M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator (s) Bryan, Wiite, Hyde-Snith, To: Constitution

Pickering, Tollison, Al britton, Dearing,
Jackson (11th), Jackson (32nd), Jordan,

Thonmas
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 501
1 A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON PROPCSI NG TO AVEND THE M SSI SSI PPI
2 CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890 BY AMENDI NG SECTI ON 140 TO PROVI DE THAT THE
3 GOVERNOR SHALL BE ELECTED AT A GENERAL ELECTI ON AND THE PERSON
4 RECEI VI NG THE H GHEST NUMBER OF POPULAR VOTES AND AT LEAST 40% OF
5 THE TOTAL VOTES CAST SHALL BE ELECTED;, TO REQUI RE A RUNOFF
6 ELECTION | F NO PERSON RECEI VES THE REQUI RED VOTES; TO REPEAL
7 SECTION 141, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO ABOLI SH THE
8 REQUI REMENT THAT THE GOVERNOR BE ELECTED BY VOTE OF THE HOUSE OF
9 REPRESENTATI VES | F NO PERSON RECEI VES BOTH A MAJORI TY OF THE
10 POPULAR VOTE AND A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORAL VOTES; AND FOR
11 RELATED PURPCSES.
12 BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
13 M SSISSIPPI, That the follow ng amendnents to the M ssi ssi ppi
14 Constitution of 1890 are proposed to the qualified electors of the
15 state:
16 l.
17 Amend Section 140, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
18 as follows:
19 Section 140. The Governor of the state shall be el ected by
20 the people in a general election to be held on the first Tuesday
21 after the first Monday of Novenber of A D. 2007, and on the first
22 Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber in every fourth year
23 thereafter. * * * The person receiving the highest nunber of
24 votes and at least forty percent (40% of the total votes cast in
25 the election for the office shall be declared el ected.
26 If no person receives the required nunber of votes to be
27 elected, then a runoff election shall be held between the two (2)
28 persons who received the highest nunber of votes as provided by
29 | aw.
30 * * %
31 1.
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Amend the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890 by repealing
Section 141 which reads as foll ows:

Section 141. If no person shall receive such mgjorities,
then the House of Representatives shall proceed to choose a
Governor fromthe two (2) persons who shall have received the
hi ghest nunber of popular votes. The election shall be by viva
voce vote, which shall be recorded in the journal, in such manner
as to show for whom each nenber vot ed.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That these proposed anendnents shal
be submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors
at an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of Novenber 2006, as provided by Section 273 of the
Constitution and by general law, with the anendnents in this
resol ution being voted on as one anendnent since the proposed
anendnents pertain to one subject.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendment provides that the Governor shall be
el ected at the general election and the person receiving the
hi ghest nunber of popul ar votes and at | east 40% of the total
votes cast for that office shall be declared el ected Governor. |If
no person receives the vote required to be elected, then a runoff
el ection shall be held between the two persons receiving the
hi ghest nunber of votes."

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submt this resolution, inmediately
upon adoption by the Legislature, to the Attorney CGeneral of the
United States or to the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia, in accordance with the provisions of the

Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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