SCAL
YEAR 2008.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. The follow ng sunms, or so nuch of those sums as
may be necessary, are appropriated out of any noney in the State

General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the purpose of

© (00} ~ (o)} o hrWNPE

funding K-12 and other related educational activities, including

10 certain agencies and prograns, in the State of M ssissippi, for
11 the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and endi ng June 30, 2008,
12 as foll ows:

13 (a) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
14 defraying the expenses of the State Departnent of Education, and
15 excluding the expenses of the Vocational and Technical Education
16 DiViSIiON. ..o $ 99, 279, 413. 00.
17 (b) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
18 defraying the expenses of the Vocational and Technical Education
19 Division of the State Departnment of Education....................
20 $ 77,598, 146. 00.
21 (c) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
22 payi ng annual conpensation to the Chickasaw Cession counties for
23 sixteenth section |Iands which they |ost through sale by the state,
24 as provided in Section 29-3-137 through 29-3-141, M ssissippi Code
25 of 1972, . . . . $ 13, 880, 990. 00.
26 (d) To the State Board of Education for defraying the
27 expenses of the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program ..........
28 $ 2,010, 150, 809. 00.
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(e) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of the M ssissippi School for the Blind and
the M ssissippi School for the Deaf.......... $ 12, 296, 159. 00.

TOTAL AMOUNT OF STATE GENERAL FUNDS APPROPRI ATED

BY THHS SECTION BEING. . ................. $ 2,213,205, 517. 00.

SECTION 2. The follow ng suns, or so nmuch of those suns as
may be necessary, are appropriated out of any noney in any speci al
fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the proper fund or
funds of the agencies or prograns specified in the follow ng
paragraphs for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007, and ending
June 30, 2008, as follows:

(a) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of the State Departnent of Education,
excl udi ng the expenses of the Vocational and Technical Education
Di Vi SiON. .. $ 734, 000, 668. 00.

(b) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
defraying the expenses of the Vocational and Technical Education
Division of the State Departnment of Education....................
............................................. $ 23, 959, 127. 00.

(c) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of the M ssissippi Adequate Education
Program ........ ... $ 247, 001, 926. 00.

(d) To the State Board of Education for the purpose of
defrayi ng the expenses of the M ssissippi School for the Blind and
the M ssissippi School for the Deaf.......... $ 766, 136. 00.

TOTAL AMOUNT OF SPECI AL FUNDS APPROPRI ATED

BY THHS SECTION BEING. . ... .............. $ 1,005, 727,857. 00.

SECTION 3. O the funds appropriated in Section 2, One
Hundred Twenty-six Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-two Dol | ars
($126,472.00), or so nuch of that sum as may be necessary, is
appropriated out of any noney in the State Treasury to the credit
of the Health Care Expendable Fund to the State Departnent of

Education for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the
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departnment for the M ssissippi Eye Screening Programfor providing
vi sion safety services.

SECTION 4. O the funds appropriated in Section 2, the
follow ng sunms, or so nmuch of those suns as nay be necessary, are
derived out of any noney in the State Treasury to the credit of
t he Educati on Enhancenent Fund pursuant to Sections 27-65-75 and
27-67-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, as foll ows:

(a) To the State Departnment of Education, excluding the
expenses of the Vocational and Techni cal Education Division, for
the foll owm ng purposes:

Grants to school districts for capital

facilities and buses.......... $ 16, 000, 000. 00.
Instructional materials............ $ 6, 194, 875. 00.
Tech prep bond service............. $ 3,200, 662.00.

| mpl enent i ng Perfornmance Based Data

Col l ection and Accreditation

Model ... $ 274, 937. 00.
Wrld O ass Teacher Program....... $ 125, 000. 00.
Testing. ... $ 226, 413. 00.
Educati on Technol ogy Council....... $ 94, 082. 00.
TOTAL. . .o $ 26, 115, 969. 00.

(b) To the State Departnent of Education to defray the
expenses of the Vocational and Technical Education Division......
................................................. $ 7,863, 746.00.

(c) To the State Departnent of Education to provide
funding for the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program ..........
................................................. $177, 001, 926. 00.

SECTION 5. O the funds appropriated in this act, not nore
than the anounts set forth bel ow shall be expended for the
respective major objects or purposes of expenditure for the State
Departnent of Education, excluding the expenses of the Vocational
and Techni cal Education Division:

MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE
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Per sonal Servi ces:

Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 30, 302, 650. 00

Travel and Subsistence................ 2,130,074. 00
Contractual Services............ ... . ... . .... 42, 438, 896. 00
Commodi ti €S. . ... e 7,395, 199. 00

Capital CQutl ay:

O her Than Equipnent.................. 1, 519, 500. 00
Equipnment . ........ .. .. ... 2, 353, 522.00
Vehicles. ... ... ... . . .. .. . 30, 000. 00
Wrel ess Communication Devices........ 0. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 747,110, 240. 00
Total ... $ 833,280, 081.00
FUNDI NG
General Funds......................... $ 99, 279, 413. 00
Special Funds........... ... .. .. ... .. ... 734, 000, 668. 00
Total ........ .. $ 833, 280, 081. 00

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 468
Part Time............ 3
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 79
Part Time............ 0

SECTION 6. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Superintendent for the Departnment of Education, excluding
t he expenses of the Vocational and Techni cal Education Division,
may i ncrease mjor objects of expenditure in total anmpunts not to
exceed twenty-five percent (25% of the appropriated anmount of
each maj or object of expenditure, provided that other major
obj ects of expenditure are decreased by a correspondi ng doll ar
anount and provided the Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Finance and Adm ni stration al so approves with
witten authorization. However, no transfers shall be authorized
that increase the major object of expenditure "Sal ari es, Wages and

Fringe Benefits."
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SECTION 7. In conpliance with the "M ssi ssippi

Per f or mance

Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of

the Legislature that the funds provided in this act shal

utilized in the nost efficient and effecti ve manner

be

possible to

achi eve the intended m ssion of the State Departnent of Education,

excl udi ng the expenses of the Vocational and Techni cal

Educati on

Division. Based on the funding authorized, this agency shall make

every effort to attain the targeted performance neasures provided

bel ow

Per f or mance Measures

Speci al Educati on

Approved Funding for Children ($ in mllions)

Teacher Units Approved for Funding (Units)
Child Nutrition

Number of Meals Required (M I1lions)

Cost per Meal (%)
M5 School For Math & Science

Students Enrol |l ed (Persons)

Cost per Student (9$)
Educati onal Accountability

Performance Accreditation Visits (Visits)

Tests Adm ni stered (Persons)

Conmpl i ance & Performance Revi ews (Actions)
Educ Trai ni ng & Devel opnent

Adm ni strators Trai ned (Persons)

Adm ni strators Trained (%

Techni cal Assistance to School Districts (%
Conpensatory Educati on

Title | Projects Awarded (Prograns)

Average Expenditure per Child ($)

Revi ew & Approve Delinquent Prgs (Prograns)

Community & Qutreach Services
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Request ed Avail abl e Federal Funding (% 100
M5 School Attendance Oficers

Resolutions to Referrals (% 92

School Visits (Nunber of) 25, 000
M5 Teacher Center

Teachers Recruited in Shortage Areas (Nunber) 1, 900

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets
set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
agency's budget request submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee for Fiscal Year 2009.

SECTION 8. In conpliance with the "M ssissippi Performance
Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of
the Legislature that the funds provided in this act shall be
utilized in the nost efficient and effective manner possible to
achi eve the intended m ssion of the M ssissippi Adequate Education
Program Based on the funding authorized, this agency shall nake

every effort to attain the targeted performance neasures provided

bel ow
FY2008

Per f ormance Measures Tar get
Basi ¢ Program

Per cent age of students scoring basic and

above on the MS Curriculum Test in grades 2-8

in reading, |anguage and nmath (% 93.7

Per cent age of students achieving the passing

score on the History Test (% 96. 6

Per cent age of students achieving the passing

score on the Biology test (% 94.8

Per cent age of students achieving the passing

score on the Algebra test (% 94. 6

Provi de 100% Fundi ng of the Base Student Cost 100

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets

set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
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agency's budget request submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee for Fiscal Year 2009.

SECTION 9. O the funds appropriated in Section 2, Forty-six
MIlion Dollars ($46, 000, 000.00) shall be derived fromthe School
Ad Val orem Reduction Fund.

No school district shall expend any funds, received under the
School Ad Val orem Reduction G ant, unless such school district has
specifically identified the anount of the grant within the
publ i shed budget as required by Section 37-61-9, M ssissippi Code
of 1972. The published budget shall include the follow ng
statenment: "Ad Valoremtaxes will be $ |l ess as a result
of the Ad Val orem Reduction Grants enacted by the M ssissipp
Legi slature in 1992."

SECTION 10. O the funds appropriated in Section 2, Two
MI1lion One Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($2, 100, 000. 00) shall be
derived fromthe Technol ogy in C assroom Fund 3203 for the purpose
of defraying the expenses of the State Departnent of Education,
excl udi ng the expenses of the Vocational and Technical Education
Di vi si on.

SECTION 11. O the funds appropriated in Section 2, funds in
t he amount of One MIlion Dollars ($1, 000, 000.00) shall come from
i ncome derived fromthe principal of the Education I|Inprovenent
Trust Fund created by Section 206A, M ssissippi Constitution of
1890, and One MIlion Dollars ($1,000,000.00) shall be used for
t he School for Math and Science.

SECTION 12. Wth the funds appropriated in this act, the
foll ow ng positions are authorized for the Vocational and
Techni cal Education D vision of the State Departnment of Education:

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 59
Part Time............ 0
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 3
Part Time............ 0
H B. No. 238 *HRO3/ R608SG*

07/ HRO3/ R608SG
PAGE 7 (RF\LH)



227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258

SECTION 13. In conpliance with the "M ssissippi Perfornmance
Budget and Strategic Planning Act of 1994," it is the intent of
the Legislature that the funds provided in this act shall be
utilized in the nost efficient and effective manner possible to
achieve the intended m ssion of the Vocational and Techni cal
Education Division of the State Departnent of Education. Based on
t he fundi ng authorized, this agency shall nake every effort to

attain the targeted performance neasures provi ded bel ow

FY2008
Per f ormance Measures Tar get
Secondary Prograns
I ncrease in Students Served (% 1.00
LEAs Served (Sites) 144
Post - secondary Prograns
Short-Term Students Served (Persons) 2,800
Short-Term Adult Program Cl asses (C asses) 225
Short-Term Cost per Student (9$) 65. 00

A reporting of the degree to which the performance targets
set above have been or are being achieved shall be provided in the
agency's budget request submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee for Fiscal Year 2009.

SECTION 14. O the funds appropriated in this act, an anount
not to exceed Two Hundred Twenty-nine Thousand Si x Hundred
Ei ghty-four Dollars ($229,684.00) is authorized for the support of
vocational and technical education prograns as authorized in
Section 37-31-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for a period in excess
of ten (10) nonths in a cal endar year

SECTION 15. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Vocational and Technical Education D vision of the State
Department of Education shall, with the funds appropriated in
Section 1, transfer no nore than One Hundred Thousand Dol | ars

($100, 000.00) to the M ssissippi Soil and Water Conservation
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Comm ssion for the purpose of providing matching funds to purchase
soi |l conservation equi pnent.

SECTION 16. O the funds appropriated in this act, no nore
t han One Hundred Ei ghteen Thousand Seventy-five Dol lars
($118,075.00) is provided for the purpose of supporting the Future
Farmers of Anmerica Center

SECTION 17. O the funds provided in Section 1 for the
pur pose of providing financial assistance for the education of
exceptional children as determ ned under Section 37-23-63,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, children who are certified by the
designated authority as requiring inpatient care in a private
internediate care facility for the mentally retarded or
psychiatric residential treatnent facility, with Medicaid
rei mbursenent, shall be eligible and entitled to receive state
financi al assistance under the provisions of Section 37-23-69, in
an anount not to exceed Five Thousand Dol |l ars ($5, 000.00) from
state funds, per child per school year, if an approved private
school is operated as an integral part of the facility that
provi des twenty-four (24) hours a day nonitoring, treatnent and
education, except that the State Departnment of Education is
authorized to pilot a fee-for-service based cost system

SECTION 18. O the funds provided in Section 1, Two Hundred
Twent y-four Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-six Dollars ($224, 496. 00)
shall be used to provide for a Director of School Nurses in the
State Departnent of Education and the inplenentation of three (3)
pilot projects for a variety of school health prograns in an
el ementary school setting. Evaluations shall be devel oped to
determ ne the programs effect to drop-out rates, suspensions,
expul si ons, attendance and test scores.

I nconme generated by the school -based clinics shall remain
avai l abl e for expenditure by the progranms utilizing any speci al

fund authority provided in Section 2 for use by the State
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Departnent of Education and the pilots shall remain the same as in
Fi scal Year 2007.

SECTION 19. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Departnent of Education shall have the authority to accept,
budget and expend any source funds not to exceed Thirty MIIlion
Dol I ars ($30, 000, 000. 00), that becone avail able to the departnent
to carry out the provisions of those funds in a manner consi stent
with the rules and regul ations of the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration.

SECTION 20. The State Departnment of Education shall transfer
t he designated anmounts to the appropriate entities, which shal
assune full responsibility for the expenditure of these funds in
accordance wth state | aws and accept all responsibility for any
i nproper expenditure, for the followng: Wrld Cass Teacher
Prograns, USM Speci al Education Program Soil and Water
Conservati on Comm ssion, M ssissippi School Boards Association,

M ssi ssi ppi Eye Screening Program Vi sion Research Corporation and
Very Special Arts, Arts Institute, Jobs for M ssissippi G aduates,
and M ssi ssi ppi Synphony, University of Southern M ssissippi Safe
School s Program M ssissippi State University Center for Education
Design, Witing and Thinking Institute, Geater Colunbus Early
Learning Center and M ssissippi Council for Econom c Educati on.

SECTION 21. O the funds appropriated in Section 1, Two
Hundred Thirty-five Thousand Dol | ars ($235, 000.00) is provided for
the Witing and Thinking Institute, Seventy Thousand Dol | ars
($70,000.00) is provided for the Very Special Arts Program and One
Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($100, 000,00) is provided for the
M ssi ssi ppi Counci|l for Econom c Educati on.

SECTION 22. O the funds appropriated in this act, an anount
not to exceed One MIlion Three Hundred Thousand Dol | ars
(%1, 300, 000. 00) shall be used for technol ogi cal nethods for
agricultural prograns fromthe Vocational and Techni cal Education

Division of the State Departnent of Education.
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SECTION 23. O the funds appropriated in Section 1, the sum
of Sixty-two Thousand One Hundred Ni nety-one Dollars ($62,191.00),
which is the aggregate sumthat the school districts in the
Chi ckasaw Cession receive annually frominterest paynents fromthe
Chi ckasaw School Fund under Section 212, M ssissippi Constitution
of 1890, shall be deducted fromthe allocations to the school
districts as provided in Section 29-3-137, M ssissippi Code of
1972, and shall be distributed anong the school districts in the
Chi ckasaw Cession by the State Departnent of Education in the
manner that those interest paynents were distributed during Fisca
Year 1985.

SECTION 24. O the funds provided in this act for the
pur pose of funding the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program as
determ ned under Section 37-151-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, the
base student cost in Fiscal Year 2008 shall be Four Thousand Five
Hundred Seventy-four Dollars ($4,574.00).

SECTION 25. O the funds appropriated in this act, an anount
not nore than Fifty MIlion Dollars ($50,000,000.00) shall be
derived fromthe Interim School Di strict Capital Expenditure Fund
for the benefit of the school districts as authorized in
M ssi ssi ppi Code Annot ated, Section 37-151-7(5).

SECTION 26. O the funds appropriated in this act, it is the
intention of the Legislature that Twenty MIlion Dollars
(%20, 000, 000.00) fromthe Public School Building Fund shall be
used for the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program

SECTION 27. Wth the funds appropriated in this act, the
foll ow ng positions are authorized for the M ssissippi School for
the Blind and the M ssissippi School for the Deaf:

AUTHORI ZED POsI TI ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 194
Part Time............ 30
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 1
Part Time............ 0
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O the funds appropriated in Section 1 and Section 2 for the
M ssi ssi ppi School for the Blind and the M ssissippi School for
the Deaf, not nore than One Hundred Forty-five Thousand Dol | ars
($145, 000. 00) shall be expended for vehicle purchases.

SECTION 28. Wth the funds provided in this act, it is the
intention of the Legislature that School Attendance O ficers and
academ c teachers at the M ssissippi School for the Deaf and the
M ssi ssi ppi School for the Blind shall receive their annual
i ncrement.

SECTI ON 29. Funds are provided herein to adjust the Variable
Conmpensation Plan to ensure that all full-tinme enpl oyees receive a
pay increase equal to the realignnment conponent of the Variable
Conpensation Plan or One Thousand Five Hundred Dol | ars
(%1, 500. 00), whichever is greater, to be awarded on July 1, 2007.

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency’s responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2009 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2008
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency’s Fiscal Year 2008 budget by the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds
and educational benchmarks. [If, at the time the agency takes any
action to change "Personal Services," the State Personnel Board
determ nes that the agency has taken an action which woul d cause
the agency to exceed this projected annual cost or the Fiscal Year

2008 "Personal Services" appropriated |evel, when annualized, then
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only those actions which reduce the projected annual cost and/or
the appropriation requirement will be processed by the State
Personnel Board until such tine as the requirenents of this
provision are net. On January 1, 2008, the State Personnel Board
wi |l make adjustnents to the structure side of the conpliance
report based on data provided by the Legislative Budget Ofice in
order for agencies to award educati onal benchmarks.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be made in accordance with
the terns, conditions and procedures established by | aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions wthout witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Department of Finance and Adm nistration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
Wi t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

SECTION 30. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
State Board of Education shall maintain conplete accounting and
personnel records related to the expenditure of all funds
appropriated in this act and that those records shall be in the
sanme format and | evel of details as maintained for Fiscal Year
2007. It is further the intention of the Legislature that the
budget requests for Fiscal Year 2009 shall be submtted to the
Joint Legislative Budget Commttee in a format and | evel of detai
conparable to the format and | evel of detail provided during the
Fi scal Year 2008 budget request process for each agency and
institution appropriated funds within the provisions of this act.

SECTION 31. O the funds appropriated in Section 1 to the

State Board of Education, not |ess than Twenty-one MIIlion Ei ght
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Hundred N nety-seven Thousand Forty-eight Dollars ($21, 897, 048. 00)
shal |l be used for National Board Certification.

SECTION 32. The following sum or so nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby reappropriated out of any noney in the State
CGeneral Fund not otherw se appropriated, to the State Board of
Education for defraying the cost of the National Board
Certification Program for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007,
and ending June 30, 2008............. ... ... ... ... $ 1,500, 000. 00.

SECTION 33. O the funds appropriated in Section 1, not |ess
than Fourteen MIlion Sixty-five Thousand Dol lars ($14, 065, 000. 00)
shal |l be used for the Educable Child Program

SECTION 34. It is the intention of the Legislature that at
| east Twenty-one MIlion Dollars ($21,000,000.00) be expended for
t ext books as defined in Section 37-43-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972.
No funds shall be expended under authority of this act unless the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Education surveys each school district
to determine the dollar amount and description of its textbook
purchases. A report of such findings shall be provided to the
Chai rmen of the House and Senate Education Comm ttees no |ater
t han Decenber 31, 2007.

SECTION 35. The public school districts of the state are
aut horized at their discretion to pay with [ ocal funds one hundred
percent (100% of the cost of the health insurance prem uns of the
State and School Enpl oyees Health Insurance Plan for all retired
nmenbers of the Public Enployees' Retirenent System who are
enpl oyed as school bus drivers by the school districts. It is the
intention of the Legislature that no state funds shall be used for
thi s purpose.

SECTION 36. O the funds appropriated for Fiscal Year 2008
for the Educable Child Program the M ssissippi Departnent of
Education is authorized to pay the remi ning bal ance up to Two

MIlion Dollars ($2,000,000.00) for fiscal year 2007 cl ai ns.
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SECTION 37. O the funds appropriated for Othopedi c and
Aphasi c, Two Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($200, 000. 00) shall be for
t he Dubard School at the University of Southern M ssissippi.

SECTION 38. It is the intention of the Legislature that
whenever two (2) or nore bids are received by this agency for the
purchase of comodities or equipnment, and whenever all things
stated in those received bids are equal with respect to price,
quality and service, the Mssissippi Industries for the Blind
shall be given preference. A simlar preference shall be given to
the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind whenever purchases are
made wi t hout conpetitive bids.

SECTION 39. It is the intention of the Legislature that in
any year that the M ssissippi Adequate Education Programis not
fully funded, the State Departnent of Education shall prorate the
under funded amount to | ocal school districts for that year.

SECTION 40. O the funds appropriated in Section 1, not |ess
than Six MIlion Seven Hundred Thirteen Thousand Si x Hundred
Fifty-three Dollars ($6,713,653.00) shall be used for the
Compul sory School Attendance O fice and School Attendance
Oficers.

SECTION 41. O the funds appropriated in this act for the
M ssi ssi ppi Adequat e Education Program funds of not nore than Two
MIlion Ten Thousand Three Hundred Ei ghty-three Dol l ars
(%2, 010, 383.00) are provided to be set aside as a nmechanismto
hol d harm ess those | ocal school districts that receive | ess than
the funding levels that they received for fiscal year 2007.

SECTION 42. Funds are provided in this act to defray the
expenses of a task force to evaluate the prograns, services and
funding for students considered to be "at-risk."” No funds shal
be expended under authority of this act unless the task force
studies, at a mninum the issues of at-risk students as defined
in the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program ( MAEP), dysl exia and

ot her rel ated di agnosabl e | earning chal |l enges, early chil dhood
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pre- ki ndergarten prograns, nentoring prograns, and the funding for
t hese and ot her associ ated prograns.

The el even-nenber task force is to be conprised of the
follow ng nenbers: Chairs of the House and Senate Appropriations
Comm ttees, Chairs of the House and Senate Education Comm ttees,
three (3) nenbers appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, three (3)
nmenbers appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and one (1) nenber appointed by the Governor. The first neeting
of the task force will be held no later than July 1, 2007. At
that neeting, menbers will elect a chairman. No funds shall be
expended under authority of this act unless the task force files a
report to the Legislature no |later than January 2, 2008. The task
force will maintain mnutes and records of each neeting, which are
to becone a part of the final report.

SECTI ON 43. Local school districts shall provide a report to
the M ssissippi Departnent of Education no |ater than Septenber
30, 2007, which shall outline the types of at-risk prograns
provided in their schools for both state appropriations for
at-risk students and for expenditures of federal funds designated
for the programs serving students identified as at-risk. The
report shall provide an overview of how school districts shal
measure the inpact and effectiveness of at-risk prograns and the
expendi ture of these funds.

SECTION 44. The M ssissippi Departnment of Education shal
eval uate the associated costs and programmati c needs for expandi ng
the M ssissippi Virtual Public School to enconpass all grades,
K-12, and shall provide a report to the Legislature on such
expansion no |ater than January 2, 2008. The report shall propose
atineline for establishing full-course curricula for grades K-8.
The M ssissippi Departnment of Education shall conduct interviews
and anal yses with prom nent providers that offer these services.

The services to conduct this report may be outsourced.
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SECTION 45. O the funds appropriated in this act, no nore
t han One Hundred Ni nety-two Thousand Dol |l ars ($192, 000.00) is
provi ded for the purpose of supporting the "You' ve Got to Myve"
Program for Grades K-2.

SECTION 46. O the funds appropriated in Section 1(a), One
Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($100, 000.00) is provided for the
Princi pal Corp.

SECTION 47. O the funds appropriated in Section 1(a), Three
Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($300, 000.00) is provided for the
Magnol i a Speech School .

SECTION 48. O the funds appropriated in this act, up to One
Hundr ed Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00) nmay be used fromthe State
Departnent of Education's operating budget for contractual
services for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Virtual
School Program for G ades K-8.

SECTION 49. The noney appropriated in this act shall be paid
by the State Treasurer out of any noney in the proper fund or
funds as set forth in this act, upon warrants issued by the State
Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fiscal Oficer shall issue his
warrants upon requisitions signed by the proper person, officer or
officers in the manner provided by |aw.

SECTION 50. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2007.
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