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Senat or (s) M chel To: Mnicipalities

SENATE BI LL NO. 2832

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-3-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY THE EXECUTI VE AUTHORI TY OF THE MAYOR AND THE LEG SLATI VE
AUTHORI TY OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 21-8-13,
21-8-15 AND 21-8-17, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THE
EXECUTI VE AUTHORI TY OF THE MAYOR AND THE LEG SLATI VE AUTHORI TY OF
THE COUNCI L I N THE MAYOR- COUNCI L FORM OF GOVERNMENT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-3-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-3-15. (1) The mayor shall preside at all neetings of the
board of aldernen, and in case there shall be an equal

division, * * * shall give the deciding vote. The nayor's

authority is executive, and the mayor shall have the

superintending control of all the officers and affairs of the
municipality, and shall take care that the | aws and ordi nances are
execut ed.

(2) (a) The authority of the board of aldernen is

| egi slative and is executed by a vote within a legally called

neeting. No nenber of the board of aldernmen shall give orders to

any enpl oyee or subordinate of a municipality.

(b) Odinances adopted by the board of al dernen shal
be submtted to the nmayor. The mayor shall, within ten (10) days
after receiving any ordi nance, either approve the ordi nance by
affixing his signature thereto, or return it to the board of
al dernen by delivering it to the municipal clerk together with a
witten statenent setting forth his objections thereto or to any
itemor part thereof. No ordinance or any itemor part thereof

shall take effect w thout the mayor's approval, unless the mayor
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fails to return an ordinance to the board of aldernen prior to the
next mneeting of the board, but no later than fifteen (15) days
after it has been presented to him or unless the board of
al dermen, upon reconsideration thereof on or after the third day
followwng its return by the mayor, shall, by a vote of two-thirds
(2/3) of the menbers of the board, resolve to override the mayor's
vet 0.

(3) The term"ordinance" as used in this section shall be
deenmed to include ordi nances, resolutions and orders.

SECTION 2. Section 21-8-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-8-13. (1) The council shall appoint a clerk of the
council and deputy clerks, as necessary, who shall conpile the
m nutes and records of its proceedings, its ordi nances and
resolutions as this chapter requires, and perform such duties as
may be required by |aw

(2) At the end of each fiscal year, the council shall cause
a full and conplete exam nation of all the books, accounts and
vouchers of the municipality to be nade by a conpetent,
i ndependent accountant or accountants who shall be appoi nted by
the council, and the report of said exam nation shall be typed or
printed in panphlet form The council shall make avail abl e a copy
of said panphlet to all persons who shall apply therefor at the
office of the nmunicipal clerk and shall cause three (3) of the
printed copies of said panphlet for each fiscal year to be
substantially bound in three (3) volunmes which shall be kept and
preserved as a record of the clerk's office. Said panphlets shal
be published as now provided by |aw

(3) If, at the beginning of the first termof office of the
first city council elected by any municipality under the
provi sions of this chapter, the appropriations for the
expenditures for the nunicipal governnment for the current fisca

year shall have been made, the council shall have power by
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ordi nance, to revise, repeal or change said appropriations and to
make addi ti onal appropriations.

(4) The authority of the council is otherw se |egislative

and is executed by a vote within a legally called neeting. No

nmenber of the board of al dernen shall give orders to any enpl oyee

or subordinate of a nunicipality. The council shall deal with the

muni ci pal departnents and personnel solely through the mayor.

SECTION 3. Section 21-8-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
21-8-15. The executive power of the nunicipality shall be

exerci sed by the mayor, and the mayor shall have the

superintending control of all the officers and affairs of the

muni cipality, and shall take care that the | aws and ordi nances are

execut ed.

SECTION 4. Section 21-8-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-8-17. (1) The mayor shall enforce the charter and
ordi nances of the municipality and all general |aws applicable
thereto. He shall annually report to the council and the public
on the work of the previous year and on the condition and
requi renments of the nmunicipal governnment and shall, fromtinme to
time, make such recommendati ons for action by the council as he
may deemin the public interest. He shall supervise all of the
departnents of the municipal governnent and shall require each
departnent to nmake an annual report and such other reports of its

work as he may deem desirable. No nenber of the board of al dernen

shall give orders to any enpl oyee or subordinate of a

muni ci pality.

(2) Odinances adopted by the council shall be submtted to
the mayor and he shall, within ten (10) days (not including
Sat urdays, Sundays or holidays) after receiving any ordi nance,
ei ther approve the ordinance by affixing his signature thereto or

return it to the council by delivering it to the clerk of the
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council together with a statement setting forth his objections
thereto or to any itemor part thereof. No ordinance or any item
or part thereof shall take effect without the mayor's approval,
unl ess the mayor fails to return an ordinance to the council prior
to the next council neeting, but no later than fifteen (15) days
(not including Saturdays, Sundays or holidays) after it has been
presented to himor unless the council upon reconsideration
thereof not later than the tenth day (not including Saturdays,
Sundays or holidays) following its return by the mayor, shall, by
a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the nenbers present and voting
resolve to override the mayor's veto.

(3) The mayor may attend neetings of the council and may
take part in discussions of the council but shall have no vote
except in the case of a tie on the question of filling a vacancy
in the council, in which case he may cast the deciding vote.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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