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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 533

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF M SSI SSI PPI ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD SERGEANT
TRAVI S SENTELL COOPER OF MACON, M SSI SSIPPI, WHO DI ED FROM
| NJURI ES RECEI VED | N | RAQ ON SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2005, AND EXPRESS
THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi Arnmy National Guard Sergeant Travis
Sentel |l Cooper, 24, of Macon, M ssissippi, died on Sunday, July
16, 2005, one day after he was injured when a vehicle carrying a
bonb expl oded at a checkpoint near U S. MIlitary Base Kal su, 25
m | es south of Baghdad, Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Cooper was a nenber of the 2nd Battalion
114th Field Artillery Reginent, which has its headquarters in
Starkville, M ssissippi, and was assigned for deploynent to Hotel
Conmpany, TF2-11 ACR, disnmounted team nenber for the second
pl at oon; and

WHEREAS, carried by a mlitary honor guard, he cane honme to
his community and fam |y, and was buried on Sunday, July 24, 2005,
at Odd Fell ows Cenetery in Macon, M ssissippi. At graveside,
Maj or General Harold Cross, Adjutant General of the M ssissipp
Nat i onal Guard, awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star and
M ssi ssi ppi Medal of Honor to Cooper posthunously and presented
fol ded Anerican Flags to his father and brother; and

VWHEREAS, since operations began in Irag and Afghani stan, 37
soldiers or sailors with M ssissippi ties have died, and Sergeant
Cooper is the second soldier fromthe Starkville unit to die in
Qperation Iragi Freedom and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Cooper attended the Noxubee County school s
and earned his GED in 1998. He joined the M ssissippi Arny
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National Guard in 2000 and was stationed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
for unit training. Sergeant Cooper was preceded in death by his
not her, Vel ma Cooper. He is survived by his father, Eddie Tate of
Col unbus; step-father, Freddie WIIlians of Macon; brother, Antwan
Cooper of Macon; three step-sisters, Peneshia WIIlians of Macon,
and Lashae Shackel ford and N kesha Tate, both of Col unbus; four
st ep-brothers, Hugh Jordan of Starkville, Freddie WIllians, Jr.,
of Macon, and Denmarquis Tate and Rashawn Tate, both of Col unbus;
grandnothers, A lie Bell Mason of Macon, and Sylvia Tate of
Col unmbus; fiancé, Selethia Ml one of Macon; and a number of aunts,
uncl es and cousins; and

VWHEREAS, to a country, a fallen soldier neans a national
|l oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who won't be com ng hone.
M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict, because we have
paid themin the past, and it is with great pride and humlity
that we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the |ife of
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard Sergeant Travis Sentell Cooper of
Macon, M ssissippi, who died frominjuries received in Irag on
Sunday, July 16, 2005, and extend the thoughts and prayers of the
Legislature to his famly and our sorrow on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Sergeant Cooper and be nmeke available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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