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Represent ati ve Parker To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 8

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-31, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR AN EXTENDED DEER SEASON FOR THE HUNTI NG OF DEER W TH
GUNS AND W TH DOGS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-7-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-31. (1) The open season on deer shall be as foll ows:

(a) Wth bow and arrow. Cctober 1 through the Friday
prior to Thanksgi vi ng.

(b) Wth guns and with dogs: Fromthe Saturday prior
t o Thanksgivi ng through Decenber 1

(c) Wth primtive weapons and wi thout dogs: Decenber
2 through Decenber 15.

(d) Wth guns and wi thout dogs: Decenber 16 through
Decenber 23. However, the comm ssion may allow hunting statew de
or in specific areas with any | egal weapon which it may designate
wi t hout dogs after the end of the |last season for hunting deer
wi th guns and with dogs, but the season with | egal designated
weapons and w t hout dogs shall not extend beyond January 31.

(e) The conm ssion shall establish an extended season
with primtive weapons and bow and arrow w t hout dogs from
February 1 through February 15 for the area south of U S. H ghway
84 and east of M ssissippi H ghway 35 only for |egal bucks. Any
antl ered deer taken in this area during any open season under this
section nust be a |l egal buck as defined in this paragraph. For
pur poses of this paragraph, the term "l egal buck"” nmeans a deer

with antlers of four (4) points or nore with a mninmuminside
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spread of ten (10) inches or a mninmm main beam | ength of
thirteen (13) inches. The conm ssion nay del ay the opening date
and change the length of bow and arrow season in paragraph (1)(a)
in this area.

(f) Wth guns and wth dogs: Decenber 24 through a
date fixed by the comm ssion that will provide a total of

forty-five (45) days of hunting deer with guns and with dogs when

added to the nunber of days provided for hunting deer with guns
and with dogs in paragraph (b).

(2) The comm ssion may set and regul ate the deer seasons on
wi |l dlife managenent areas which it adm nisters.

(3) (a) The comm ssion nmay allow the harvesting of
antlerless deer in the districts or zones upon the recommendati on
of the executive director based upon good and substanti al
quantitative data and research eval uations that denonstrate that
the harvesting is necessary to properly manage the herd.

(b) The comm ssion, only upon the recommendati on of the
executive director, may allow the harvesting of antlerless deer
during the deer season with guns and with dogs by a majority vote
of the comm ssi on.

(c) Nothing in this subsection prohibits the harvesting
of either-sex deer by |l andowners or |easehol ders on private |ands
under a deer nmanagenent program prescribed or approved by the
executive director.

(4) The comm ssion may provide a special permt for the
harvesting of deer when they are depredating and destroyi ng crops.
The departnent shall supervise the harvesting and provide for the
sal vaging of the neat of the animals. The conm ssion may
aut hori ze the departnment to assist any farmer in this state, who
sustains crop danage by wildlife, in eradication of the problem
wildlife.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.

H B. No. 8 0 O OO O

07/ HR40/ R133 ST: Deer hunting; extend dog hunting season to
PAGE 2 (DJ\BD) 45 days total.



