M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Represent ati ve Bondur ant To: Fees and Sal aries of
Public Oficers;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 52

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 39-5-91, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CHANGE THE NAME OF THE M SSI SSI PPl CI'VIL WAR BATTLEFI ELD
COMM SSION TO THE M SSI SSI PPl CIVIL WAR SI TES COW SSION;, TO
PROVI DE THAT MEMBERS OF THE COMM SSI ON SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR
THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY TRAVELI NG EXPENSES | NCURRED | N
ATTENDI NG THE QUARTERLY MEETI NGS OF THE COW SSI ON; TO PROVI DE
THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHI VES AND H STORY SHALL BE THE FI SCAL
AGENT FOR THE COMM SSI ON REGARDI NG REQUI SI TI ONS TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SS| ON
SHALL DESI GN AND ERECT ClIVIL WAR SI TES HI STORI CAL MARKERS AT
VAR QUS Cl VIL WAR SI TES THROUGHOUT THE STATE;, TO PRESCRI BE THE
POWNERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COW SSI ON REGARDI NG Cl VI L WAR SI TES
H STORI CAL MARKERS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SSI ON MAY SCLICI' T AND
RECEI VE FROM ANY SOURCE MONEY, MATERI ALS AND PROPERTY OF ANY KI ND,
TO PROVI DE THAT ALL FUNDS RECElI VED BY THE COW SSI ON SHALL BE
DEPCSI TED | NTO A SPECI AL FUND THAT IS CREATED I N THE STATE
TREASURY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 39-5-91, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
39-5-91. (1) Thereis * * * created a Mssissippi Cvil Wr
Sites Commi ssion consisting of the following fifteen (15) nmenbers:
(a) Nine (9) nenbers appointed by the Governor with
three (3) serving for an initial termconcluding on March 1, 1998,
three (3) serving for an initial termconcluding on March 1, 2000,
and three (3) serving for an initial termconcluding on March 1,
2002;
(b) One (1) nmenber appointed by the Lieutenant Governor
for an initial termconcluding on March 1, 2002;
(c) One (1) nmenber appointed by the Speaker of the
M ssi ssi ppi House of Representatives for an initial term
concl uding on March 1, 2002;
(d) One (1) nmenber appointed by the Jackson Civil War

Roundtabl e for an initial term concluding on March 1, 2002; and
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(e) Three (3) nenbers appointed by the Board of
Trustees of the Departnent of Archives and H story for an initial
term concl uding on March 1, 2002.

After the initial terns, all ternms shall be for six (6)
years. An appointnment to fill a vacancy which arises for reasons
other than by expiration of a termof office shall be nade by the
respective appointing authority for the unexpired termonly.

(2) The comm ssion shall elect fromits nmenbership a
chai rman who shall preside over neetings and a vice chairman who
shall preside in the absence of the chairman or when the chairman
i s excused.

(3) The comm ssion shall adopt rules and regul ati ons
governing tines and places for nmeetings. A mgjority of nenbers of
the comm ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of
any business. The conm ssion shall neet at |east quarterly. The
comm ssion may form subcomm ttees to address specific issues
concerni ng preservation and enhancenent of Cvil War sites and
structures. The conmm ssion nay adopt other procedures necessary
to ensure the orderly transaction of business.

(4) The nmenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no

conpensation for their services. However, the nenbers of the

comm ssion shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary

travel i ng expenses incurred in attending the quarterly neetings of

the comm ssion, in accordance with the provisions of Section

25-3-41.

(5) Principal staff support for the comm ssion shall be
provi ded by the Departnent of Archives and History. O her
agenci es shall assist when requested by the comm ssion. The

Department of Archives and History shall be the fiscal agent for

the comm ssion in processing and submtting requisitions on behalf

of the comm ssion for the issuance of warrants by the Depart nent

of Finance and Adm ni stration, and shall use information provided

by the conm ssion to prepare the requisitions.
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(6) The comm ssion shall have the follow ng duties:

(a) Identify and prioritize for protecting
M ssissippi's Gvil War sites and structures;

(b) ldentify, analyze and enhance preservation
opportunities for Mssissippi's Cvil War sites and structures;

(c) Review existing local, state and federal plans,
prograns and policies related to Mssissippi's Gvil War sites and
structures;

(d) Develop relationships with federal and | ocal
officials and private conservation organi zations that facilitate
protection and enhancenent of Civil War sites and structures;

(e) Coordinate Mssissippi's participation with the
federal government and private foundations to secure support and
financial resources for the protection and enhancenent of G vil
War sites and structures;

(f) Advise state agencies on matters relating to Gvil
War sites and structures; and

(g) Performany other such duties or actions in an
effort to advance Civil War history in M ssissippi.

(7) In addition to the duties specified under subsection (6)

of this section, the conmm ssion shall design and erect Cvil War

sites historical markers at various Cvil War sites throughout the

state. The comm ssion may require matching funds from| ocal

communities in order to locate Cvil War sites historical markers

in the conmunities. The duties of the conmm ssion regarding G vil

War sites historical markers shall be as foll ows:

(a) Designing the Civil War sites historical markers,

whi ch shall be in a style to be determ ned by the comm ssion and

distinctive fromthe state historical markers used by the

Department of Archives and History;

(b) ldentifying sites in the state that are eligible

for Cvil War sites historical markers;
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(c) Consulting with state and | ocal officials on the

sites selected for Cvil War sites historical markers;

(d) Reviewi ng existing state historical markers rel ated

to the Gvil War and nmaki ng recommendati ons to the Departnent of

Archives and History on those needi ng repl acenent and/or repair;

(e) Preparing appropriate content and drafting

appropriate text for GCvil WAr sites historical markers, and

working with staff of the Departnment of Archives and History to

edit, order and erect the markers, in cooperation with the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation district offices; and

(f) Planning and participating in, in cooperation wth

state and local officials and other interested organi zations,

appropriate dedication cerenonies for Cvil War sites historical

mar kers and other events related to Gvil War history, including

the G vil War Sesqui centenni al .

(8) The comm ssion may solicit and receive from any source,

whet her federal, state, public or private, grants, donations,

contributions, gifts, devises and bequests of noney, materials and

property of any Kkind.

(9) Al funds received by the conm ssion shall be deposited

into a special fund that is created in the State Treasury, to be

known as the Mssissippi Gvil War Sites Comm ssion Fund. Monies

in the special fund shall be expended only for the purposes

aut hori zed for the conm ssion, upon appropriation by the

Legi sl ature. Unexpended anbunts remaining in the special fund at

the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the State General

Fund, and any interest earned on amounts in the special fund shal

be deposited to the credit of the special fund.

(10) The comm ssion shall submt to the Governor an annual
report by Decenber 1 of each year which shall include
recommendations for any legislative, adm nistrative or other
changes the conm ssion deens necessary to further Gvil War
hi story in M ssissippi.
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133 (11) State agencies shall consider the inpact of their
134 actions on Civil War sites and structures as identified by the
135 conm ssion whenever permtting, planning, funding or undertaking
136 any construction projects.

137 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

138 and after July 1, 2007.
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