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By:

Represent atives Zuber, Pal azzo, Janus, To: Marine Resources

Fri erson, Quice, Patterson
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 51

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 49-15-313 AND 49-7-21, M SSI SS|I PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT RESI DENT AND NONRESI DENT SALTWATER
SPORT FI SHI NG LI CENSES SHALL BE VALID FOR A PERI GD OF TWELVE
MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF | SSUANCE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-15-313, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-15-313. (1) Any resident between the ages of sixteen
(16) and sixty-five (65) years, as defined in Section 49-7-3,
fishing in the marine waters of the state, shall obtain a
saltwater sport fishing license for a fee of Four Dollars ($4.00).
This license shall be valid in any waters south of Interstate 10.
Any resident citizen who is blind, paraplegic or a multiple
anput ee, or who has been adjudged by the Veterans Adm nistration
as having a total service-connected disability, or has been
adj udged totally disabled by the Social Security Admnistration
shall not be required to purchase or have in his possession a
saltwater sport fishing license while engaged in such activities.
Any resident exenpt under this section shall have on his person
while fishing proof of residency and age or disability.

(2) The comm ssion shall prescribe the fornms, types and fees
for nonresident saltwater sport fishing |licenses except that the
fee for a nonresident saltwater sport fishing |license shall not be
| ess than Twenty Dollars ($20.00). The conmission shall require a
nonresi dent to purchase a nonresident freshwater fishing |icense
and a nonresident saltwater sport fishing license if the
nonresident's state requires both licenses for a nonresident to

fish inits nmarine waters.
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(3) Al resident vessels engaged in charter boat fishing,
party boat fishing, head boat and gui de boat fishing shall be
i ssued a separate annual |icense by the comm ssion at a fee of Two
Hundred Dol l ars ($200.00). Al nonresident vessels engaged in
charter boat fishing, party boat fishing, head boat and gui de boat
fishing shall be issued a separate annual |icense by the
comm ssion. In addition to other requirenents for charter |icense
eligibility, captains nmust show proof of participationin a
Department of Transportation approved random drug testing program
and proof of liability insurance as a charter boat captain. Crew
menbers and custonmers of the |licensed vessels shall not be
required to purchase an individual resident or nonresident
saltwater fishing |license while sponsored by the |icensed vessels.
An operator of a licensed vessel shall be required to report the
nunber of custoners to the departnent as required by the
conmm ssion and the information shall be kept confidential and
shall not be rel eased, except to other fisheries managenent
agencies or as statistical data. Al nonresident vessels engaged
in saltwater sport fishing tournanments, not to exceed an aggregate
of twenty (20) days per cal endar year, shall not be required to
purchase an annual |icense as provided under this subsection.

(4) The saltwater sport fishing license is required for al
recreational nmethods of finfish harvest.

(5 Any resident who purchases a |lifetine sportsnman's
license, in accordance with Section 49-7-153, shall be entitled to
fish in the marine salt waters of the state and shall be exenpt
fromthe purchase of a sport saltwater fishing |license.

(6) Any person authorized to issue a |license may col |l ect and
retain, for each saltwater fishing license issued, the additional

fee authori zed under Section 49-7-17. Resident and nonresi dent

saltwater sport fishing |licenses shall be valid for a period of

twelve (12) nonths fromthe date of issuance.
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(7) The fees collected fromthe sale of resident and
nonr esi dent saltwater sport fishing |icenses shall be deposited
into the Seaf ood Fund and shall be used solely for the nanagenent
of marine resources.

(8) Participants in the Very Special Fishing Aynpics are
exenpt fromthis section

(9) July 4 of each year is designated as "Free Saltwater
Sport Fishing Day." Any person may saltwater sport fish without a
license on the "Free Saltwater Sport Fishing Day."

(10) The departnent may exenpt participants in an organi zed
fishing event conducted by a qualified nonprofit charitable,
governnental or civic organization fromthe requirenents of this
section for one (1) day per year if the organization files an
exenption application with the departnent and the application is
approved by the departnent.

SECTION 2. Section 49-7-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-21. (1) (a) The licenses for hunting, trapping or
fishing shall be issued on a form prepared by the executive
director and supplied to the bonded agents authorized to issue
licenses. The fornms shall bear the nanme and social security
nunber or driver's license nunber of the applicant. Al |icenses,

except saltwater sport fishing |icenses, shall be valid fromthe

date of their issuance to the followng June 30 * * *,  Resident

and nonresident saltwater sport fishing licenses shall be valid

for a period of twelve (12) nonths fromthe date of issuance. The

Iicenses shall be issued in the nanme of the conm ssion and be
countersigned by the bonded agent issuing same. The application
for a license under this chapter shall be subscribed and sworn to
by the applicant before an officer authorized to adm ni ster oaths
inthis state, and for this purpose the nenbers of the conm ssion,
t he executive director, sheriffs, conservation officers and bonded

agents are hereby authorized to adm nister oaths, but no charge
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shal |l be nmade by any officer enployed by the comm ssion or sheriff
for the adm nistration of the oath.

(b) A person may purchase a license fromthe office of
t he departnent w thout appearing in person.

(c) The comm ssion may design, establish, and
adm ni ster a programto provide for the purchase, by electronic
nmeans, of any license, permt, registration or reservation issued
by the conmm ssion or departnent.

(2) Any person authorized to issue |licenses for hunting,
trapping or fishing in this state who attenpts to issue a |license
on a formother than one as prescribed by this section, or
attenpts to prepare a license certificate in any manner other than
on the form prescribed by this section, and furnished by the
executive director, is guilty of a Cass Il violation, and shal
be puni shed as provided in Section 49-7-143, M ssissippi Code of
1972, and the person convicted shall be forever barred from
issuing licenses in the State of M ssissippi.

(3) Any resident or nonresident who hunts, takes or traps
any wild animal, bird or fish nust possess a valid |icense issued
by the comm ssion, unless specifically exenpted under this
chapter.

(4) Any nonresident, who hunts or traps w thout the required
license is guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon convi ction thereof
shall be fined in an anmpbunt not |ess than Five Hundred Dol | ars
($500. 00) nor nore than One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00) for the
first offense and shall forfeit hunting and trapping privileges
for a period of one (1) year. The nonresident shall also be
assessed by the court an adm nistrative fee as prescribed under
subsection (6) of this section. For the second or any subsequent
of fense a nonresident shall be fined in an amobunt of not |ess than
One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00) nor nore than One Thousand Five
Hundred Dol | ars ($1,500.00) or inprisoned in the county jail for

not nore than thirty (30) days, or both such fine and i nprisonnent
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and shall forfeit hunting and trapping privileges for a period of
two (2) years. The nonresident shall also be assessed by the
court an admnistrative fee as prescri bed under subsection (6) of
this section.

(5 Any nonresident who fishes without the required |license
is guilty of a m sdenmeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in
an anount not | ess than One Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00) nor nore
than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for the first offense.
For the second or any subsequent offense a nonresident shall be
fined in an amount not | ess than Two Hundred Fifty Dol lars
($250.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00) and that
nonr esi dent shall also be assessed by the court an adm nistrative
fee as prescribed under subsection (6) of this section.

(6) In addition to any other fines or penalties inposed
under subsection (4) or (5) of this section, any person convicted
for a violation of subsection (3) of this section shall be
assessed by the court an adm nistrative fee equal in anmpbunt to the
cost of the hunting, trapping or fishing license fee that such
person unlawfully failed to possess at the tinme of the violation,
t he amount of which license fee shall be entered upon the ticket
or citation by the charging officer at the tine the ticket or
citation is issued. The clerk of the court in which conviction
for a violation of subsection (3) of this section takes place,
pronmptly shall collect all adm nistrative fees inposed under this
subsection and deposit themnonthly with the State Treasurer, in
the same manner and in accordance wth the sanme procedure, as
nearly as practicable, as required for the collection, receipt and
deposit of state assessnents under Section 99-19-73. However, al
adm nistrative fees coll ected under the provisions of this
subsection shall be credited by the State Treasurer to the account
of the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, and may be

expended by the departnent upon appropriation by the Legislature.
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(7) Any person who obtains a |license under an assuned nane
or makes a materially false statenment to obtain a license is
guilty of a felony and shall be subject to a fine of Two Thousand
Dol I ars ($2,000.00) or may be inprisoned for a termnot to exceed
one (1) year, or both.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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