M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator (s) Hyde-Smith, Lee (35th), To: Rules

Browni ng, Butl er, Chaney, Dawkins, Dearing,
Frazier, Gollott, Jackson (11th), Jordan,

Ki ng,
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Mor gan, Posey, Thanes, Thonmas, Wite

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 549

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND PUBLI C
SERVI CE OF FORMER STATE SENATOR JACK ALFRED PACE OF MACGEE,
M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, forner State Senator Jack Al fred Pace of Mgee,
M ssi ssi ppi, founder of Pace G| Conpany, died on Monday, January
9, 2006; and

VWHEREAS, M. Pace was born March 9, 1917, in Conehatta,
M ssi ssi ppi, and grew up in Phil adel phia, Mssissippi. After
graduati ng from Phil adel phia H gh School, he attended East Central
Community Coll ege on an athletic scholarship, later continuing his
education at Southern M ssissippi Veterans Adm nistration School;
and

VWHEREAS, to begin his life as a businessman, Pace had bought
a Sinclair service station in Hattiesburg, but Wrld War |1 put
his career on hold. He joined the U S. Arny on March 3, 1942, and
served in the European Theater until January 21, 1946. He rose to
the rank of Sergeant and saw duty in the Battle of the Bul ge.
Wrld War Il was the defining period of Jack's life, said
son-in-law Al Gordy of Magee. It determ ned who he becane; and

VWHEREAS, after returning to Hattiesburg, Pace becane a
whol esal e oil jobber for Sinclair Ol with Magee as his territory
and started night classes at M ssissippi Southern. He also
married Mary Loui se Barksdal e, who would be his wife for 54 years,
until her death in 2000. 1In 1946, he al so founded Pace Q|
Conmpany, a Magee busi ness which grew fromtwo to 60 enpl oyees. 1In
1996, the conpany cel ebrated 50 years of a successful business,

t hough Pace hinself had retired in 1982, |leaving the famly
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busi ness to the nmanagenent of his son, Alfred Pace, and daughter,
Jacquel i ne Gordy; and

VWHEREAS, al ong the way, Pace was elected to two terns in the
M ssi ssi ppi State Senate, 1960-1964 and 1968-1972. He served on
various commttees, including Finance and G| and Gas. He was
actively involved in many state and | ocal organizations. He was a
Mason, a Shriner, State Conmander of the Anerican Legion,
President of Mssissippi G| Jobbers for two years and a nenber of
the VFW Lions O ub, M ssissippi Econom c Council, Southeast
Division of the Arerican Red Cross and the Magee Touchdown C ub;
and

VWHEREAS, he organi zed the Magee Civic C ub and was President
of the Magee Chanber of Commerce for two years. He was naned
Magee's Qutstanding Citizen by the Chanber in 1989 and was chosen
for the Magee Hall of Fanme in 2001. In 2003, he received a
commendation for his public service and philanthropy fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi House of Representatives; and

WHEREAS, Jack Pace was a |lifelong nenber of the First United
Met hodi st Church, where he served on every commttee in the
church. He taught the Men's Bible Cass for 57 years; and

VWHEREAS, he was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Loui se
Pace. He is survived by his son, Alfred Pace and wi fe Ki m of
Magee; daughter, Jacqueline Pace Gordy and husband Al Gordy of
Magee and grandchildren, Kyle Gordy, Kam Wert, Hugh Pace and
Hol |y Pace; great-grandchildren, Mary Morgan Wert and Jack Thomas
CGordy; and one brother, Joe Pace of Magee; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great sadness that we note the passing of
this former nenber of the Legislature, whose considerable civic
and charitable contributions are a matter of record to his
comunity and to his state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

we do hereby conmmend the life and public service of fornmer State
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Senator Jack Al fred Pace of Magee, M ssissippi, and express to his

surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Senator Pace's surviving famly and be nmade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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ST: Commend |life of fornmer State Senator Jack
Al fred Pace.



