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Representatives M |es, Cunmings To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO 149

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-37-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT BRI DGES CONSTRUCTED UNDER THE LOCAL SYSTEM BRI DGE
PROGRAM SHALL EQUAL OR EXCEED THE DESI GN AND STANDARDS PRESCRI BED
FOR BRI DGES BY THE AMERI CAN ASSOCI ATI ON OF STATE H GHWAY AND
TRANSPORTATI ON OFFI Cl ALS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 65-37-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

65-37-5. In administering the provisions of Sections 65-37-1
t hrough 65-37-15, the State Aid Engineer shall have the foll ow ng
powers and duti es:

(a) To supervise the use of all funds nmade avail abl e
under Sections 65-37-1 through 65-37-15 for |ocal bridge
repl acenent and rehabilitation projects on |ocal road systens;

(b) To review and certify all projects for which funds
are authorized to be nade avail abl e under Sections 65-37-1 through
65-37-15 for | ocal bridge replacenent and rehabilitation projects
on | ocal road systens;

(c) To requisition nonies in the Local System Bridge
Repl acenent and Rehabilitation Fund and pay and distribute those
noni es on a project-by-project basis in accordance with the
al l ocation fornula established by Section 65-37-3;

(d) To insure that each four-year plan submitted by a
county to the State Aid Engi neer and the funds allocated to a
county under Sections 65-37-1 through 65-37-15 provide for an
equitabl e distribution of projects and funds anong the county and

i ncorporated municipalities |ocated therein based upon the nunber
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and costs of deficient bridges in both the county and the
muni ci palities;

(e) To establish and require specific designs and
standards to be followed by the counties in replacing and
rehabilitating bridges under Sections 65-37-1 through 65-37-15,
whi ch designs and standards shall equal or exceed the design and

standards prescribed for bridges by the Anerican Associ ati on of

State H ghway and Transportation officials;

(f) To maintain an accurate record of all l|ocal bridge
replacenent and rehabilitation funds allocated to counties and of
t he nunber of bridges replaced or rehabilitated, their |ocation
and the costs for each project. Such records shall be kept
separate fromother records of the Ofice of State Ald Road
Constructi on;

(g) To periodically notify the counties of bridges
eligible for replacenment and rehabilitation under the provisions
of Sections 65-37-1 through 65-37-15;

(h) To adopt and pronul gate such rul es and regul ati ons
as may be necessary or desirable for the purpose of inplenenting
the provisions of Sections 65-37-1 through 65-37-15; and

(1) To file annually with the Legislature a report
detailing how nonies in the Local System Bridge Repl acenent and
Rehabilitation Fund were spent during the preceding fiscal year in
each county, including in the incorporated nunicipalities of each
county, the nunber of projects approved and constructed, the
| ength of bridges conpleted and the cost per foot of each bridge
construct ed.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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