M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Little, Wite, Brown, To: Rules

Browni ng, Bryan, Burton, Butler, Carm chael,
Chaney, C arke, Davis, Dawkins, Dearing,
Doxey, Flowers, Frazier, Gordon, Harden
Hyde- Smi th, Jackson (11th), Jackson (15th),
Jackson (32nd), Jordan, King, Kirby, Lee
(35th), Mettetal, Mchel, Mffatt, Morgan,
Pi ckeri ng, Posey, Robertson, Thanes, Thonas,
Tol lison, Wlenon, WIIianmson
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 552

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COVMVENDI NG THE DEVOTI ON, COURAGE AND DUTY OF THE 155TH BRI GADE
COVBAT TEAM OF THE M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL GUARD FOLLOW NG OPERATI ONS
IN | RAQ

VWHEREAS, the 155th Brigade Conbat Team of the M ssissipp
Arnmy National Guard was nobilized in Septenber 2004 representing
over 3,000 soldiers from49 communities throughout M ssissippi;
and

VWHEREAS, the 155th Brigade Conbat Team which is attached to
the Il Marine Expeditionary Force, also had sol diers from ot her
states: Arkansas, Vernont, Utah and the 2nd of the 11th Arnored
Caval ry Regi nent who trained at Canp Shel by, M ssissippi, for four
nonths prior to its deploynent to Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, the 155th BCT arrived in Iraq in January 2005 in
support of operation Iraqgi freedom and served with the 1st and 2nd
Mari ne expeditionary forces; and

VWHEREAS, under the | eadership of Brigadier General Augustus
Leon Collins, the brigade performed beyond all expectations; and

VWHEREAS, while in Iraq, the brigade conducted brigade |evel
operations, task force | evel operations, raids, platoon and
conpany joint cordon and searches, and conbat m ssions totaling
over 500; and

VWHEREAS, the brigade conducted over 400 expl osive ordi nance
di sposal m ssions while in Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, the brigade | ocated and destroyed over 6,000 smal
arnms; 24 machi ne guns; 217 rocket-propelled grenades; 295 nortar
tubes; 10,000 nortar rounds; 25,000 artillery rounds; 84,000

pounds of propellant; 71,000 rounds of anmunition; 55 |and m nes;
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260 grenades; 109 | aunchers; 40 surface-to-air mssiles and nearly
5,000 m scel | aneous weapons; and

WHEREAS, the 155th BCT conducted conbat operations resulting
in the detai nnent of over 1,500 suspected insurgents w th al nost
hal f of these sent to Abu Gharib Prison; and

VWHEREAS, the 155th BCT participated and facilitated three
national -l evel free elections in Iraq to help ensure the
denocratic process with an 83% voter turnout in the brigade' s area
of operations; and

VWHEREAS, the 155th BCT conducted nunerous humanitarian
projects in rebuilding schools, clinics, hospitals, police
stations and critical infrastructure such as water, sewer,
el ectrical and reconstruction; and

VWHEREAS, due to the 155th BCT's active involvenent in |oca
communities, alnost $100 MIlion was conmitted to these
humani t ari an and construction projects; and

WHEREAS, the soldiers of the 155th BCT trained and partnered
with lragi security forces to assist in security during these
humani tari an projects; and

VWHEREAS, the 155th BCT turned over its authority in Najaf,
Karbal a, North Babil and Al Anbar, Iraq, to the soldiers of the
US Arny's 4th Infantry Division on January 1, 2006, signaling an
official end to a year of conbat for the M ssissippi soldiers; and

VWHEREAS, during their service supporting Operation |raqi
Freedom nany recei ved wounds whil e conducting conbat operations,
and 14 M ssissippians paid the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom
and

WHEREAS, the following are the 14 M ssissippi soldiers of the
155t h Brigade Conbat Team who were killed in action in support of

OQperation lIraqi Freedom

RANK/ NAVE AGE SOLDI ER S HOVETOMWN DATE OF DEATH
MSG Sean M Cool ey 35 (Qcean Springs, M 4- Feb- 05

SGTI Robert A. McNai l 30 Meridian, M 11- Feb- 05
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SGT Joseph A "Drew'

Rahai m 22 Laurel, M 16- Feb- 05
SGT Tinmothy R Gsbey 29 Magnolia, M 16- Feb- 05
SGT Robert S. Pugh 25 Meridian, M 2- Mar - 05
SSG Tormy S. Little 47 Aiceville, AL 2- May- 05
SGT Audrey D. Lunsford 29 Sardis, M 23- May- 05
SFC Sabur ant Par ker 42 Foxworth, MS 23- May- 05
SGT Dani el R Varnado 23 Saucier, M 23- May- 05
SPC Bryan D. Barron 26 Biloxi, M 23- May- 05
SSG Larry R Arnold, Sr. 46 Carierre, M 11-Jun- 05
SGI Terrance D. Lee, Sr. 25 Mss Point, M 11- Jun- 05
SSG Travis S. Cooper 24 Macon, M5 16- Jul - 05

1Lt Robert C.

Onet o- Si kor ski 33 Bay St. Louis, M 31- Cct - 05;
and

VWHEREAS, with the return of the 155th BCT, the M ssissipp
Nati onal Guard now has the nost conbat veterans since Wrld War
I'1; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict,
because we have paid themin the past, and it is with great pride
and humlity that we recognize the heroic action of this great
M ssissippi fighting unit, which is the guardian of civilization
as we know it today:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the devotion
and courage of the 155th Brigade Conbat Team (BCT) of the
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard followng their return from operations
inlrag, we extend the thanks of the Legislature to these nen and
wonen and their famlies for their duty to our state, our nation
and to the free world and we wel cone t hem hone.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

the Commanding O ficer of the 155th and to M ssissippi Adj utant
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95 Ceneral Harold Cross and be nade available to the Capitol Press

96 Corps.
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