M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Hines, Brown To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 115

1 A RESOLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG APRI L AS NATI ONAL M NORI' TY HEALTH
2  MONTH.

3 WHEREAS, April is National Mnority Health Month and

4 recogni zed worl dwi de by the National Mnority Health Goup to

5 bring attention to the wi de disparities between the health of

6 mnorities and nonmnnorities; and

7 VWHEREAS, the goal of the National Mnority Health Goup is

8 to close the disparities by creating solutions; and

9 WHEREAS, the solutions are created by building public and

10 private partnerships, fostering cultural conpetency anong health
11 care providers, encouraging health education and training,

12 expanding the use of state-of-the-art technol ogy, providing

13 leadership in the consistent, conparable, and predictable

14 nonitoring and reporting of the health status of all vul nerable
15 populations, including, but not limted to, Blacks and African

16 Anericans, Hispanics, Asians, Native Anmericans, Pacific Islanders,
17 Al aska Natives and Native Hawaiians; and

18 VWHEREAS, African-Anerican, Anmerican Indian and Puerto R can
19 infants experience higher death rates than white infants and this
20 widening disparity is a trend that has persisted over the |ast

21 two decades; and

22 VWHEREAS, African-Anerican wonen are nore than twice as |ikely
23 to die of cervical cancer as are white wonen and are nore likely
24 to die of breast cancer than wonen of any other racial or ethnic
25 group; and

26 VWHEREAS, heart di sease and stroke are the |eadi ng causes of
27 death for all racial and ethnic groups in the United States, but

H R No. 115 *HRO3/R2099* N1/ 2
06/ HRO3/ R2099
PAGE 1 (GT\LH



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

rates of death from di seases of the heart are significantly higher
anong African-Anerican adults; and

VWHEREAS, in the year 2000, Anerican |Indians and Al aska
Natives were 2.6 tinmes nore likely, African Anericans were 2.0
tinmes nore likely and Hi spanics were 1.9 tinmes nore
i kely to have "di agnosed" di abetes conpared wth non-H spanic
Wi tes; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
pronote the health of all citizens:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we recogni ze
April As National Mnority Heal th Month.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the National Mnority Health G oup and to the nenbers

of the Capitol Press Corps.
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