M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
By: Senator(s) Kirby, Browning, Butler, To: Rules

Carm chael, Dearing, Frazier, Jackson (11th),
Jackson (32nd)

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 43

1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG COACH BENJAM N COYTE VANCE ON HI S

2 | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE M SSI SSI PPI  COACHES ASSCOCI ATI ON HALL OF FAME

3 AND ON HI' S LI FE AND OUTSTANDI NG LEADERSH P AS A COACH AND MENTOR
4 OF SEVERAL H GH SCHOOL ATHLETI C TEAMS, AND AS A TEACHER AND

5 PRINCI PAL IN VAR QUS M SSI SSI PPl SCHOOLS.

6 VWHEREAS, Coach "Red" Vance grew up in rural Newton County,

7 and attended school in Conehatta, M ssissippi, where the only

8 conpetitive sport was basketball and the only practice court away
9 fromschool was a hoop nailed to the front of the famly car shed,
10 and during these years he had very dedi cated coaches who taught
11 himthe fundanental s, discipline and work ethics of the ganme of
12 basketball so that he grewto |ove the gane; and

13 VWHEREAS, young Benjam n Vance was el ected to various

14 Al -Tournanent Teans and then to All-State Teans during his junior
15 and senior high school years, and attended M ssissippi State

16 University on a basketball scholarship fromthe Fall of 1948

17 through the Spring of 1952; and

18 VWHEREAS, during his years at M ssissippi State University, he
19 played ball with and agai nst such players as Jo Jo Dean and Bob
20 Pettit of Louisiana State University, and Ciff Hagan and Bob

21 Cousey of Kentucky, causing the fanous Kentucky Coach, Adol ph

22 Rupp, to nanme "Red" Vance as a nenber of the team he woul d | east
23 like to play against; and

24 VWHEREAS, al t hough Red Vance was rather short at 6'1" to play
25 the center position, he played against athletes 6'4" to 7' 1" and
26 held the SEC free throw record during his senior year with 147 in
27 23 games, resulting in his being drafted by the M| waukee Hawks
28 Teamin 1952; and
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VWHEREAS, Red Vance turned down the opportunity to play in a
pr of essi onal | eague, and chose to serve his country with the
United States Air Force in Korea and Japan; and

WHEREAS, Coach Vance was di scharged fromthe Air Force in
1954, and began his 47-year coaching and school adm nistration
career at Pel ahatchie H gh School, and continued that coaching
career for the next 11 years as a successful coach at Fl orence
H gh School ; and

WHEREAS, Red Vance interrupted his career again in 1967, and
began a new career as Principal at R chland H gh School, serving
in school adm nistration for the next 20 years; and

VWHEREAS, in 1986 he retired, but he was soon called back into
coaching by the M ssissippi Private School Association where he
coached for the next 14 years; and

VWHEREAS, during his |long and distingui shed coachi ng career,
Coach Vance coached six girls All-Star Ganes, including the first
M ssi ssi ppi H gh School Activities Association Grls Al-Star
Gane; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Vance was honored as Coach of the Year for the
M ssi ssippi Private School Association for nine years, Coach of
the Year for girls in the Little Dixie Conference for three years,
made nine trips to State Tournanents in Public and Private
School s, won two Little Dixie Chanpionships, one South State
Chanmpi onshi p, was four tines Rankin County Tournanent Wnner in
girls and three tinmes in boys basketball; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Vance has a win-loss record (including B
Teans) of 1041 wins and 333 | osses for a 75.7% w nning record; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
i ndi vi dual who has brought honor to and been an outstandi ng nentor
to the youth of this community and state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate Benjamn

Coyte Vance on being inducted into the M ssissippi Coaches
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Associ ati on Hal

of Fanme, and express our warmnest w shes for

conti nued success in all his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Coach Benjam n Coyte Vance and be nade avail able to the nenbers of

the Capitol Press Corps.
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ST: Comend Benjam n Coyte Vance on being

i nducted into the M ssissipp
Associ ation Hall of Fane.

Coaches



